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 Congregation Beth David Board Meeting 

MINUTES – Board Approved 

November 20, 2019 

 

PRESENT:

Elizabeth Menkin, President 

Wendy Glasser, EVP 

Ruth Bareket, VP Education 

Michael Leitner, VP Finance 

Nathan Handelsman, VP, Member 

Madelyn Isaacs, VP Ritual 

Bob Bankirer, Treasurer 

Cathy Beyda, Recording Sec 

Lee Hirsch, DaL Facilities 

Barbara Green, DaL, Prog Cmte 

Sharon Horovitz, DaL Youth 

Elizabeth Batson, DaL 

Michael Bierman, DaL 

Opher Harel, DaL 

Susan Leitner, DaL 

Jennifer Orrin, DaL 

Rivka Shenhav, DaL 

Bill Beyda, Imm. Past President 

Jane Jacobson, Sist/CBD Women 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

Rabbi Stacy Petersohn, Int. RS Prin 

 

GUESTS: 

 

1. Welcome (Betty Menkin)         7:32 pm 

2. D’var Torah (Rabbi Alpert)         7:33 pm 

3. Good and Welfare (Wendy Glasser)        7:35 pm 

We extend our condolences to: 

Sheila Goldstein on the passing of her sister Arleen Ruth Bernstein 

Rabbi Leslie Alexander on the passing of her mother Gertrude Alexander 

Sherri Stein on the passing of her aunt Gail Mann Herman 

Juana Garcia on the passing of her mother (Juana works with House of Bagels in the Beth David 

Kitchen) 

Mazal Tov to: 

Wendy & David Harris on the birth of their granddaughter Noemi Rose Harris 

Jeff & Diane Leo (our caterer) on the birth of their daughter Emily Skye Leo 

Laurie Himelstein on the birth of her grandson Charlie Levi Sachnoff 

Helaine & Steve Green on the wedding of their daughter Eliana to Jacob Brown 

Barbara & Steve Goldstein on the birth of their grandson Ethan Philip Goldstein 

Stella Orrin is 2 years old today.  Happy Birthday Stella! 

4. Adoption of Minutes from October 24, 2019 General Board Meeting  (Betty Menkin) 7:37 pm 

The minutes of the October 24, 2019 General Board Meeting were accepted as presented.  

5. Special Orders: Priority Discussions  

a. December 18 Annual Meeting (Betty Menkin)     7: 38 pm 

Betty reviewed the draft slides for the annual meeting. In addition to the election of officers and 

directors and motions on bylaw amendments, several presenters will address the health of the 

Congregation. Comments and suggestions on the slides were provided.  
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b. Education Report (Rabbi Petersohn)      8:23 pm 

A lot has been going on in the religious school over the past month and a half.  Rabbi Petersohn reported 

that Lior Ben-Hur sang with students today and will make additional visits to the religious school 

throughout the year.  A new fourth grade teacher recently started and two more teens joined the teen 

program.  

Nathan noted that he has received positive feedback from parents regarding the school.  

c. Staff Position Development (Betty Menkin)     8:25 pm 

Six congregational sessions were held over the past month to identify the Congregation’s priorities and 

plan for future staffing.  Betty sent an e-mail to the Congregation identifying four main points that were 

raised during the sessions. A group is working on a job description for a clergy-educator who can work 

with the Rabbi and also be the religious school principal. A religious school parent representative is 

working on the committee.  

6. Officer Reports       

a. Finance (Michael Leitner)         8:28 pm 

Michael provided an update on the status of the annual campaign.  The campaign is ongoing.  Michael 

noted that some congregants wait until December to make their donation. 

There is no substantial change in the Congregation’s financial position since last month.   We had some 

unexpected maintenance costs, but overall our budget versus actual income and expenses is tracking 

well. Some repair items are coming up.  

b. Membership Report and New Member Welcome (Nathan Handlesman)   8:40 pm 

Membership Report (Data for October 1-31, 2019) 

   Membership Units as of September 30, 2019  500 

    Increases (Welcomed in October)       3 

    Decreases        (3)  

   Membership Units as of October 31, 2019   500 

    Honorary          6 

    Friends         16 

    Grand Total       522 

    For approval tonight          0 

 

Per Michael Leitner’s request, Nathan will confirm the membership numbers with the office.  

Nathan reported that membership has been working to support programming and Tikkun Olam. They 

are trying to provide more activities for members.  

c. Administration (Betty Menkin)       8:43 pm 

Barbara Biran is investigating other security monitoring companies to take over when our current 

contracts expire.  She is looking for a replacement for ChaverWare and evaluating the audio system in 

the sanctuary.   Ricki Gafter has agreed to update CBD’s website. 
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Barbara will be out of the office starting December 13 due to knee replacement surgery.  She hopes to 

return sometime during the first week of January.  

d. Library Proposal (Betty Menkin and Lee Hirsch)     8:48 pm 

The Library Committee is requesting additional shelving in the library. Only budgeted items may be 

purchased.  Approval from the Board is required to add items to the budget, even when the funds are 

coming from a special purpose or named fund such as the Robert E. Levinson Memorial Library Fund. 

Only the President may sign a contract obligating Beth David to pay a contractor for services. 

The Board discussed making the library more accessible and welcoming, particularly to families with 

young children.  There are bookshelves filled with children’s books in the school wing, but these are not 

always accessible on Shabbat. 

Motion: The Board authorizes spending of $3,800 from the Robert E. Levinson Memorial 

Library Fund for new bookshelves.  

Motion made by Bill Beyda, Second by Wendy Glasser 

Motion passed unanimously (18 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain) 

 

e. Ritual (Madelyn Isaacs)        9:05 pm 

The timing of the search for a High Holy Day Cantor requires the Board to approve funds for next 

year’s budget separate from the formal budget process. 

Motion: The Board approves a budget of $10,000 for a High Holy Day Cantor for Fiscal Year 

2020-2021. 

Motion made by Madelyn Isaacs, Second by Rivka Shenhav 

Motion passed, 17 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain  

Congregants received a letter requesting donations for our new Siddur Lev Shalem.  We need to 

purchase 540 for use by the Congregation. As of the date of the meeting, three individuals have 

underwritten the project with donations for 220 siddurim and other congregants have donated toward the 

purchase of an additional 80 siddurim. Twenty congregants purchased siddurs for themselves. The new 

siddur campaign will be featured on the Giving Tuesday blast.  

We have offered some innovative programming recently, including Shabbat morning hikes, Friday night 

musical services, and Iris Bendahan organized a Sigd potluck and service. Two more musical Shabbats 

with Lior Ben-Hur are scheduled. Rabbi Alpert also led an alternative Shabbat service on November 9
th

.  

All of these events were well attended and we are receiving positive feedback.   

7. Committee Reports          

a. Bylaws Committee (Elizabeth Batson)      9:14 

The bylaws amendments are about to be sent out to congregants with the Notice of the Annual Meeting.  

One slight formatting correction was made to the proposed amendments approved by the Board. The 

Parliamentarian confirmed that a board vote was not necessary to approve the correction.  Specifically, 

the Board approved the following language for proposed section 7.4.2 of the bylaws, as set forth in the 

fifth motion to amend the bylaws:  
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2.  The Pulpit Committee shall consist of five persons, including: 

a.   The Ritual Vice-President, who shall chair the committee; 

b.   no fewer than two (2) and no more than three (3) members in total from the Executive Board; 

c.    no more than four (4) members in total from the Board of Directors; 

d.   shall be approved by the Board of Directors. 

The following formatting correction was made:  

2.  The Pulpit Committee shall consist of five persons, including: 

a. The Ritual Vice-President, who shall chair the committee; 

b. no fewer than two (2) and no more than three (3) members in total from the Executive Board; 

c. no more than four (4) members in total from the Board of Directors; 

3.   The Pulpit Committee shall be approved by the Board of Directors. 

 

We are holding two informational sessions on the amendments so congregants can come and ask 

questions.  

The Bylaws Committee is starting to think about phase 2 of the amendment process which will relate to 

the structure of the Board.  Board members will receive an e-mail with two questions for them to start 

considering.  Input should be sent to Elizabeth Batson.  We would like to have a congregational meeting 

in May or June so that the amendments are in place before the Nominating Committee starts working on 

the FY21 board. 

8. New Business           

a. Conflict of Interest Policy (Betty)       9:23 pm 

A Conflict of Interest Policy was distributed to board members in the board packet. It was derived from 

the policy adopted by the Endowment Foundation.  

Motion:  To approve the Conflict of Interest Policy that was distributed in the board packet. 

Motion made by Bill Beyda, Seconded by Michael Leitner 

An error was discovered in the text.   

Motion withdrawn by Bill Beyda.  There were no objections. The policy will be corrected and returned 

to the Board.   

Susan Leitner volunteered to edit the policy. 

9. Adjourn           9:31 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Cathy Beyda 

Recording Secretary                                                        


