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Main Office 

408-257-3333 
info@beth-david.org 

 
 

Rabbis 
Jaymee Alpert 
Senior Rabbi 
408-366-9104  
rabbialpert@beth-david.org 
 
Daniel J. Pressman 
Rabbi Emeritus 
pressman@beth-david.org 

 
 

Staff 
Sarah Hanuka 
Director of Lifelong Learning 
408-366-9116  
hanuka@beth-david.org 
 
Barbara Biran 
Director of Lifecycle Events & 
Synagogue Ritual and Interim 
Director of Operations  
408-366-9106  
biran@beth-david.org 
 
Monica Hernandez 
Member Account Associate 
408-366-9108 
hernandez@beth-david.org 
 
Jillian Cosgrave 
Front Office Associate 
408-366-9110  
cosgrave@beth-david.org 
 
Lynn Crocker 
Mkt & Comm Associate 
408-366-9102  
crocker@beth-david.org 
 
Youth Education Program 
408-366-9101 
RSadmin@beth-david.org  
 
Jewish Experience for Teens  
JET@beth-david.org 

Want To See the D’var In Full Color?  

 

To stop receiving a hard copy of D’var and receive an email notification 
when the full color, online version is published, email:  

dvar@beth-david.org  

View it online: 
www.beth-david.org/communications/dvar 

mailto:info@beth-david.org
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Dear Friends, 
 

Over the last few weeks, we have incorporated two new traditions into our Shabbat morning services.  We 
have begun calling two people to the Torah to share an aliyah under certain circumstances, and we have added 
the opportunity to bensch gomel (recite the prayer for recovering and/or emerging from a dangerous situation) 
as a group.   
 

Here is more explanation: 
There are four circumstances in which we now will call a couple to the Torah to share an aliyah:  a couple 
celebrating their Auf Ruf (upcoming wedding); a couple celebrating a wedding anniversary; parents of a baby 

about to be named; and parents of a Bar / Bat Mitzvah.  We (an ad-hoc ritual sub-
committee) have chosen these specific events because the couple shares the simcha 
(celebration) on these occasions, and so it makes sense to honor them together, if they 
wish.  If a couple prefers to have separate honors, that is also fine. 
 

While this is a change from Beth David’s previous policy of one person per aliyah, it 
has been an acceptable practice within the Conservative Movement for well over 25 
years.  In his 1993 teshuvah (responsum), to the question of whether or not calling 
couples to the Torah is acceptable in Conservative synagogues, Rabbi Kassel Abelson 
explains the evolution of the Torah service throughout the centuries.  In the conclusion 
of his teshuvah, he writes the following: 
 

“Aliyot for couples can be justified halakhically by recognizing the readiness of the rabbis of past 
generations to find good reasons to meet the needs of their changing congregations, by the Baraita 
found in the Yerushalmi permitting two to read together from the Torah, by the precedent of group 
aliyot on Simchat Torah, by the contemporary responsum permitting joint aliyot for B’nai Mitzvah and 
by the custom in many of our congregations of giving couples joint aliyot.  Hence though aliyot for 
individuals remains the norm, the practice in many of our Conservative congregations of giving aliyot 
to couples is acceptable.”  

 

We are excited to be able to offer couples a joint aliyah if they so desire. 
 

With regard to bensching gomel, we thought it would be a meaningful addition to our service to offer people 
the opportunity to give thanks for healing from illness, returning safely from travel, and/or emerging from 
danger on a regular basis.  We recite the Misheberach each week on Shabbat, which asks for healing for those 
in need.  The gomel blessing allows those who have recovered to offer gratitude.   
 

On the second Shabbat of each month, we will add a group gomel blessing to the Torah service.  Anyone who 
wishes will be invited to stand (or remain seated) and recite the blessing:  
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu melekh ha-olam ha-gomel l’hayavim tovot, she-g’malani kol tov.   
Praised are You Adonai our God, who rules the universe, showing goodness to us beyond our merits, for 
bestowing favor upon me. 
 

The congregation will then respond:                                                                                               
Mi she-g’malkhem kol tov, hu yigmol’khem kol tov, selah.                                                          
May God who has been gracious to you continue to favor you with all that is good. 
 

There may be times when you wish to recite the gomel blessing individually.  If you do, please contact 
Barbara Biran to let her know, and we will try to accommodate your request. 
 

I hope that these two new traditions will infuse even more meaning into our Shabbat morning experience.   
Warmly, 

 
 
 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 
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May: 
5/1 Wednesday  

 Regular Religious School classes at 4pm 

5/4 Saturday 

 Youth Congregation at 10:30am 

5/5 Sunday 

 Last Sunday of Religious School at 9:30am 

 Graduation 7
th
 & 12

th
 graders at 11:00am 

5/8 Wednesday 

 Last Wednesday of Religious School at 4pm 

5/11 Saturday 

 Last Day of Shabbat School – Youth Congregation/ 

 services led by our  6
th
 graders! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Graduation 
Sunday, May 5 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
All are welcome as we honor 
our 7th graders and high school 
seniors for achieving a 
milestone in our religious 
school.  
 
The school will host a light 
lunch after the moving up 
ceremony.   

7th graders: 
Peter Aguirre 
Susan Fahn 
Diego Grossman 
Jacob Singer 

Daniel Sloutsky 
Natalie Spielvogel 
Ilan Varshavsky 
David Veksler 

12th graders: 
Danielle Horovitz 
Morayah Horovitz 

Honor These Gradates!  
Make a donation in the name of one or more of them online through your 

Chaverweb account or call the office at 408-257-3333.  
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President’s perspective 

By  Elizabeth (Betty) Menkin 

“Bone Voyage” to Dani  
 
The yellow Lab service-dog puppy-in-training, Daenerys (Dani) has been a ‘services dog’ at Beth David since 
Rosh Hashana 2017 (you may recall her as a baby puppy at those services). On May 10th she will be returned to 
Santa Rosa to walk across the stage at the matriculation ceremony as her professional training begins with 
Canine Companions for Independence (CCI).  
 

I want to thank all you congregants who have been so good about helping Dani learn when she is here on leash 
and around a lot of people, her job is to pay attention to me or to Bill; she does not think that when she goes into 
public she will be entertained by everyone she meets. On the other hand, she also learned, when given 
permission, to be politely sociable, and returning her attention to me when I ask her to. I feel very grateful to 
Congregation Beth David for being welcoming and for participating in helping us with our service-puppy-
raising mitzvah. 
 

“Isn’t it hard to give them up?” Well, yes! But it has me thinking that a lot of what we 
volunteer to do has both rewards and emotional risks. I think again about why my husband 
and I volunteered to do this puppy-raising effort (three times, so far!).  It has to do with the 
same motivations that helped me decide to accept the nomination to be your synagogue 
president. Others had done this service for my benefit, and it was an opportunity for me to 
give back and do this for others. 
 

Bill and I got into puppy-raising volunteering as a way to give back for what blessings we 
had received, ourselves, from having a fully trained CCI Facility Dog, Nivek, work with us 
on in our jobs from 2002 to 2014. We felt so grateful that we were able to help those under 
our care even more because of having that dog. Each Service Dog and Facility Dog from 
CCI represents hours of the puppy-raiser’s donated time and donated resources that go into 
raising and caring for a puppy, socializing it, teaching it the 30 commands of basic manners, 

and preparing it to learn more from the professional trainers. Someone had done this work for us, so we wanted 
to do this for others. At the same time, we puppy-raisers get the joy of living with a fabulous dog, bred from a 
long line of dogs selected for their temperament, smarts, work ethic, and sweet nature, and we get weekly group
-classes with a professional trainer who teaches us how to bring out the best in these dogs.  
 

Will it be hard to give up this dog? Yes, but I can hold both that pain of letting her go and the joy of having had 
her in my life, the joy of seeing her have a chance to do amazing work for someone else. Yes, I love her, but the 
recipient also needs her.  Just as I kvell’ed when my daughters left home for college, although I miss that they 
no longer live at home, I will rejoice at Dani’s success, if all goes well. And although we did not replace our 
daughters, we plan to get a new puppy again this fall!  
 

Like volunteer ‘jobs’ should be, raising puppies has combined struggles and hard work with the rewards and the 
joy of the process, also giving us a sense of community with the other volunteers. I see this being similar to the 
theme about synagogue volunteering that one of my mentor leaders told me, “Committees Create Community!” 
I see people at Beth David working together to accomplish things for the synagogue and at the same time 
creating new and deeper connections with other members, sharing the work and the sense of purpose, as I have 
with my board service here.  May your volunteer activities at Beth David be equally rewarding. 

 
 
 

Elizabeth “Betty” Menkin 

Welcome New Member—Michael Diamond  
Welcome Back Members— Al & Dalia Milgram  
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CBD Women’s Flea Market  
is May 5th  

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
 

We have a variety of items including:   
• Housewares, Kitchen Items, Small Appliances 
• Jewelry, Artwork 
• Judaica 
• Toys/games/books 
• Baby Items 
• Electronics  
• Clothes  
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Security Committee Report 

Last December at the Annual Meeting, our membership overwhelmingly voted that Beth David should increase 
its security posture in light of events that have sadly been occurring throughout the country on a too-frequent 
basis.  As a result, member access to the building now requires the use of a card key or the assistance of staff or 
our new guard.  Our internal and external security camera system has been doubled in size and former blind 
spots have now been eliminated.  A crisis response plan has been developed and training has occurred for all of 
our teachers and staff.  We have installed and tested a blast notification text message system that would be used 
in the event that an emergency building evacuation situation occurs.  Additional panic buttons have been 
purchased and installed.   
 

But, as you can imagine, there is always more to do.  The Security Committee has developed a prioritized list 
of eleven additional safety and security facility upgrades, six of which require major financial investment.   It 
would be prudent to implement these improvements as soon as we can.  It is going to take a significant 
investment on a sustained basis over many years to fully implement these improvements.   
 

Here’s what you can do to help: 
Shortly after Passover, you will be receiving the Annual Sustaining Letter from the Finance Committee asking 
you to specify your commitment to Beth David for the fiscal year of July 2019 to June 2020.  The letter is 
going to request an increase of about 7% over the commitment you made last year.  Half of that amount is 
targeted to support the security enhancements the membership prioritized last December.   
 

There is a saying “Freedom isn’t free.”  Neither is security.  When you are deciding your Sustaining 
Commitment to Beth David, please seriously consider doing your part to provide the resources to enhance the 
security of our community. 

 
Please share our joy as our son, Jacob,  

is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

 We invite you to join us for Kiddush lunch following the service. 

 Blanka and Art Singer 

Please share our joy as our daughter, Susan,  

is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 

Saturday, May 11, 2019 

We invite you to join us for Kiddush lunch following the service. 

Paul and Maggie Fahn 

Please share our joy as our son, Ilan,  

is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on  

Saturday, May 25, 2019 

We invite you to join us for Kiddush lunch following the service. 

Irina and Oleg Varshavsky 
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Open to all families of JK-7th graders  
 
Let’s get together to celebrate the end of the 
school year!  Please join us for a special Kabbalat 
Shabbat service followed by a potluck dinner.   
 

FREE. RSVP by Sunday, April 28.  
Potluck assignments by will be made by grades.   
RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call 
the office at 408-257-3333.  

 

This is a lighthearted, interactive, Shabbat program 
for tots. Includes songs, stories, puppets and more.  

Join us for a fun Kabbalat Shabbat for 
our families with young children. There 
will be music, story telling, and a short, 
age-appropriate prayer service, 
followed by cookies and juice.  
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From the VP of membership 

By David fishman 

Israel at 71: Great Power, Great Responsibility 
 

In November 2018 we lost one of the most influential Jewish American creative thinkers in popular culture. I'm 
talking of course about Stan (Lieber) Lee. It's hard to overstate his impact on American culture, as comic books 
went from a marginal throwaway to a dominant force in media and entertainment. 
 

Jews were big on superheroes. Jerry Siegel and Joe Schuster created Superman in 1938 with a motto anchored 
on the Hebrew biblical phrase truth and justice, "Emet va-tzedek".  The man from Krypton, whose family had 
Hebrew sounding names like Kal-el, was an instant hit. Ironically, the influence of comic books largely created 
by Jews sparked a backlash spearheaded by a  Jew, psychiatrist Frederick (Wertheimer) Wertham. His 
notorious 1950s study "Seduction of the Innocent" blamed adolescent misbehavior on comics, leading to 
congressional hearings and bans on publication. 
 

When Stan Lee and his collaborator Jack Kirby (born Jacob Kurtzberg) rebooted Marvel Comics after 
Wertheim’s scandalmongering, their superheroes shed the sunny optimism of the original Superman. Their 
protagonists lived between exclusion and empowerment, enriched by self-awareness, cynicism, and wry humor; 
very New York, and very Jewish. Not a few superheroes served as a metaphor for Jews and Blacks and other 
minorities, excluded despite the gifts they could bring to society.  The Fantastic Four featured Ben Grimm, a 
brawny orange-skinned granite superhero, famous for struggling with the burdens inflicted by cosmic rays on 
his monstrous appearance. It’s an emotional narrative that has always rung true for me. 
 

But even I was unprepared for the punch packed by Black Panther, the first of the last 3 Marvel movies 
launched in Stan Lee’s lifetime. The gut-wrenching origin story begins the African Diaspora of nearby 
Oakland. An ancient civilization facing modernity. It’s a saga of competing visions for liberation and national 
pride, resistance, oppression and persecution, military prowess, great intellectual achievements, bloody sibling 
rivalry,  open-air market places, compressed into 134 minutes of Hollywood blockbuster. 
 

My personal lightning bolt came when I realized how close the story was to the Zionist dream of Israel, our own 
modern saga of a national homeland restored. The fictional kingdom of Wakanda, like Israel, grapples with the 
continuous aspiration to find meaning in the pursuit of a just society, law and order, comfort and safety, all at 
once. 
 

As the demanding din of our media climate drives us to seek perfection, it's easy to miss Israel's genuine 
achievements in spite of political and social imperfections that are the reality of any modern state. Just before 
Passover,  Israeli scientists at Tel Aviv University announced they had successfully created a working artificial 
human heart from collagen using 3D printing. The achievement is a fact to rival any comic book fiction Stan 
Lee could have dreamed up. It’s a truly fitting way to celebrate the 71st anniversary of Israel’s declaration of 
independence this May 9th. 
 

The cheap and easy perfectionism of social media often fools us into trying to choose between winners and 
losers in every conflict. Politicians seeking to better the lives of their constituents at the same time that they 
pursue their own agendas are nothing new. The new government of Israel has yet to be formed, but the makeup 
of the coalition doesn't seem to suggest any great change from the previous configuration. Our challenge is to 
look beyond the political sphere, to avoid personalizing differences to the level that we cannot sustain proper 
and deferential dialogue. We cannot relent in pursuing truth and justice even if the narrative isn’t what we want 
to see. 
 

It is not for nothing that Stan Lee taught us, through the voice of Spiderman’s uncle, that “With great power 
comes great responsibility.” The key to achieving a more trustworthy, compassionate, and peaceful world is not 
neatly through the decisive defeat of one's rivals. It is in aspiring to realize the heroic relationship between great 
power and great responsibility, whether we see it in movies, news media, comic books, or the texts that gave us 
our traditions to begin with. 
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Community Yom HaShoah  
Memorial Service 

 

Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Avenue 
Wednesday, May 1  

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Commemorate Yom HaShoah with us in this 
community memorial service. We are honored to have 
Max Garcia, a survivor, join us as a guest speaker, 
along with the participation of the Jewish clergy of the 
community, a community adult choir and children's 
choir. 
 

Questions? Email admin@templesanjose.org or call 
408-292-0939.  
 
Please note that neighborhood parking restrictions 
have been lifted for the evening. 

The County of Santa Clara 
Holocaust Remembrance 

Ceremony  
 

County Government Building, 
70 W. Hedding Street 

Thursday, May 2 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

Recognizing Courageous Diplomats and Foreign 
Service personnel from many countries who 
used their roles and acted to save Jews during 
the Holocaust.  

mailto:admin@templesanjose.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

   1                    26th of Nisan 
11th day of the Omer 
11:30am CBD Women Movie  
     and Discussion (offsite) 
 
 
 
  
4:00pm JEWEL  
7:00pm Minyan  
7:00pm Community Yom  
    HaShoah Memorial Service 
    @ Temple Emanu-El  

5                  30th of Nisan 
15th day of the Omer 
Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 
9:00am Haftarah Trope  
9:00am CBD Women's Flea  
     Market  
9:30am Minyan  
9:30am JCORE  
9:30am JET Program  
11:00am Religious School  
     Graduations  

6                      1st of Iyyar 
16th day of the Omer 
Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 
10:00am Intermediate  
    Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
    for FSU Émigrés (offsite) 
 
 
  
7:00pm Minyan 
 

7                    2nd of Iyyar 
17th day of the Omer 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
     Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

8                       3rd of Iyyar 
18th day of the Omer 
Yom HaZikaron 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00pm JEWEL 
  
7:00pm Minyan 

12                   7th of Iyyar 
22nd day of the Omer 
Mother's Day 
9:30am Minyan  
10:00am Neshama Body and 
    Soul  
3:00pm The Spirit of ’76  
    (Trombones)  

13                    8th of Iyyar 
23rd day of the Omer 
10:00am Intermediate  
    Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés (offsite) 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

14                  9th of Iyyar 
24th day of the Omer 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
    Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:30pm Tikkum Olam  
    Committee Meeting 

15                   10th of Iyyar 
25th day of the Omer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:30pm Program Committee  
    Meeting  

19                14th of Iyyar 
29th day of the Omer 
Pesach Sheni 
9:30am Minyan  

20                  15th of Iyyar 
30th day of the Omer 
10:00am Intermediate  
     Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés (offsite)  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

21                16th of Iyyar 
31st day of the Omer 
11:00am Modern Hebrew - 
     Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

22                   17th of Iyyar 
32nd day of the Omer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:30pm Board Meeting  

26                 21st of Iyyar 
36th day of the Omer 
9:30am Minyan 

27                 22nd of Iyyar 
37th day of the Omer 
Memorial Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

28                23rd of Iyyar 
38th day of the Omer 
11:00am Modern Hebrew - 
     Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

29                   24th of Iyyar 
39th day of the Omer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

May 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458605&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458609&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458610&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458611&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458612&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458616&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458617&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458618&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458619&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458623&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458624&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458625&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458626&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458630&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458631&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458632&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458633&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Thursday  Friday Saturday  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2                   27th of Nisan 
12th day of the Omer 
Yom HaShoah 
11:00am Modern History of  
     Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
     Beginner  
 
4:00pm Santa Clara County 
    Holocaust Remembrance  
    Ceremony @ County  
    Government Building  
7:00pm Minyan  

3                  28th of Nisan 
13th day of the Omer 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat &  
    Potluck Dinner  
7:41pm Candle lighting 

4                    29th of Nisan  
14th day of the Omer 
9:30am Services/Jacob Singer  
     Bar Mitzvah  
10:00am Parashah Yoga  
10:30am Mindfulness and  
    Meditation Through the   
    Hasidic Lens  
10:30am Youth Congregation  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Menschlichkeit 101  

9                     4th of Iyyar 
19th day of the Omer 
Yom HaAtzma'ut 
11:00am Modern History of  
     Israel  
11:00am Ladies Who Lunch  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
     Beginner  
  
 
5:15pm Israel Independence 
    Day @ the JCC 
7:00pm Minyan  

10                   5th of Iyyar 
20th day of the Omer 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Services  
7:48pm Candle lighting 

11                    6th of Iyyar 
21st day of the Omer 
9:30am JCORE Shabbat  
     School  
9:30am Services/Susan Fahn  
     Bat Mitzvah  
10:30am An Exploration of  
     Shabbat Prayer & Study  
     for Russian Speakers  
11:00am Tot Shabbat  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Jewish Book  
    Discussion Group  

16                 11th of Iyyar 
26th day of the Omer 
11:00am Modern History of  
     Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
     Beginner  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

17                 12th of Iyyar 
27th day of the Omer 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Services  
7:54pm Candle lighting 

18                 13th of Iyyar 
28th day of the Omer 
9:30am Services  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Israel Today 
    Discussion – Current  
     Events  

23                 18th of Iyyar 
33rd day of the Omer 
Lag BaOmer 
11:00am Modern History of  
     Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
     Beginner  
7:00pm Minyan 
7:00pm Dames who Dine 

24                 19th of Iyyar 
34th day of the Omer 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
6:30pm Services  
7:59pm Candle lighting 

25                  20th of Iyyar 
35th day of the Omer 
9:30am Services/Ilan 
   Varshavsky Bar Mitzvah  
10:15am Approachable Torah 
11:00am Tot Shabbat  
12:00pm Kiddush 

30                 25th of Iyyar 
40th day of the Omer 
11:00am Modern History of  
     Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
    Beginner  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

31                 26th of Iyyar 
41st day of the Omer 
10:00am Talmud Study  
 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat  
     with Shabbatatot!  
 
8:04pm Candle lighting 

 

Holocaust 
Remembrance 

in Our 
Community 

See page 10 
 

Wednesday, May 1 
7:00pm  

Community Yom  
HaShoah Memorial Service @ 

Temple Emanu-El 
 

Thursday, May 2  
4:00pm  

Santa Clara County 
Holocaust Remembrance  

Ceremony @ County  
Government Building   

Celebrate Israel 
Independence 

Day  
Thursday, May 9 

5:15pm  
@ APJCC Los Gatos 

See page 11 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat  
with Shabbatatot!  

 

Friday, May 31  
5:30pm  

See page 8 
 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458606&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458607&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458608&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458613&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458614&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458615&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458620&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458621&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458622&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458627&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458628&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458629&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458634&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458635&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Relay For Life 
Saturday, July 13, 10:00 a.m. to Sunday, July 14, 10:00 a.m.  

 
Please join us as CBD Team Sandy/Susan once again walks to help fund research to find a cure 
for cancer. Relay For Life is a grass roots, community-based team event. Light up your community 
and honor every life touched by cancer. Dedicate a luminaria to a loved one lost, someone 
currently battling, or anyone who has overcome cancer. Stop by to walk with Team CBD anytime.   

   

Visit www.beth-david.org/cbd-relay to find out how you can donate and participate.  
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Matinee Movie & Lunch Discussion Group  
Wednesday, May 1, 11:30am – 3:00pm 
 

Ladies Who Lunch  
Thursday, May 9, 11:00am –1:00pm  
 

Dames Who Dine  
Thursday, May 23, 7:00 -  9:00pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested in morning walks?  
Email Wendy Glasser at  

cbd.amwalk@beth-david.org  
 

 
Be sure to attend the  
Flea Market on May 5  

See page 6 
 

Summer Book Recommendations  
Monday, June 3, 7:30 - 9:00pm  

 

Looking forward to summer and 
summertime reading?  We’ve got you 
covered!  Dori Jaroslow and Robin 
Stern from Books, Inc., will share their 
recommendations about a selection of 
new adult and children’s books we 
should dig into.   
 

Some books will be available at the 
event for purchase. Dessert and coffee 
will be provided.  
 

Feel free to bring a bottle of wine to 
share 
 

FREE but please RSVP by May 27 to help us plan for the event. 
RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or call the office at  
408-257-3333.   

Menschlichkeit 101 
Saturday, May 4  
After lunch, approx. 1:00 p.m. 
Join us after kiddush lunch to learn more about the importance of compassion 
and respect from Rabbi Pressman. 

Jewish Book Discussion Group 
Saturday, May 11   
After lunch, approx. 1:00 p.m. 
Can't We Talk About Something More Pleasant? By Roz Chast 
In her first memoir, New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast brings her signature wit to the topic 
of aging parents.  

Israel Today Discussion  Current Events 
Saturday, May 18   
After lunch, approx. 1:00 p.m. 
After Kiddush lunch every 3rd Saturday of the month, come join and discuss 
current events of our homeland Israel.  

mailto:cbd.amwalk@beth-david
https://www.chaverweb.net/Congregant/SignUp.aspx?key=C23288050705&sid=3563
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Offsite Meeting 
 Tuesday, May 14th at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new Tikkum Olam committee has formed and 
we are welcoming individuals interested in 
working on projects and programs the areas of 
Social Action and/or Social Justice.  
 

We have started brainstorming ideas and are 
looking forward to adding to them and 
implementing them in the near future.   
 

The meeting is open to all who want to 
contribute. Please email Bonnie at 
bjewished@beth-david.org for location.  If you 
want to participate on the committee but cannot 
attend the meeting, please email Bonnie.  

Neshama Body and Soul 

Pray, Sweat, Reflect 

Sunday, May 12th  

 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Taught by Rabbi Alpert. Neshama Body 

and Soul is a practice that combines 

movement and spiritual reflection. 

Through strength-training and various 

forms of prayer, our intention is to 

reconnect our physical and spiritual 

selves. Please wear work out clothes 

and sneakers, bring a bottle of water, 

and although this is not Yoga, feel free 

to bring your own mat, if you prefer.   

 

Netivot Haneshamah  - Shabbat Morning Sessions 
 

Parashah Yoga   May 4, 10:00 a.m. 
Parashah Yoga provides a refreshing mix of Jewish learning (with themes flowing from the weekly 
parsha, upcoming holidays, and beyond) with guided meditation, breath work and asana 
practice. Suitable for all levels. Led by Rabbi Laurie Matzkin 
 

Mindfulness and Meditation  Through the Hasidic Lens  May 4, 10:30 a.m. 
Using Hassidic Torah text and stories, this class enables participants to find personal meaning in Jewish 
prayer and discover that current spiritual tools are rooted in the traditional Jewish experience. Led by 
Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia 
 

An Exploration of Shabbat Prayer & Study  May 11, 10:30 a.m.                           
For Russian speakers. Led by Rabbi Ilana Baird, in Russian 
 

Approachable Torah  May 25  10:15 a.m.    
A lively conversation about the Torah portion. Participants connect Torah lessons to their own 
experiences and create drashot – messages of meaning for everyday life. Led by Rabbi Allan Berkowitz 
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CBD Women's Holiday Connect Packages a Big Hit!   
 

The last CBD Women's Holiday Connect package was delivered to our young adults for Purim 
This was the third packet in the series. 
 

This year, 26 young adults received Holiday Connect packages from CBD Women. Special 
packages were made up for those with food allergies. 
 

Participants and recipients responded with many positive comments! 
 

We are looking for more adults who would like to help out with this project next year. For more 
information, please email CBD.HolidayConnect@beth-david.org. 
  
Lori Passett and Bonnie Slavitt - Co-chairs 

mailto:CBD.Holidayconnect@beth-david.org
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In December 2018, Dr. Marcia Bankirer accompanied 
an interdisciplinary group of graduate students to 
Johannesburg and Cape Town. The group had spent 
the term leading up to the trip looking at various 
aspects of education, law, healthcare, environment, 
and human services in relation to pre-and post-
apartheid.  
 

While in the country the group applied their 
knowledge as they visited schools, agencies, 
museums, and met with several social justice 
activists.  
 

At this Adult Ed Session, Dr. Bankirer will share her 
impressions and insights from her time in South 
Africa.  

Dr. Bankirer earned her Ph.D. in Adult and Higher Education Administration 
from the University of Wyoming and her M.Ed. in Adult and Continuing 
Education from Colorado State University. She is currently the new dean of 
the Pacific Oaks College in San Jose. 
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May Anniversaries  
May Birthdays 
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Martin & Sheryl Rattner, Mazal Tov! In honor of your 30th wedding  
     anniversary and Marcy & Steven's aufruf, from Marshall & Marlene  
     Burak 
Marshall & Marlene Burak, in honor of your anniversary, from Ike &  
     Ronee Nassi 
Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, in honor of your granddaughter and Emily and  
     Guy Shani's daughter, from David & Deborah Hoffman 
Joel & Myrtle Schwartz, in memory of Bryan Schwartz, from Betty  
     Becker 
Marshall & Marlene Burak, in honor of your 60th wedding anniversary,  
     from Rhonda Farber 
Sheryl and Martin Rattner, Mazal Tov! In honor of the aufruf of Marcy  
     Rattner and Steven Lemon and on your 30th anniversary, from  
     Jeffrey & Carol Weiss 
Madelyn and Dov Isaacs, Mazal Tov on the birth of your granddaughter,  
     Orly Florence Shani, from Jeffrey & Carol Weiss 
Joel & Myrtle Schwartz, in memory of Bryan Schwartz, from Deborah  
     Estreicher 
Irene Spector, in memory of your mother, Evelina Suhler, from William  
     & Elizabeth Menkin MD 
Joel & Myrtle Schwartz, in memory of Bryan Schwartz, from Tamar  
    Jacobs 
Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, in honor of Orly Florence's birth, from Noah &  
    Ruth Bareket 
Joel & Myrtle Schwartz, in memory of your son, Bryan Schwartz, from  
    Noah & Ruth & Maya Bareket 
Irene Spector & Family, in memory of your mother, Evelina Suhler,  
     from Joseph & Iris Bendahan 
Irene Spector & Family, in memory of your mother, Evelina Suhler,  
    from Sheryl & Martin Rattner 
Irene Spector, in memory of Evelina Suhler, from Laurie Himelstein 
  

Rabbi Alpert Discretionary Fund 
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, in memory of Bryan Schwartz, from Joel &  
     Myrtle Schwartz & Taylor Family 
Michal Strutin, in honor of your work at Jewish Family Services, from  
     Jack & Marilyn Goodman 
Barbara Green, in honor of your birthday, from Jack & Marilyn  
     Goodman 
Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, in honor of your new grandbaby, from Jack &  
     Marilyn Goodman 
 

Rabbi Pressman Discretionary Fund 
In honor of Rabbi Daniel Pressman & Helen Tieger, from Susie Drazen 
 

Rama Strod Education Fund 
In memory of my grandfather, Pinkus Feldman, from Bob Bankirer 
 

Robert E. Levinson Memorial Library Fund 
In memory of my grandmother, Sara Schweitzer, from Eleanor Kiss 
In memory of my father, Elias Salba, from Barbara Taubman 
 

Social Action Committee 
Cook & Serve with AAI February 24, 2019, from Myron & Felissa  
     Cagan 
 

Stone Scholarship Fund 
Linda Weiss, in memory of Henry Stone, from Joseph & Ann Sorger 
Linda Weiss, in memory of Henry Stone, from Richard & Roberta  
     Intrater 
 

 

Contributions 
Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received  

between March 1 –31 following individuals and families. 

Annual Campaign  
Joel Gild, in celebration of your birthday, from Joshua Bress &  
    Nicole Jaramillo Bress 
Congregation Beth David Endowment Fund 
In memory of my father, Robert Cooper, from Bettina Rosenberg 
Guy & Emily Shani, in honor of Orly Shani coming home, from  
     Lance & Wendy J. Glasser 
Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, in honor of Orly Shani coming home,  
     from Lance & Wendy J. Glasser 
Congregation Beth David Fund 
Congregation Beth David, from Benjamin Leznik 
Congregation Beth David, from Genya Gribanovskaya 
In memory of my beloved mother, Elizabeth Lazarus, from  
     Shelley Taboh 
In memory of my husband, Arnold Addison, from Cookie Addison 
In memory of my father, Semyon Nisenzon, from Zoya Lazer 
In memory of my father, William Parrish, from Richard Parrish 
In memory of my husband, Alexander Kreimer, from Alexandra  
     Kreimer 
Guy & Emily Shani, in honor of your new baby, from Herman &  
    Phyllis Burdman 
Rudi Katz, in memory of Jeffrey Katz, from Robert & Francine  
     Godgart 
Martin & Sheryl Rattner, in honor of the wedding of Marcy and  
    Steven, from Marilyn Popper & Sheryl Popper 
Myron Cagan, in memory of your father, Warren Hirsch, from  
     Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 
Irene Spector, in memory of your mother, Evelina Suhler, from  
     Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 
In honor of Cathy Beyda, for all your efforts on behalf of CBD,     
     from Alan & Mary Jo Bernard 
Bonnie Hirsch, for refuah sheleimah, from Alan & Mary Jo  
     Bernard 
In honor of William & Cathy Beyda, from Stephen & Eve Milstein 
 

Director of Lifelong Learning Discretionary Fund 
In memory of my father, Howard Wisefield, from Jennifer Orrin 
In memory of my father, Leonard Orrin, from Jacob Orrin 
 

Jewish Education Program/JET Scholarship Fund 
In memory of my father, Joshua Bareket, from Noah Bareket 
In memory of my parents, Moshe & Angela Tagger, from Hanna  
     Barniv 
 

Kiddush Lunch 
Sponsor kiddush on April 6, 2019 in honor of Zoe's 13th birthday,  
     from Nathan Handelsman 
Sponsor kiddush in honor of our daughter's B'not Mitzvah from  
     Daniel & Lu Gildenberg 
Sponsor kiddush, in honor of Pesach and my Aliyah, from Arieh  
     & Rama Strod 
Congregation Beth David, from Jussi & Lena Rajna 
Congregation Beth David, from Judy Holtzman 
In memory of my father, Isaac Kowalski, from Ruth Bareket 
Nancy Newman, in honor of your milestone birthday, from  
     Howard & Margie Pomerantz 
Joseph & Iris Bendahan, in honor of the aufruf of Tamara & Eric,  
     from Yulia Shvarts 
Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, in honor of your new granddaughter, Orly  
     Florence, from Yulia Shvarts 
Hillary Farkas, in honor of your 75th birthday, from Charles &  
     Miriam Marr 
Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, Mazal Tov! In honor of the birth of your  
     granddaughter, Orly Florence, from Marshall & Marlene Burak 
Natalie Schriger, Mazal Tov! In honor of the birth of your  
     granddaughter, Gloria, from Marshall & Marlene Burak 
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Officers  
 President     Betty Menkin   president@beth-david.org 
 Executive VP    Wendy Glasser   executivevp@beth-david.org 
 Administration VP    Ron Ruebusch    adminvp@beth-david.org 
 Education VP    Ruth Bareket   educationvp@beth-david.org 
 Finance VP     Michael Leitner    financevp@beth-david.org 
 Membership  VP    David Fishman   membershipvp@beth-david.org 
 Ritual VP     Madelyn Isaacs   ritualvp@beth-david.org 
 Recording Secretary   Cathy Beyda    recsecretary@beth-david.org 
 Treasurer     Bob Bankirer   treasurer@beth-david.org 
 Financial Secretary   Alex Drukarev   finsecretary@beth-david.org 

General Board 

Immed. Past Pres.   Bill Beyda  
Director at Large  Elizabeth Batson 
Director at Large  Opher Harel 
Director at Large  Susan Leitner  
Director at Large  Thelma Ramm 
Director at Large  Nathan Handelsman 
Director at Large  Alison Ruebusch 
Director at Large  Michael Bierman 

Dir. at Large Youth Chair    Sharon Horovitz 
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair    Lee Hirsch 
Dir. at Large Finance Rep   Gene Tenberg 
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep Carol Cassell 
Dir. at Large Program Chair   Barbara Green 
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep    Cathy Beyda 
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep    Art Singer 

 

Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________  

Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108 

Billing: (Choose One) 

______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly 

______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________ 

Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333  

   Congregation Beth David  
_____Endowment Fund _____ Kiddush Fund _____ Area of Greatest Need  
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Congregation Beth David 
19700 Prospect Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070-3352 
 
Change service requested 
 

Nonprofit Org 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Permit No. 94 
Cupertino, CA 

Did you know the D’var is available online?  
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.  

 

CBD Women’s Flea Market  
is May 5th  

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
 

We have a variety of items including:   
• Housewares, Kitchen Items, Small Appliances 
• Jewelry, Artwork 
• Judaica 
• Toys/games/books 
• Baby Items 
• Electronics  
• Clothes  

 
 

 

 

See Page 6 


