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Congregation Beth David Board Meeting 

MINUTES – Board Approved 

September 25, 2019 

 

PRESENT:

Elizabeth Menkin, President 

Wendy Glasser, EVP 

Ruth Bareket, VP Education 

Michael Leitner, VP Finance 

Nathan Handelsman, VP, Member 

Madelyn Isaacs, VP Ritual 

Bob Bankirer, Treasurer 

Cathy Beyda, Recording Sec 

Alex Drukarev, Fin Sec 

Lee Hirsch, DaL Facilities 

Barbara Green, DaL, Prog Cmte 

Sharon Horovitz, DaL Youth 

Elizabeth Batson, DaL 

Michael Bierman, DaL 

Opher Harel, DaL 

Susan Leitner, DaL 

Rivka Shenhav, DaL 

Bill Beyda, Imm. Past President 

Art Singer, Men’s Club Rep 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

Rabbi Stacy Petersohn 

Barbara Biran, Dir Ops & Rit. 

 

GUESTS: 

 

1. Welcome (Betty)         7:30 

2. D’var Torah (Rabbi Alpert)        7:31 

3. Good and Welfare (Barbara)        7:33 

We extend our condolences to: 

Myrtle Schwartz & Eli Isaac on the passing of their brother Ike R. Isaac 

Joe Sorger on the passing of his mother Miriam Sorger 

 

Mazal Tov to: 

Linda & Joe Weiss on the engagement of Jeffrey to Hailey Teton 

Sheryl & Eric Lewis on the birth of their grandson Henry Benjamin Lewis 

Bonnie & Lee Hirsch on the birth of their grandson Ezra Nathaniel Hirsch 

Ruth & Noah Bareket on the birth of their grandson Lev Jonathan Bareket 

Wendy & Lance Glasser on the birth of their grandson Quentin Harold Glasser 

Robin Sabes & Cookie Addison on the birth of their grandson/great-grandson Charles (Charlie) Patrick 

Espley-Jones 

Ruth & Jacob Barron on the marriage of their son Jonathan to Talya (Thuy) Nguyen 

Gayle & Arthur Weissbrodt on the birth of their granddaughter Emma Stark Weissbrodt 

Anna & Mikhail Slutsky on their son Daniel's becoming Bar Mitzvah 

Corinne & Marty Sherman on the birth of their grandson Isaiah KaiNalu Sherman 

4. Adoption of Minutes from August General Board Meeting  (Betty)  7:34 

The minutes of the August 21, 2019 General Board Meeting were accepted as presented. 

5. Special Orders: Priority Discussions      

a. Staffing and Strategy Work Group (Betty)   7:35 

Betty is putting together a working group to assess our staffing needs and priorities.  She welcomes the 

board’s comments.  Proposals will be developed and reviewed at the October e-board and general board 
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meetings, followed by meetings for the congregation’s membership. The project will be announced 

during Rosh Hashana services and in the Shabbat Bulletin.  

b. Bylaws Committee and Project (Elizabeth B.)    7:49 

The Bylaws Committee held two meetings during which board members were invited to provide input 

on the committee’s first set of suggested changes to the bylaws. Additional comments are welcome.  The 

goal is to present a proposal to the board at the October board meeting and to include a proposal on the 

ballot at the Annual Meeting in December.  

6. Officer Reports         

a. Finance Report (Michael L.)       7:54 

Michael reviewed the financial statements.  We are tracking expenses and income well. We have 

petitioned the USCJ for a reduction in dues.  

The Thelma Ramm Fund is now operational and ready to receive requests for events.  The Finance 

Committee is in the process of reviewing other funds, and is considering some new funds (e.g., Tikkun 

Olam and We Care).   

All funds must have a charter.  The Finance Committee has prepared charters for the Pushke Fund and 

the K’vod HaMet Fund, for approval by the board. 

Motion: To accept the following charter of the Pushke Fund:  

Special Purpose: Donations into the Pushke (Tzdaka Box), traditionally made during weekday 

minyan services, are disbursed periodically for charitable purposes.  

Administration: Ritual Vice President appoints a Pushke Fund Chairperson, and shall approve 

the transfer of fund assets for expenses approved. 

Disbursements from the Pushke fund are decided in a meeting at minyan publicized at least one 

month in advance by and moderated by the chairperson. 

Disbursements from the Pushke Fund can only go to registered 501(c)3 nonprofits. They can be 

earmarked for specific purposes but the official recipient must be a 501(c)3 and they must 

comply with IRS regulations for earmarked donations. 

Payouts from the fund can draw down the principal until it is depleted.  

If the fund balance remains zero for more than 6 months, the Ritual Vice President will evaluate 

whether this fund should be closed, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. 

Motion made by Michael Leitner, Second by Wendy Glasser 

 Motion to Amend: To change the name of the Fund to the Tzedakah Box Fund 

 Motion made by Michael Bierman, Second by Wendy Glasser 

 Motion to amend passed, 16 yes, 0 no, 2 abstain 

 Amended motion reads:  

Special Purpose: Donations into the Tzedakah Box, traditionally made during weekday minyan 

services, are disbursed periodically for charitable purposes.  
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Administration: Ritual Vice President appoints a Tzedakah Box Fund Chairperson, and shall 

approve the transfer of fund assets for expenses approved. 

Disbursements from the Tzedakah Box fund are decided in a meeting at minyan publicized at 

least one month in advance by and moderated by the chairperson. 

Disbursements from the Tzedakah Box Fund can only go to registered 501(c)3 nonprofits. They 

can be earmarked for specific purposes but the official recipient must be a 501(c)3 and they must 

comply with IRS regulations for earmarked donations. 

Payouts from the fund can draw down the principal until it is depleted.  

If the fund balance remains zero for more than 6 months, the Ritual Vice President will evaluate 

whether this fund should be closed, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. 

 Amended motion passed, 17 yes, 0 opposed, 1 abstain 

 

Motion: To accept the following charter of K’vod HaMet (Honoring the Deceased) Fund:  

As part of K’vod HaMet, honoring the deceased, Congregation Beth David volunteers sew 

Tachrichim (burial garments) and build Aronot (caskets) that are offered at no cost for use for 

congregants at time of need.  The purpose of the K’vod HaMet Fund is to receive donations and 

to apply the funds to the equipment and supplies needed to meet this sacred obligation. 

Source of Funds: Donations made to Congregation Beth David for the use of Tachrichim or 

Aronot are to be put into the K’vod HaMet Fund.  The fund may also receive other directed 

donations. 

Administration: The Ritual Vice-President shall approve the transfer of fund assets to cover the 

purchase of equipment or supplies, or the reimbursement of such purchases, as described above. 

Payouts from the fund can draw down the principal until it is depleted.  

If the fund balance remains zero for more than 6 months, the Ritual Vice-President shall consult 

with the K’vod HaMet volunteers to evaluate whether this fund should be closed, subject to the 

approval of the Board of Directors. 

If the fund balance exceeds anticipated needs, the Ritual Vice-President shall consult with the 

K’vod HaMet volunteers and recommend the use of excess funds for other ritual purposes, 

subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.  

If the congregation ceases to sew Tachrichim and build Aronot, the Ritual Vice-President shall 

recommend the funds be used for other ritual purposes and the fund shall be closed, subject to 

the approval of the Board of Directors. 

 

Motion made by Michael Leitner, Second by Michael Bierman 

Discussion: The funds are used to purchase the materials necessary to sew burial garments and build 

caskets. 

Motion passed, 18 yes, 0 oppose, 0 abstain 
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b. Financial Secretary Report (Alex)            8:36 

Alex provided an update of revenue from sustaining contributions and the religious school.  

c. Membership Report and New Member Welcome                           8:43 

 

Membership Report 

Data for August 1 - 31, 2019 

 

   Membership Units as of July 31, 2019 499 

    Increases (Welcomed in August)           0 

    Decreases                                              (1) 

   Membership Units as of August 31, 2019   498  

    Honorary        6 

    Friends                                                   16 

    Grand Total     520 

    For approval tonight        3 

 

Motion to welcome new members made by Nathan Handelsman, second by Opher Harel 

Motion passed unanimously (18 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain) 

 

d. Education (Ruth and Wendy )      8:45 

The religious school got off to a good start on September 15.  As of Monday, 48 students were enrolled.  

Teachers participated in professional development on September 8, and madrichim participated in 

training on September 9. 

Rabbi Petersohn and Barb Green will cover Chaverim (K through 3
rd

 grade) during the High Holy Days.  

Rabbi Shoshana Ohriner will conduct her last Tot Shabbat during the High Holy Days, and then   Rabbi 

Petersohn will take over.  

The first family education day is scheduled for October 6.  The teen program begins on October 16.  

Wendy reported that she and Betty had a productive meeting with the religious school parents.  The 

parents want to be more involved in decisions affecting Beth David. Both the VP of Education and the 

parents have suggested restructuring the Education Committee to work more like a PTA.  

e. Administration (Barbara)       8:50 

The Office is getting ready for the High Holy Days.  The volunteers are set up. The parking lot is 

finished.  

f. Ritual (Madelyn and Barbara)      8:51 

Barbara provided an overview of the guest tickets requested this year. Already, we have brought in more 

money than last year. People who requested tickets were sent a follow-up e-mail with a link and have 

been responding right away.   

Procedures are in place for walk up guests.  They will be sent a letter after the High Holy Days 

requesting a donation.  
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An extensive event guide will be placed on every other chair. We hope that some High Holy Day guests 

will return for these events. 

Madelyn reviewed some procedures for High Holy Day services and thanked board members for sitting 

on the bima, greeting and ushering.  She also thanked Barbara for reaching out to the greeters.  

7. Committee Reports 

a. Facilities – Parking Lot (Lee)      9:09 

The parking lot is done. The project was completed under budget. We will ask the church to contribute 

to the cost. 

8. New Business 

a. Change to CBD Women Leadership (Betty)    9:10 

Jane Jacobson is taking over as the board representative for CBD Women.  

b. Board Training Topics and Date (Betty)     9:11 

Betty asked board members to start thinking about topics, if any, they would like addressed as board 

training between now and the end of the year, and what topics are priority ones during next year’s board 

training with new board members.  

9. Adjourn          9:12 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Cathy Beyda 

Recording Secretary 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


