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 Congregation Beth David Board Meeting 

MINUTES – Board Approved 

July 24, 2019 

 

PRESENT:

Elizabeth Menkin, President 

Wendy Glasser, EVP 

Ron Ruebusch, VP Admin 

Ruth Bareket, VP Education 

Michael Leitner, VP Finance 

Nathan Handelsman, VP, Member 

Madelyn Isaacs, VP Ritual 

Bob Bankirer, Treasurer 

Cathy Beyda, Recording Sec 

Alex Drukarev, Fin Sec 

Carol Cassell, DaL Adult Ed 

Lee Hirsch, DaL Facilities 

Sharon Horovitz, DaL Youth 

Elizabeth Batson, DaL 

Opher Harel, DaL 

Susan Leitner, DaL 

Jennifer Orrin, DaL* 

Alison Ruebusch, DaL 

Rivka Shenhav, DaL* 

Bill Beyda, Imm. Past President 

Vivian Golub, Sist/CBD Women 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

Rabbi Stacy Petersohn

 

GUESTS: 

Brent Hailpern 

*Started meeting as guests.  Elected to fill board vacancies during the meeting. 

 

1. Welcome (Betty Menkin)         7:32 

 

2. Dvar (Rabbi Alpert)          7:34 

 

3. Good and Welfare (Betty Menkin)        7:36 

         

We extend our condolences to: 

Allan Berkowitz on the passing of his aunt, Beth David member Thelma Ramm 

Ken Luskey on the passing of his mother, Bernice Luskey 

Jeff Warwick on the passing of his father, Benjamin Warwick 

Dan Gildenberg on the passing of his wife, Beth David member Lu Gildenberg 

Boris Yanovsky on the passing of his father, David Yanovsky 

Eve Kedar on the passing of her father, Dr. Elliott H. Stonehill 

Steve Labovitz on the passing of his wife, Beth David member Lauren Flato 

 

Mazal Tov to: 

Laurie Himelstein on Samantha's marriage to Adam Sachnoff 

Michael Leitner on his retirement 

Rama & Arieh Strod on their 60th wedding anniversary 

 

4. Adoption of Minutes from June 19, 2019 General Board Meeting  (Betty)  7:38 

 

Motion: To approve the minutes of the June 19, 2019 General Board meeting. 

Motion made by Nathan Handelsman, Second by Ron Ruebusch. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
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5. Special Orders: Per Bylaws  

a. Board Vacancies (Ron Ruebusch)       7:39 

 

We have two vacant positions on the Board of Directors.  Both are Director at Large positions and were 

advertised.   

 

A secret ballot vote was taken on the following motions:  

 

Motion: The Beth D board of Directors approves the appointment of Rivka Shenhav to serve as 

Director at Large (replacing Thelman Ramm z’’l) through the current term to February 2021. 

Motion passed unanimously (18 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain). 

 

Motion: The Beth David Board of Directors approves the appointment of Jennifer Orrin to serve 

as Director at Large (Replacing Nathan H) through the current term to February 2020. 

Motion passed unanimously (18 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain). 

  

 Rivka and Jennifer were seated as directors. 

 

6. Officer Reports       

a. Finance (Michael Leitner)         7:46 

 

The financial reports are interim as the Finance Committee still is in the process of closing the books for 

FY 18-19.  Although we expected a deficit, we will close the year with a small surplus. Michael 

conducted an analysis and provided the Board with a report identifying the major differences between 

last year’s budget and the actual figures.  Michael suggested that the surplus be placed in the Operating 

Reserves.  This would help offset the spending on awnings the Board authorized from Reserves last 

month.  

 

Motion: It is resolved that any surplus of operations for FY18-19 be placed in Operating 

Reserves. 

Motion made by Michael Leitner, Second by Opher Harel. 

Motion passed unanimously (20 yes, 0 opposed, 0 abstain). 

 

The Board discussed trends relating to sustaining contributions, and the need to improve congregant 

response.  

 

b. Membership Report and New Member Welcome (Nathan Handlesman)   7:57 

 

Membership Report (Data for June 1-30, 2019) 

 

   Membership Units as of May 31, 2019   500 

    Increases (Welcomed in June)       0 

    Decreases        (5)  

   Membership Units as of June 30, 2019   495 
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    Honorary          6 

    Friends         16 

    Grand Total       517 

    For approval tonight          5 

 

Motion: Approve new members who applied in July. 

Motion made by Michael Leitner, Second by Carol Cassell.   

Motion passed unanimously (20 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain).  

 

Three of the new members are young adults who are 26 years of age and have come off their 

parents’ membership. Nathan will send these new members welcome kits and provide them with 

information about events for young adults.  

 

c. Education (Ruth Bareket)        8:05 

 

Ruth introduced Rabbi Stacy Petersohn, our new interim Religious School Principal.  Rabbi 

Petersohn most recently was a pulpit rabbi in Pennsylvania, but her main love is teaching.  

 

A Meet and Greet for the CBD community will take place in the Mercaz on August 8 at 7:30 p.m.  

Rabbi Petersohn encouraged board members to attend and to stop by her office to introduce 

themselves. 

 

d. Administration (Ron Ruebusch)       8:09 

 

We have changed insurance carriers. The change was initiated largely because the prior carrier 

refused to cover the SafePark program.  Barbara found a carrier that currently is insuring SafePark 

for other congregations.  The policy includes some additional features and will cost us less.  

 

Ron mentioned that he has received some requests to make it easier to donate to Beth David online.  

He is looking into the issue. 

 

e. Ritual (Madelyn Isaacs)        8:11 

 

Madelyn reminded board members to submit their nominations for High Holy Day honors.  She also 

encouraged board members to sign up to be greeters for Shabbat. There is a link on the website that 

can be used to sign up. 

 

The High Holy Days are approaching.  Wendy Glasser organizes the ushers, Jeff Englander 

organizes the greeters, and Betty organizes the bima sitters.  

 

We are not always getting 10 people for our daily minyans. Madelyn encouraged board members to 

attend, especially if you have a meeting or event scheduled to start after minyan.  Come early and set 

an example for others to do the same. We also are having a problem making a minyan on Sundays 

over the summer.   
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7. Committee Reports          

a. Bylaws Committee (Elizabeth Batson)      8:17 

 

Betty Menkin formed an ad-hoc bylaws committee and appointed Elizabeth Batson as chair. Members 

include Ron Ruebusch, Michael Leitner, Gene Tenberg, and David Hoffman.   

 

Elizabeth has put together a list of possible changes from the recommendations submitted by board 

members. Please let Elizabeth know if there is anything you would like added to the list. The next step is 

for the committee to set priorities.  The goal is to present a set of changes at the December 2019 

Congregational Meeting, and to prepare a roadmap for future changes. The committee will also be 

reviewing CBD’s policies and making appropriate recommendations. The committee will work with 

stakeholders and report back to the E-Board and General Board. 

 

8. New Business           

a. Volunteer Questionnaire (Cathy Beyda)      8:28 

 

Barbara Biran asked Cathy Beyda and Susan Leitner to prepare a volunteer questionnaire.  The goal is to 

match congregants with volunteer opportunities that are personally meaningful to them. The person in 

charge of each volunteer area (membership, administration, ritual, etc.) was contacted and asked to 

provide input on what questions should be included in the questionnaire.  Congregants who complete the 

questionnaire will be contacted about their interests. 

 

The volunteer questionnaire will be announced in the August D’var and in upcoming Shabbat Bulletins.  

Please encourage congregants to complete the questionnaire even if they only are interested in one or 

two items on the questionnaire. 

 

9. Old Business 

a. Membership Policy Addendum (Bill Beyda)     8:30 

 

At the January 2019 board meeting we discussed a pilot program to encourage young adults to join Beth 

David or a synagogue where they live when they come off their parents’ membership at age 26.  We 

decided to gift these young adults a free year membership to see if we could get them interested. 

 

Approximately one-third applied.  The membership committee will invite these young adults to events if 

they are local.  For young adults who are not local, it is hoped that this idea will spur them to participate 

where they live and, at the very least, make them feel welcome at Beth David when they visit.  

 

We would like to make the pilot program a routine practice.  

 

Motion: It is resolved by the Board of Directors that the following Addendum to the 

Membership Policy be approved: 

 

Addendum – Dependent Children to Individual Membership Transition 
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1) Beth David will offer a solicitation-free one year Individual Membership to dependent 

children of congregation members who reach the age of 26, assuming the children otherwise 

conform to the requirements of the Bylaws and following the process defined in the Bylaws. 

Solicitation-free means that no donations will be requested from such new members for the 

first year, including sustaining contributions, annual campaign, etc. 

 

2) At least 3 months prior to the 26th birthdays of a members’ child, the office will notify the 

parents of their child’s pending dependent membership completion. The parents will be 

invited to make a contribution in honor of their child’s membership to defray costs, but it is 

to be made clear the child's membership is not conditional on a donation. 

 

Motion made by Bill Beyda, Second by Alex Drukarev 

 

Discussion: It was observed that many young adults who are 26 years old are no longer dependent on 

their parents.  The board discussed whether it was necessary to include in the motion the procedures set 

forth in the second paragraph. 

 

First Motion to Amend: Remove the word “dependent” from the motion. 

First motion to amend made by Ruth Bareket, Second by Elizabeth Batson. 

First motion to amend passed, 18 yes, 2 no, 0 abstain.  

 

Motion to withdraw amended motion. 

Motion to withdraw made by Bill Beyda, Second by Ron Ruebusch. 

Motion failed, 6 yes, 12 no, 2 abstain. 

 

Second Motion to Amend: To strike the second paragraph of the amended motion. 

Second motion to amend made by Cathy Beyda, Second by Michael Leitner 

Second motion to amend passed, 17 yes, 2 no, 1 abstain. 

 

Motion as amended reads: 

Beth David will offer a solicitation-free one year Individual Membership to children of 

congregation members who reach the age of 26, assuming the children otherwise conform to 

the requirements of the Bylaws and following the process defined in the Bylaws. Solicitation-

free means that no donations will be requested from such new members for the first year, 

including sustaining contributions, annual campaign, etc. 

 

Motion passed, 19 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain. 

 

10. Adjourn           9:03 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Cathy Beyda 
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Recording Secretary                                                        


