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Main Office 

408-257-3333 
info@beth-david.org 

 
 

Rabbis 
Jaymee Alpert 
Senior Rabbi 
408-366-9104  
rabbialpert@beth-david.org 
 
 
Daniel J. Pressman 
Rabbi Emeritus 
pressman@beth-david.org 

 
 
 

Staff 
Barbara Biran 
Director of Lifecycle Events & 
Synagogue Ritual and Interim 
Director of Operations  
408-366-9106  
biran@beth-david.org 
 
 
Monica Hernandez 
Member Account Associate 
408-366-9108 
hernandez@beth-david.org 
 
 
Jillian Cosgrave 
Front Office Associate 
408-366-9110  
cosgrave@beth-david.org 
 
 
Lynn Crocker 
Mkt & Comm Associate 
408-366-9102  
crocker@beth-david.org 
 
 
Youth Education Program 
Jewish Experience for Teens  
educationvp@beth-david.org 

 

Want To See the D’var In Full Color?  

To stop receiving a hard copy of D’var and receive an email notification 

when the full color, online version is published, email:  

dvar@beth-david.org  

mailto:info@beth-david.org
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On August 11th, we will observe what is perhaps the saddest day on the Jewish calendar, Tisha b’Av.  The 
day commemorates the destruction of both Temples in Jerusalem, as well as other calamities for the Jewish 
People believed to have occurred on or around the 9th of Av throughout the centuries.  In stark contrast, just 
a few days later on August 16th, we will observe Tu b’Av – a day to celebrate love, a sort of Jewish 
Valentine’s Day. 

 

Tu b’Av is first mentioned in the Mishnah, where Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches 
that young women would dress in white and dance in the vineyards.  They would beckon 
the young men to choose a bride.   
 

Let’s remember that this is an ancient holiday, and while women dancing in a field to 
attract a man might seem uncomfortably out of date for many reasons, it is beautiful that 
the Jewish calendar has a day set aside to celebrate love.  Tu b’Av was nearly lost.  For 
centuries, its only marker was that Tahanun (the penitential weekday prayers) was 
omitted from the service, but recently, there has been a resurgence in Tu b’Av 
celebrations.  In Israel, couples give each other chocolate and flowers, and romantic 

restaurants are booked solid with reservations.  It is also a popular date for Jewish weddings.  
 

Romantic love, as we know, is only one type of love.  Tu b’Av is a powerful reminder that there are many 
different types of love that we experience, and love in its different forms, enriches our lives. This Tu b’Av, 
I encourage you to reach out to someone you love.  Maybe it is a special dinner with your sweetie.  Or 
maybe it is a visit with a long-time friend.  Maybe it is a phone call to a sibling, parent, or child, or maybe it 
is dedicating time to self-care, which may (or may not) include buying chocolate for yourself. 
 

Our tradition teaches that it is important to love oneself.  Leviticus 19:18 says, “v’ahavta l’re-acha 
kamocha – Love your neighbor as yourself.”  We often focus on the ‘neighbor’ part of this statement, and 
that focus helps us to treat others well.  In addition, we need to remember that we are part of the equation.  
In order to love someone else, we must love ourselves, so please take time to be good to yourself.  
 

Like so many arcs of the Jewish calendar, the month of Av moves us from darkness to light.  We begin the 
month in mourning, which reaches its peak on Tisha b’Av, but we do not remain in a state of grief.  Instead, 
we move toward light, as we celebrate an emotion that binds us to one another and brings us closer to 
ourselves.  This Tu b’Av (August 16th), I hope you will reach out to someone you love. 
 

Wishing you much love, 
 
 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

 
 

Please share our joy as Svitlana  

is called to the Torah as a  

Bat Mitzvah on  
 

Saturday, August 17, 2019 
 

We invite you to join us for  

Kiddush lunch  

following the service. 

Svitlana and Leon Veksler  

 

 

• Joey Beyda  
• Alison Field  
• Masha Lazar  
• Tanya Lorien  
• Joshua Remba 
• Liana Riskin  
• Jeremy Swedroe 
• Masha and Greg Toland 
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August 18th @ 5:00 p.m.  
San Jose Giants - Family Game   
Ticket options: 

• Adult admission only (no meal included)  $11 
• Child admission only (no meal included)  $8 
• Adult including admission and meal (entree + 1 side + 1 

 drink) $27 
• Child including admission and meal (entree + 1 side + 1 

 drink) $16 
 

 RSVP to: Eventbrite  http://bit.ly/2UytoOh 
 

 

 
Upcoming 
 

September: Dinner and pool party in Sunnyvale with Shir Hadash - date TBD 
October: Sonoma Outing and Wine Tasting - date TBD 
 

Please Remember:  
RSVP for any of our events at cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org  

and ask to sign up for our calendar reminders cbdmensclub on groups. 

We Need You! 
 

Are you looking for ways to feel more a part of the Congregation Beth David family?  Volunteering is a 
wonderful way to feel connected to our community and make your synagogue experience more meaningful. 
 
There are many different ways to volunteer at Beth David.  A 
few examples include serving on a committee, bringing food 
or conversation to someone in the community, assisting in 
the office, welcoming new members and helping lead 
services.  If you are short on time or transportation, there are 
tasks that can be done from home using your phone or 
computer.   
 
We have put together a short questionnaire to help identify 
volunteer opportunities that are personally meaningful to you.  
You can access the questionnaire by going to  
https://tinyurl.com/y2awofw6. Please complete the 
questionnaire even if you already have been volunteering, 
and ask each adult member of your household who is 
interested in volunteering to do so as well.  Providing the information does not obligate you to volunteer in 
any way.  We will contact you to discuss your responses and as volunteer opportunities arise that match 
your interests.  As the saying goes, “Many hands make light work.” 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Cathy Beyda at cbd.volunteer@beth-david.org.  

http://bit.ly/2UytoOh
mailto:cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org
mailto:volunteer@beth-david.org
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President’s perspective 

By  Elizabeth (Betty) Menkin 

Tisha B'Av: What’s in it for a Jew like me? 
 

In past years, I have been perplexed about how to relate to the summer ‘holiday’ (holy day) of Tisha b’Av, the 
9th day of the month of Av (August 10-11, 2019), which is to be observed as the saddest day on the Jewish 
calendar. It is the culmination of a period of time during which we mark the destruction of the both Holy 
Temples in Jerusalem (the First Temple was burned by the Babylonians in 423 BCE and the Second Temple 
fell to the Romans in 70 CE) and other calamities that have befallen the Jewish people on this date. It is a day 
of fasting, mourning, and prayer. In addition to abstaining from food or drink during Tisha B’Av, Jewish 
tradition also mandates refraining from wearing leather, engaging in sexual relations, washing one’s body, and 
using perfume or other such ointments. Visiting cemeteries on this day is encouraged, as if to heighten the 
sadness. 
 

I am reluctant to mourn the loss of the Temple and its place in Jewish worship. I certainly do 
not pine over the loss animal sacrifices and the caste hierarchy of priests and Levites. And who 
needs a special day to think about destruction throughout history when nowadays it seems to be 
everywhere all the time, in the news, in fiction, in action movies, and more, with 24/7 violence 
to humanity of the real and fictional kind?  
 

However, the literary centerpiece of the holiday, the book of Lamentations, Eikha, read with a 
unique special melody, not only mourns the destruction of the First Temple in Jerusalem and 
the exile of the Jewish people from its land, but provides a refrain in the word "Eikha," asking 
the question "How could it be?" It is a rhetorical question that remains unanswered.  Just as we 
sometimes misremember the book title as “Why Bad Things Happen to Good People”, the title 
really is “When Bad Things Happen to Good People.”  Since Bad Things can, and do, and will 

happen, how do we cope, respond, survive, and endure? 
 

Two months ago, I was deeply moved at the Kavod v’Nichum conference in Fort Collins when a panel of 
people from Pittsburg spoke of their first-person experiences with the tragic shooting at The Tree of Life 
synagogue. I have been unable to hold back tears each time I recount their stories. And beyond the sadness, I 
am deeply moved by their accounts of the outpouring of support they felt among their group, and from the 
local, state, regional, national and international community, both secular/civil and multi-religious. From this 
tragedy, and from the others we recall on Tisha b’Av, we can see that we can endure, we can survive, we can 
continue to be Jews and be in community in a way that holds us and heals us.  
 

Tisha b'Av is an opportunity to imagine a world of regeneration and repair, a world ripe with the possibilities 
that can grow from reaffirming life, community, and love. For example, think of the Shabbat when members of 
the Abrahamic Alliance showed up at our synagogue’s front doors with signs saying, “I will keep watch while 
you pray.”  May we contemplate tragedies and injustice with a renewed commitment to our faith and mitzvot.  

 
 
 

Elizabeth “Betty” Menkin 

 
 

Membership Committee Meeting - Join Us! 
 

Help shape the future of our synagogue. 
 

Wednesday, August 7, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

All are welcome to attend our next Membership Committee meeting. 
Bring your ideas and energy.  
 

Email Nathan at membershipvp@beth-david.org 
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Introducing Interim Religious School Principal, Rabbi Stacy Petersohn 
 

Rabbi Petersohn grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area and its Jewish 
community.  She immersed herself in synagogue life, participating in choir, Purim 
shpiels, and developed her love for learning and teaching Torah and Hebrew.  She 
spent nine summers at URJ Camps Swig and Newman, broadening her understanding 
of living Jewishly.  Rabbi Petersohn graduated from University of San Francisco with 
honors with a BA in Performing Arts and Social Justice, minoring in Jewish Studies and 
Social Justice.  Before starting her rabbinic studies, Rabbi Petersohn spent a year living 
in Jerusalem, Israel, and attending the Pardes 
Institute for Jewish Studies.  
 

In addition to Rabbinic Ordination, she received 
an MA in Jewish Education and an MA in 

Hebrew Letters from HUC-JIR. Rabbi Petersohn also participated in the 
Rabbis Without Borders fellowship and the iCenter for Israel Education’s 
educator program. Rabbi Petersohn served student pulpits and rabbinic 
intern positions at congregations in Yuma, AZ, Irvine, CA, Davis, CA, and 
the San Francisco Campus for Jewish Living in San Francisco.  She also 
served as the Jewish Student Life Rabbinic Intern at Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles, CA from 2016-2017.  In her spare time, Rabbi Petersohn loves to travel and has 
explored various cities and countries in North America, South America, Europe, and Asia. 
 

After two years serving as the rabbi of Congregation Emanu-El Israel in Greensburg, PA, Rabbi Petersohn is 
excited to return to the Bay Area as the Interim Principal of the Religious School for Congregation Beth David. 

The Beth David Levinson Library  
Invites You to Come in 

  

The Beth David Levinson Library is now open for 
everyone to come in and browse and check out books 
whenever you are at the Synagogue--even on 
Shabbat.  No locked doors!  

 

Self-checkout books by 
signing (please print or 
write clearly) your name 
and date on the card 
located in the front of the 
book, and put it into the 
checkout box on the table 
by the Library office 

door.  This works for both fiction, located in the low 
cabinet bookshelves under the TV screen on the left side 
of the back wall, and non-fiction, located in the 
bookcases on either side of the office door. Judaic 
reference works do not circulate and have no checkout 
cards but are there for your research at any time.   
 

On Shabbat you can take the  envelope with your name 
in alphabetical order from the boxes on that same table, 
slip the card inside and place it in the check out box. No 
need to write anything.  We'll take it from there. 
 

Our library collection is comparable and even the envy of 
Synagogues throughout the US.  Please make it a point 
to come in and discover these wonderful treasures! 
 

And by all means, peruse the free books on the Book 
Nook table in front of the library.  We change them out 
and add new ones all the time.  They love to go to new 
homes! 

 

The Robert Levinson Library Committee 

 

Meet and Greet  
Parents of school-age children are 
invited to meet Rabbi Petersohn on  

 

August 8, 7:30 - 8:30pm  
 

in the CBD Mercaz.  
Please join us as we welcome her 

to our community.  
(Child care not provided.) 

 

adulted@beth-david.org 

Mishna Class 
Saturday, August 17 
after lunch, approx 12:45 p.m.  
Taught by Shmuel Shultz  
This month Shmuel will discuss  
the Sabbatical Year.  

Jewish Book Discussion Group 
Saturday, August 10 
After lunch, approx 12:45 p.m. 
Kaddish.com by Nathan Englander, 
led by Ginny Baird 
The celebrated Pulitzer finalist and 
prize-winning author of Dinner at the 
Center of the Earth and What We Talk 
About When We Talk About Anne 
Frank delivers his best work yet, a 
streamlined comic masterpiece about 
a son’s failure to say Kaddish for his 
father.  
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Ritual Offerings Expanding 
Madelyn Isaacs, Ritual VP 

 

Whether you come to the synagogue daily, weekly, monthly or once in a while, you’ll notice Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 
has made her mark on our community in the first year as our Senior Rabbi. Shabbat morning services in the 
sanctuary start at 9:30am and now end between 11:30 am and noon followed by the weekly Kiddush lunch open to 
the entire community. The Kiddush lunch is made available through specific donations to the Kiddush Fund from 
members and guests in honor of special occasions or special people or just because they enjoy the lunch. Arrive by 
10am for Torah service; arrive by 11am to be sure not to miss saying kaddish. Stay for lunch. 
 

Some people find spirituality in places inside the sanctuary while others find it outside the sanctuary. Rabbi Alpert 
has expanded the offerings of services for Friday night, Saturday morning, and sometimes Sunday morning to 
encourage spiritual connection within different settings and for different interest groups. Some of the Friday night 
services will include musical instruments in response to requests from the congregation. Some are in the synagogue 
building, others are offsite, some are in our homes  - check the calendar and try them out! This is in addition to the 
various breakout sessions (netivot) regularly offered by community rabbis and volunteers on Shabbat mornings. 
 

Rabbi Alpert is impressed with the depth of our lay leadership and our Director of Operations and Ritual, Barbara 
Biran, in planning and conducting traditional Shabbat morning services and daily minyanim. Yes, we have a core 
group but are reaching out to you – all of you – with the skills or interest to participate and lead. Some of you are 
newer members and just don’t know how to get into the rotation. Some of you are long time members who come 
periodically and are willing to participate occasionally. Others have interests but are uncertain of your skills. 
Contact ritualvp@beth-david.org to participate or to ask questions. Include a topic in the subject line. Requests will 
be forwarded to appropriate staff or volunteer members of the team. 
 

Specific Roles Year-Round 
• Aliyot (Blessings before and after a Torah reading)-Aliyot are offered to congregants every Shabbat, even if 

there is a sponsored simcha. Blessings can be read in Hebrew, transliterated English and even Russian. It’s best 
to let us know in advance if you’d like an honor for a birthday (we won’t announce your age unless you do, 
promise), anniversary, yahrtzeit, traveler’s prayer, birkhat hagomel (prayer of gratitude for escaping a life 
threatening situation or recovering from an illness or surgery), retirement, or other life cycle event. Floor 
Gabbai (see below) do offer open aliyot at services, but you must come early. 

• Hagbahah (lift the Torah) – For safety reasons to lifter, Torah and congregation, the ritual committee recently 
created a list of members eligible for this honor. Let us know if you are interested in getting vetted. 

• Read Torah (in Hebrew) and Chant Haftorah (in Hebrew) –These are generally scheduled well in advance to 
allow time for preparation. Polish up those skills especially if you’ve done it before! Ask about learning to 
chant.  

• Lead Shabbat morning services in Hebrew- P’sudkei d’zimrah (introductory prayers), Shacharit, Torah 
Service, Musaf. 

• Lead services in English when Rabbi is offsite –training available for page calling. 
• Calling Gabbai (Hebrew) and Pointing Gabbai (Hebrew) – training available.  
• Lead Daily Minyan (Hebrew) Monday through Thursday evenings, Sunday morning, Friday night. 
• Drash (talk) in English – prepare and deliver short talk related to the Torah portion during Shabbat morning 

services.  
• Readings during Shabbat morning services – Hebrew and English readings. 
• Floor Gabbai (English) – manages logistics of the service including finding participants signed up for Aliyot, 

Carry Torah, Open Ark, Readings or filling in the openings in real time. Our great team wants to expand the 
number of participants. 

• Lobby Greeters (English) –welcome members and guests and give directions to various services, sessions and 
amenities. Great for the schmoozers (or not). If you can greet once in the year that helps create a welcoming 
community. 

 

Yes, High Holy Days are coming up. We are in particular need of greeters and ushers to make our community 
welcoming and functional. These are assigned in two hour shifts to meet your schedule.  
Please email ritualvp@beth-david.org if you can help out for a shift. You need not be a member.  
 

We welcome your participation. Contact ritualvp@beth-david.org to volunteer or with questions. Remember to 
include a topic in the subject line. Enjoy the rest of your summer. 

mailto:ritualvp@beth-david.org
mailto:ritualvp@beth-david.org
mailto:ritualvp@beth-david.org
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Erev Tisha B’Av Services 
Saturday, August 10, 9:15 - 11:00 p.m.  
Join us at Beth David, along with members of Congregation Sinai, for an evening service commemorating 
the destruction of the two temples and the tragedies that have befallen our people throughout history.  
 

Tisha B’Av Services @ Congregation Sinai  
Sunday, August 11, 9:00 a.m.  

Shabbat Service by the Shore   
& Picnic Supper                             

 Friday, August 2 at 6:15 p.m. 
Join us at Vasona Park in the Fishing Pier area, conveniently located  

next to a parking area, for Shabbat Service by the Shore!  
 

 We will supply challah, wine/juice, to go along with our service  
 You provide your own chairs and picnic supper!  

 

Invite your friends and family. Bring $6 cash for the vehicle entry fee.  
Please rsvp to ritualvp@beth-david.org so we can have a headcount. 
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Foster your child’s Jewish identity and values with our 

innovative pre-k through high school programs.  

Pre-K & K 
JGan-Gan 

 

Open to CBD 
Members and the 

Jewish Community  
 

For Toilet trained 
preschoolers ages 4-5 

years. Great introduction to Jewish 
education for your little ones on Sunday 
Mornings.  

Youth  
Grades 1 - 7 

Jewish Religious Education 
 

Open to CBD Members 
 

Sunday Religious School experience for 
grades 1 - 7.  The focus will be on Hebrew 
reading, prayer, and Judaica Curriculum. 
 

Grades 3 - 7  
 

Open to CBD Members  
and the Jewish Community  

 

First class is reading in Modern Hebrew. 
Second class is our Jewish Experiential 
Learning program, which allows students 
to choose from 5 rotating categories of 
Jewish studies.  

Teens 
Ages 13 - 17 
High School and  

Madrichim Programs 
 

Open to CBD Members  
and the Jewish Community  

 

Our high school program is infused with 
Social Action/
Community Service 
opportunities, current 
event discussions, 
social networking, 
Hebrew and cultural 
Jewish learning 
experiences. 

 

REGISTER TODAY 
Classes Begin September 15th

 

More Information 
www.beth-david.org/youth-education 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

    

4                           3rd of Av 
9:30am Minyan  

5                          4th of Av 
10:00am Intermediate  
     Hebrew  
11:45am Walking Through  
     the Prayerbook  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés (offsite)  
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

6                            5th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

7                          6th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
7:30pm Membership  
     Committee 

11                       10th of Av 
Tish'a B'Av 
9:30am Minyan  

12                      11th of Av 
Drop off E-Waste  
 
10:00am Intermediate  
     Hebrew  
11:45am Walking Through  
     the Prayerbook  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés (offsite) 
  
7:00pm Minyan  

13                        12th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Wine with Rabbi  
     Alpert (offsite)  
7:00pm Minyan  

14                      13th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

18                       17th of Av 
9:00am Shredding Event  
9:30am Minyan  
 
 
 
 
5:00pm San Jose Giants  
   Family Game Hosted by  
   Men's Club 

19                      18th of Av 
10:00am Intermediate  
     Hebrew  
11:45am Walking Through  
     the Prayerbook 
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés  
 
7:00pm Minyan  

20                        19th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

21                      20th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
7:30pm Board Meeting  

25                       24th of Av 
9:00am Parking Lot Clean-up 
9:30am Minyan  
10:00am 2019/20 Teacher 
    Orientation  
 
 
7:00pm Hazak Movie Night  
    “Heading Home: The Tale  
     of Team Israel” 

26                      25th of Av 
10:00am Intermediate  
     Hebrew  
11:45am Walking Through  
     the Prayerbook  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés (offsite) 
  
7:00pm Minyan  

27                       26th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

28                     27th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

Meet and Greet  
Religious School Principal, Rabbi Stacy Petersohn 

 
 

Thursday, August 8, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

Parents of school-age children are invited to meet Rabbi Petersohn.   
Please join us as we welcome her to our community. (Child care not provided.) 

 
See page 6 to get to know Rabbi Petersohn better. 

 

August  

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458700&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458701&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458702&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458703&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458707&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458708&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458709&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458710&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458714&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458715&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458716&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458717&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458721&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458722&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458723&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458724&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Thursday Friday Saturday  

1                  29th of Tamuz 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:30pm CBD Holiday Connect  
     Meeting  

2                           1st of Av 
Rosh Chodesh Av 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
6:15pm Shabbat Service by  
     the Shore  
No Services at CBD 
 
7:56pm Candle lighting 

3                           2nd of Av 
Parashat Matot-Masei 
9:30am Services  
12:00pm Kiddush 

8                           7th of Av 
11:00am Ladies Who Lunch  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
7:30pm Meet the new  
     Interim Religious School  
     Principal  

9                          8th of Av 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Shabbat @ Home 
No Services at CBD 
 
7:48pm Candle lighting 

10                          9th of Av 
Erev Tish'a B'Av 
9:30am Services  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Jewish Book  
    Discussion Group  
 
 
 
 
9:15pm Erev Tisha B’Av  
     Services  

15                       14th of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

16                      15th of Av 
 
Tu B'Av 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
6:30pm Shabbat @ Home  
No Services at CBD 
 
7:40pm Candle lighting 

17                        16th of Av 
9:30am Services  
12:00pm Kiddush 
12:45pm Mishna Class 

22                       21st of Av 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
7:00pm Dames who Dine  

23                      22nd of Av 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
 
6:00pm BBQ and Barchu  
7:00pm Services  
7:31pm Candle lighting 

24                       23rd of Av 
9:30am Services  
12:00pm Kiddush 

29 28th of Av 
 
 
3:30pm CBD Blood Drive  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

30                      29th of Av 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Services 
7:21pm Candle lighting 

31                       30th of Av 
9:30am Services  
12:00pm Kiddush 

BBQ and Barchu 

Friday, August 23, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Join us for our annual BBQ & Barchu event!  

Reconnect with friends and ready yourselves for the Jewish New Year.  

Enjoy a wonderful BBQ dinner with all the fixings.  
 

RSVP and pre-payment required. See page 13 

Saturday,  
August 10 @ 9:15pm 
Erev Tisha B’Av Services 
See page 8 

Wednesday,  
August 7 @ 7:30pm 
Membership Committee 
Meeting 
See page 5 
 

Tuesday 
August 13 @ 6:30pm 
 Wine with Rabbi  
     Alpert (offsite)  
See page 15 

Thursday 
August 29 @ 3:30pm 
Blood Drive  
See page 12 

Friday Night  
Services  

 
August 2 @ 6:15pm 
Shabbat by the Shore  
See page 8 
 
August 9 & 16 
Shabbat @ Home  
See page 15 
 
August 23 @ 6:00pm 
BBQ and Barchu 
See page 13 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458697&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458698&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458699&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458704&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458705&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458706&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458711&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458712&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458713&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458718&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458719&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458720&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458726&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458727&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458709&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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E-Waste Recycling   
August 12 - 16 

 

Bring your e-waste to CBD 
for free recycling.  

 

 
Drop off during business hours from 8/12-16.  
 

CBD staff will provide a cart to move your items 
from your vehicle to the drop-off site, but can 
not assist with lifting or unloading your items. 
 

Accepted items: Computer Monitors, Laptops, 
Computers, Copiers & Printers, Projectors, 
Medical Equipment, Lab Equipment, CRT 
Screens, Televisions, LCD Screens, PCB Boards, 
Faxes, Calculators, Stereo Systems, Cell 
Phones, IT Equipment. 
 

Can’t come during business hours? Call the 
office for assistance 408-257-3333.  

  

 

CBD Blood Drive 
 

Thursday August 29  

3:30 - 7:30pm  
 

Schedule an Appointment:   

www.sbcdonor.org or 650-723-7831.  

Please use sponsor code 0722  

 

Ladies Who Lunch  
Thursday, August 8 
11:00am - 1:00pm 

Dames Who Dine  
Thursday, August 22  
7:00 - 9:00pm  

Email cbd.women@beth-david.org  
for locations. 

These are casual opportunities for women 
of all ages to get together and socialize.  

 

Shredding Event 
Sunday August 18 

9:00am - 12:00pm   
 

CBD Members may bring 
up to 4 bankers boxes to be 
shredded FOR FREE, 
onsite by PROSHRED®’s 
high capacity shredding 
truck!  
 

You must present the shredding flyer that will 
be sent via email to all CBD members.  
 
Additional boxes of shredding are $5 each, 
payable in cash, exact change only. 
 

Non-members are welcome to bring their 
shredding as well, at a rate of $5/box, payable 
in cash, exact change only. 

Questions? 
Please call the office at 408-257-3333  

 

Selichot – Saying Sorry 
Saturday, September 21 

9:00 - 11:30pm  
 

Join Rabbi Alpert as we prepare for the High 
Holy Days by exploring practical challenges 
of self-evaluation, personal change and 
repentance.  
 

The High Holy Days begin on September 29 
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6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Join us for our annual BBQ & Barchu event! 

Reconnect with friends and ready yourselves for 

the Jewish New Year. Enjoy a wonderful BBQ 

dinner with all the fixings. Options are:  

• Hot Dog $12.00  

• Chicken $18 

• Veggie Burger $12  

• Chicken Nuggets $8  
 

RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call 

the office at 408-257-3333.  

Pre-payment required. Deadline is 8/14 or when 

event sells out.  
 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
All are welcome to attend services after the BBQ.  
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Tikkun Olam Team  
 
 

You’re not expected to complete a task of 
repairing the world, but neither are you free to 
avoid it! -  Rabbi Tarfon 
 

Our next Tikkun Olam Team meeting is 
Wednesday, August 7, 7:30pm  
at Dorothy Dorsay’s home.  
Email cbd.tikkun@beth-david.org for address.   

 

Shabbat @ Home  
Fridays, August 9 & 16 

 

Create your own Shabbat experience @ home. 
Shabbat, the Jewish Sabbath, is a 25-hour 
period of rest lasting from just before sunset on 
Friday evening until nightfall on Saturday. The 
idea is to take a break from ordinary life, and 
focus on family, community, and spiritual 
growth.  
 
Look on our website for links to Shabbat rituals:  
www.beth-david.org/shabbat-rituals  

 
Additional Friday Night Services in August 

• August 2, Shabbat by The Shore (see page 8) 
• August 23, BBQ and Barchu (see page 13) 

 

CBD Parking Lot Clean-Up 

Sunday, August 25 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 

In preparation for the High Holy Days, please 
join us as we trim trees, prune bushes, and clear 
out dead leaves and weeds around our parking 
lot.  
 

Bring your rakes, shears, pruners, saws, ladders 
and gloves.   
 

Water will be 
provided.   
 

Feel free to invite 
others (spouses, 
kids, friends, etc.) 
to help.  More 
hands means we 
can get more done 
in our time slot.. 
 

Questions?  
Contact the office at 
408-257-3333  

 

 

Rabbi Alpert wants to  

hear from you... 
 

Wine with Rabbi Alpert  

Tuesday, August 13  

6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Enoteca La Storia 
416 North Santa Cruz Ave 

Los Gatos   
 

The first few bottles are  

on her!  

 

Rabbi Alpert is eager to hear  

your thoughts on the year that  

has passed since she joined  

Beth David as well as what you  

might like to see happen in the 

future.  

 

https://www.beth-david.org/shabbat-rituals/
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August Birthdays 

August Anniversaries  
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Contributions 
Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received  

between June 1 –30 following individuals and families. 
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Contributions (continued) 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

Congregation Beth David  

Mah Jongg Tournament 

Sunday, November 10 @ 9:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fun day of tournament Mah Jongg at Beth David with prizes and lunch! Tournament play is 
12 games, 4 games per hour, and players rotate tables every hour. All players are welcome so 

please bring your friends!  
 

RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp  
or call the office at 408-257-3333.  
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Officers  
 President     Betty Menkin   president@beth-david.org 
 Executive VP    Wendy Glasser   executivevp@beth-david.org 
 Administration VP    Ron Ruebusch    adminvp@beth-david.org 
 Education VP    Ruth Bareket   educationvp@beth-david.org 
 Finance VP     Michael Leitner    financevp@beth-david.org 
 Membership  VP    Nathan Handelsman  membershipvp@beth-david.org 
 Ritual VP     Madelyn Isaacs   ritualvp@beth-david.org 
 Recording Secretary   Cathy Beyda    recsecretary@beth-david.org 
 Treasurer     Bob Bankirer   treasurer@beth-david.org 
 Financial Secretary   Alex Drukarev   finsecretary@beth-david.org 

General Board 

Immed. Past Pres.   Bill Beyda  
Director at Large  Elizabeth Batson 
Director at Large  Opher Harel 
Director at Large  Susan Leitner  
Director at Large  Open 
Director at Large  Alison Ruebusch 
Director at Large  Michael Bierman 

Dir. at Large Youth Chair    Sharon Horovitz 
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair    Lee Hirsch 
Dir. at Large Finance Rep   Gene Tenberg 
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep Carol Cassell 
Dir. at Large Program Chair   Barbara Green 
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep    Cathy Beyda 
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep    Art Singer 

 

Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________  

Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108 

Billing: (Choose One) 

______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly 

______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________ 

Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333  

   Congregation Beth David  
_____Endowment Fund _____ Kiddush Fund _____ Area of Greatest Need  
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Congregation Beth David 
19700 Prospect Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070-3352 
 
Change service requested 
 

Nonprofit Org 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Permit No. 94 
Cupertino, CA 

Did you know the D’var is available online?  
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.  

Family Night at the San Jose Giants 
Hosted by CBD Men’s Club 
August 18  
5:00pm 
See page 4 for details 
on ticket purchasing 
and pricing.  

 

Erev Tisha B’Av Services 
Saturday, August 10 
9:15 - 11:00pm  
See page 8 for 
details.  
 

 
BBQ & Barchu!!! 

Friday, August 23 @ 6:00pm 
Come our traditional end of Summer BBQ 
dinner with all the fixings. This event 
always sells out. See page 13 for details.  


