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Main Office 

408-257-3333 
info@beth-david.org 

 
 

Rabbis 
Jaymee Alpert 
Senior Rabbi 
408-366-9104  
rabbialpert@beth-david.org 
 
Daniel J. Pressman 
Rabbi Emeritus 
pressman@beth-david.org 

 
 

Staff 
Sarah Hanuka 
Director of Lifelong Learning 
408-366-9116  
hanuka@beth-david.org 
 
Barbara Biran 
Director of Lifecycle Events & 
Synagogue Ritual and Interim 
Director of Operations  
408-366-9106  
biran@beth-david.org 
 
Monica Hernandez 
Member Account Associate 
408-366-9108 
hernandez@beth-david.org 
 
Jillian Cosgrave 
Front Office Associate 
408-366-9110  
cosgrave@beth-david.org 
 
Lynn Crocker 
Mkt & Comm Associate 
408-366-9102  
crocker@beth-david.org 
 
Youth Education Program 
408-366-9101 
RSadmin@beth-david.org  
 
Jewish Experience for Teens  
JET@beth-david.org 

Want To See D’var In Full Color?  

 

To stop receiving a hard copy of D’var and receive an email notification 
when the full color, online version is published, email:  

dvar@beth-david.org  

View it online: 
www.beth-david.org/communications/dvar 

mailto:info@beth-david.org
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Dear Friends, 
 

Back in January we held a parlor meeting to discuss the use of musical instruments on Shabbat.  Despite the 
rain and wind, more than 40 people came to talk about music as well as to brainstorm ideas for reinvigorating 
our Friday night services.  I know there were more people who were interested in the discussion but unable to 
join us on January 16, so below you will find a brief recap of the evening.   
 

We began the conversation with an historical overview of the usage of musical instruments on Shabbat.  Here 
are some highlights:  
• Musical instruments were used during worship in Temple times (e.g. Psalm 150) 
• Rabbi Boaz Cohen: “There were occasions at the Temple service when musical instruments were played 

even on the Sabbath.  Every day no less than twenty-one blasts of the shofar were blown, three at the 
opening of the gates, nine each at the morning and evening daily sacrifice (Sukkot 53b, Rosh Hashanah. 
29b). 

• “At special occasions the flute was played, e.g. at the time of the slaughtering of the Paschal Lamb (which 
took place even on the Sabbath), on the first day of Passover, on the Pentecost and on the eight days of 
Sukkot (Arakhin 10a).” 

• Rabbi Phillip Sigal: “Instrumental and vocal music were always of equal 
importance.  Both were used simultaneously in ancient times, and the prohibition of 
‘music’ after the destruction (of the Temple) in 70 C.E. was actually meant for both 
instrumental and vocal music.  When vocal music returned to usage, it should have 
been as legitimate to restore instrumental music.” 
• The prohibition on instruments continued, however, out of fear that if one’s 
instrument broke on Shabbat, one might be tempted to fix it, and fixing something that 
is broken is prohibited on Shabbat.  
• There is evidence that some of the Tosafists of the 12th century allowed 
instruments, but the major law codes continued the prohibition because of concerns 
about fixing as well as carrying the instruments on Shabbat. 

• There is evidence of organs being used in synagogues in Europe in the middle of the 19th century.  
 

I then explained the process by which the Conservative Movement answers halakhic questions and sets policy.  
Here is an overview from the Rabbinical Assembly website:    
 

“The Committee on Jewish Law and Standards (CJLS) sets halakhic policy for Rabbinical Assembly rabbis 
and for the Conservative movement as a whole. Its membership consists of twenty-five rabbis who are voting-
members, as well as five non-voting lay representatives of the United Synagogue and one non-voting cantor 
representing the Cantors' Assembly. The Committee discusses all questions of Jewish law that are posed by 
members of the Rabbinical Assembly or arms of the Conservative movement. When a question is placed on 
the agenda, individual members of the Committee will write teshuvot (responsa) which are discussed by the 
relevant subcommittees, and are then heard by the Committee, usually at two separate meetings. Papers are 
approved when a vote is taken with six or more members voting in favor of the paper. Approved 
teshuvot represent official halakhic positions of the Conservative movement. Rabbis have the authority, 
though, as marei d'atra, to consider the Committee's positions but make their own decisions as conditions 
warrant. Members of the Committee can also submit concurring or dissenting opinions that are attached to a 
decision, but do not carry official status.”  
 

We continued with an exploration of the use of musical instruments on Shabbat in Conservative synagogues: 
• As early as 1959, there is a teshuvah on record for the CJLS that organ music on Shabbat as part of 

services is not halakhically prohibited.  The discussion began in the 40s. The reasoning was that no one 
was going to carry an organ, it was unlikely to break and therefore be fixed on Shabbat, and with the 
creation of the state of Israel more than 10 years earlier, there was no need to hold onto the prohibition 
because of the destruction of the Temple.  

• There were also papers written about playing music during B’nai Mitzvah celebrations on Shabbat – some 
rabbis said it was inappropriate, while others permitted it, if it meant the party would remain at the 
synagogue and therefore, at a kosher venue.  

• According to Rabbi Elie Kaplan Spitz (Congregation B’nai Israel in Tustin, CA), “the minutes of the CJLS 
expanded the organ ruling to include the use of guitars” in 1970.  

Continued on page 4 
 

FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 
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Continued from page 3 
• In 2013, USCJ ran a survey entitled “Use of Musical Instruments on Shabbat / Yom Tov.”  365 synagogues 

filled it out, and wouldn’t you know – 50.1% said no and 49.9% said yes. 
 

We then turned our attention to Beth David’s practices over the years: 
• Allowed cello in the 1970s 
• As early as 1981 and as recently as 2012, the policy has been to allow prerecorded or live music at a seudat 

mitzvah (for example, a lunch following a Bar/Bat Mitzvah) as long as the music is b’ruach Shabbat (in 
keeping with the spirit of Shabbat).  

• The current policy use of percussion instruments at events like “BBQ and Barchu.”  
 

At the meeting in January, people had the opportunity to ask questions and to express their opinions on whether 
or not they would like Beth David to try including musical instruments on Shabbat.  There was overwhelming 
support for using instruments on Friday night, and strong support for using instruments on Shabbat morning in 
an alternative service or Netivot session.  There was also support for using prerecorded music at certain 
services. 
 

There was less agreement when it came to what type of music we might want to have.  Some people love the 
guitar while others favor the piano.  Some people want a full-blown band, while others want a duo or trio as 
accompaniment.   
 

What is clear from the conversation is that regardless of the type of music, the music should enhance 
participation.  It should invite people into the prayers and the service.  It was also suggested that not every 
musical service needs to be the same.  We can try different types to see what appeals to people, as long as the 
music is of quality. 
 

Following the discussion about music, we held a brainstorming session about how to reinvigorate Friday nights, 
because we often do not make minyan.  Here are some of the ideas that were generated: 
• Different templates on different weeks to try to attract a variety of demographics; including varying the 

types of programs as well as different start times 
• Serve food (ranging from cocktails and hors d’oeuvres to a potluck dinner) 
• Friday night in peoples’ homes (in lieu of a synagogue service) 
• Guest speakers 
• Affinity groups “host” a service to galvanize participation 
 

The parlor meeting on January 16 was an energizing first step toward envisioning future services.  My plan is to 
gather a small committee over the next few weeks to plan a few pilot services/programs in the months to come.  
I look forward to sharing an update with you as we move forward. 
 

Warmly, 
 
 
 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

 

FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

 
 

The CBD community is invited to share our joy at the Aufruf of our eldest daughter, 
Tamara, and her betrothed, Eric Distelberger of New York, on  

 

Saturday, March 30 during Shabbat services 
 

Kiddush lunch to follow. If you would like to join us, please RSVP to 
irisbendahan@gmail.com to make sure there is plenty of food for all to enjoy.  

 

Eric and Tamara will be wed on May 27 in Jaffa, Israel.  
Joseph & Iris Bendahan 

mailto:irisbendahan@gmail.com
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Purim Over the Years 
 

My past memories of Purim at Beth David are delightful ones: my daughter Aileen at age 7  wearing a long sleeve 
purple leotard with two grapefruit inside and a white feather boa around her shoulders, vamping as Vashti; Josie at 
age 6 in a passed-along princess costume and tiara as Esther; and the year that all of us came as a chain gang – I had 
used a pajamas pattern and made us matching black and white striped shirts and pants, with matching hats (like 
Buchari kippot), and we held lengths of black chain between us that we shook as our groggers. I wish I could recall 
the full text of Rabbi Pressman’s Cliff Notes of the Megillah in rhyme. (Was it in Limrick style?) We have kept up 
the tradition started by Nivek, our black CCI graduate dog, who would bark, albeit belatedly, on command at the 
mention of Haman. And there was the year when, in early December, our babysitting neighbor high-schooler, 
nominally Jewish but entirely secular, asked my oldest daughter Nora, then 8 years old, “What’s your favorite 
holiday?”  -- fully expecting she’d say, “Hannukkah!” -- and Nora said, “Purim!!” to which the sitter replied, 
“What’s that?!?” and I kvelled at what Yavneh Day School had taught my kids.  
 

There was a bit of semi-serious social consciousness that crept in later, with reinterpreting 
Vashti as a victim of spousal sexual harassment, and one year I made stickers for people to wear 
that said, “Designated Drinker: I will not drive.”  
 

More recently, there have been rockin’, standing-room-only Purim shpiels! 
 

OK, stop reading here, and revel in your own happy memories of Purim, if you don’t want to 
have to delve for a moment into a more serious, “But…” 
 

I am troubled and conflicted with taking a serious reading of the end of the Purim story. 
Whether the story is taken as fantasy or history, and whether you interpret the killing of more 
than 75,000 at the hands of the Jews as self-defense or preemptive strike, it is a disconcerting 
turn of events. The issues around Jewish self-defense are topics of serious and emotional 
discussions, with the potential to create schisms when we sorely need to be building our sense 

of unity and solidarity. Even little things are troubling, such as when I read the interpretation of Hamantashen as 
“Haman’s ears”, reminiscent of the practice of cutting off the condemned prisoner’s ears before executing him; 
those cookies become less appetizing.  
 

The four mitzvot of Purim help to combat these less-than-festive thoughts: 1. It is a mitzvah to hear the megillah, so 
come be with community for the megillah reading on the evening of Wednesday March 20. 2. It is a mitzvah to 
have a festive meal, and imbibe more than usual. (While drinking on Purim is a mitzvah, risking one's life, or the 
lives of others, is not. Whether host or guest, it is important to be responsible. Do not drink and drive.)  3. Giving to 
the poor is a mitzvah all year round. However, the mitzvah to nourish the less fortunate on Purim is in addition to 
the general mitzvah of tzedakah (charity). A donation to Mazon or the Food Bank is appropriate and uplifting.  4. 
The mitzvah of Mishloah Manot is a different kind of food-gift, given on Purim to friends and acquaintances to spur 
feelings of camaraderie and unity with our fellow Jews. 
 

So while we have ongoing plans for improving our security at Beth David, let us fully embrace the mitzvot of Purim 
that help us foster togetherness, unity, and joy.  
 

May you have a blessed and happy Purim. 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth (Betty) Menkin 

President’s perspective 

By  Elizabeth (Betty) Menkin 

 
 

 

Please share our joy at the Aufruf of our daughter, Nyssa, and her  
fiancé Mike Harris on  

 

Saturday, March 2 during Shabbat services 
 

Irene & Walter Spector 
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From the VP of membership 

By David fishman 

The Moneyball Theory of  Jewish Community and Engagement 
 

It’s hard to believe that spring is around the corner, and with it, that most essential spring occasion: baseball’s 
opening day. Judaism has its own full season of spring activities. With the month of Adar, we are commanded to 
be joyous; as this year’s the Jewish leap year, Adar is doubled. No coincidence, then, that Spring training starts 
on the 16th of Adar I, aka February 21st, exactly four weeks before Purim. 
 

Another double-header: the twin spring festivals of Purim and Passover. The first inspires rejoicing; the other, 
an intensive ritual of making mitzvot count. 
 

Purim’s easier on that score: just enough alcohol to get you past distinguishing between good guys and bad 
guys. Passover involves more complex scorekeeping:  four cups of wine, the four sons, two seders, 8 days, and 
counting carbs like you’re on the South Beach Diet. 
 

Keeping score on mitzvot makes many of us think that’s how we measure the meaning of being Jewish.  In fact, 
how often have you heard someone say their level of Jewish observance makes them “a bad Jew”? Here’s 
another important baseball lesson: even the best players miss two out of three times. Think about it: in the 
majors, if you only hit the equivalent of 204 of the 613, you’d be headed for the playoffs. The even better news 
is that you’re probably hitting 180/613, a not-so-shabby 0.250 batting average. (Don’t believe me? Google 
“Judaism 101 613” for a full list.) 
 

So think of Jewish community and engagement as a team sport. And surely, perpetual competition with our 
teammates is not the point. The rules of the game are the same on the field (at Beth David, as at Purim) and at 
home (the place where we practice Passover.) Let’s look at the play-by-play from Shabbat of February 9th a few 
weeks ago: 
 

Friday night, February 8th: 50 people at Kabbalat Shabbat and Young Families Dinner, both from our religious 
school and via PJ Library. Shabbat Morning, Bar Mitzvah Martin Vick announced his project to raise money for 
an all-terrain wheelchair for scouts who are mobility challenged (more at https://bit.ly/access-scouting). That 
same morning: 15 unaffiliated Israeli parents, mainly mothers and a few dads, brought their fifteen 12-year-old 
daughters to see how we experience Shabbat services, part of their own grassroots initiative they called “B’not 
Mitzvah.” 14 people attended Parshah Yoga services. Saturday night: 35 additional members of young families 
came for Havdalah & Movie Night. Sunday morning: Rabbi Alpert led Neshama Body & Soul. 85 people 
competed at the Beth David Mah Jong Tournament (now, back to sports). 
 

Before we count this as a grand slam by headcount, let’s think about a different way to assess the impact of these 
events. Here are three ways we can gauge outcomes, both on those taking part and our community as a whole, 
throughout the year, expressed as the objectives we want to achieve with our programs: 
 

Attitude: How did participating contribute to connectedness to other Jews, improved Jewish self-confidence and 
Jewish appreciation? 
 

Behavior: How did taking part in these activities introduce a change in us and put our values into 
action,  whether at work or school, or in seeking opportunities for service in the community, like social action, 
or inviting guests for Shabbat? 
 

Cognition: How does participating contribute to increased growth in Jewish literacy, knowledge, curiosity? 
 

You might observe that these are hard to measure.  But it can be done. We need to do more to capture feedback 
(listening and email can help). We’ll need to work backward from those objectives to the results that show 
whether or not we are achieving them, and continuously refine our measurement systems. Baseball also went 
through a revolution in how success was measured, shifting from home run sluggers to singles and base hits 
(made in Oakland). Yes, there's still controversy between earned run average (ERA) and walks plus hits per 
inning pitched (WHIP). But by now everyone understands you can't keep playing the game the same way you 
always have. 
 

 

I’ve gathered these thoughts from Rabbi Mike Uram’s compelling new book,  Next Generation Judaism: How College 
Students and Hillel Can Help Reinvent Jewish Organizations. Learn more at http://bit.ly/CBD-NextGenJudaism . I invite 
you to get a copy and share your thoughts. 

http://bit.ly/CBD-NextGenJudaism
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Threads of Tradition 
Sunday, March 10 

10:15 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. 

 
Threads of 
Tradition is 
a group of 
women  
who sew 
Tachrichim 
(Jewish 
burial garments).  
 

Basic sewing skills are appreciated, 
but not necessary for participation.   
 

Email  
CBD.Sewwhat@beth-david.org 

 

Blood Drive 
Thursday March 7  
3:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

The World Health 
Organization says: 
"Blood is the most 
precious gift that 
anyone can give to 
another person - 
the gift of life. A 
decision to donate 
your blood can 
save a life." 
 

Make an appointment at 
www.sbcdonor.org or call 650-723-
7831; use sponsor code 0722. Drop 
ins also welcome.  

Neshama Body and Soul 
Pray, Sweat, Reflect 
Sunday, March 17th  

 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Taught by Rabbi 
Alpert. Neshama 
Body and Soul is a 
practice that 
combines 
movement and 
spiritual reflection. 
Through strength-training and 
various forms of prayer, our intention 
is to reconnect our physical and 
spiritual selves. Please wear work 
out clothes and sneakers, bring a 
bottle of water, and although this is 
not Yoga, feel free to bring your own 
mat, if you prefer.   

North by Northwest Region Spring Conference 
Friday through Sunday, March 8 -10  

at Congregation Beth David 
 

Please join us for a weekend of networking, studying, eating, 
schmoozing, learning and fun. Open to the community. Activities will 
include Shabbat Services Friday night and Saturday morning; Shabbat 
dinner Friday night; Saturday night dinner and experiential painting 
program led by Elizabeth Batson; and Sunday breakfast and Minyan 
followed by multi-track programming and lunch.  
Sunday’s seminar schedule includes the following topics: 
• Jewish Genetics and Jewish Genealogy 
• Money Matters for Women 
• Leaving a Legacy/Telling a Story  
• How to Write Your Family History for your children and 

grandchildren  
 

Go to: www.beth-david.org/nxnw-spring-2019 for more information 
and the link to register. Full registration fee is $180. You can also just 

sign up for events on Friday, Saturday or Sunday.  
 

 

CBD Women Want Your Unwanted "Treasures"! 
Our Flea Market is May 5th at CBD 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
 

We are looking for items including, but not limited to:  

• Household and kitchen  

• Jewelry 

• Judaica 

• Toys/games/children’s items 

• Artwork 

• Electronics (not more than 2 
years old) 

• Clothes (no rips or stains) 
 

Contact Lisa Kravitz at cbdfleamarket@beth-david.org for more 
information, or to arrange drop-off or pick-up of donations. Help 

make the FLEA MARKET a huge success!! 

 

 
 

Beer with the Boys 
Sunday, March 10 

6:30 - 9:00 p.m.  
CBD Men’s Club welcomes you to join 
us for a casual evening of  dinner, 
beer  and brotherhood at the Garrett 
Station in Los Gatos.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men's Club Monthly Meeting 
Sunday, March 17 
9:00  - 10:00 a.m.  

CBD Men’s Club welcomes you to join 
us for coffee, bagels and camaraderie. 
We will discuss events and service 
projects.  
 

Email  
cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org   
and let us know you are coming  
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Upcoming School Schedule 
 

3/1 BBYO Service & Sushi Dinner - 6:30pm  
  Open to all teens (14-18 years old)   
 

3/2 Youth Congregation - 10:30am 
 

3/3 Regular Classes & Club Z - 9:30am        
 Spaghetti FUN-Raiser - 5:00 to 7:00pm 
  Enjoy a spaghetti dinner cooked  
  and served by students  
  

3/6 Regular Classes - 4:00pm 
 

3/9 Shabbat School - 9:30am  
  Special Guest Rabbi Sarah  
  Shulman from Camp Ramah Galim 
 

3/10 No Religious School Classes  
 

3/13 Regular Classes - 4:00pm 
 

3/16 No Haverim Service 
 

3/17 Regular Classes & Club Z - 9:30am        
 

3/20 Regular Classes - 4:00pm 
 

3/24 Regular Classes 9:30 - 11:00am  
  JET to help set up for Purim Carnival 
 

3/27 Regular Classes - 4:00pm 
 

3/31 Regular Classes - 9:30am        
  Guest Speaker, Bonnie Slavitt, for JET 
 

PURIM 
3/24 Purim Carnival 11:00am - 1:30pm  

• Costume parade 

• Art projects  

• Games 

• Inflatables 

• music by Hot Kugel 

• Silent Auction 

• Food  
 

See page 14 for information on  
pre-purchasing a bracelet for unlimited 

access to all activities.   

Congregation Beth David Passes Policy  
Against Harassment 

By Bill Beyda, Immediate Past President 
 

At our January 23rd board meeting, the Board of Directors passed 
a new policy against harassment. The policy is based on the USCJ 
model policy, and adapted for use in compliance with Federal and 
California law.  
 

Our policy is filled with interesting references to Jewish texts 
explaining why treating others the right way is not only a legal 
requirement and duty for us, but is a moral requirement as well. 
We will have some slides at future annual meetings as a reminder 
about proper conduct. 
 

The congregation is committed to fostering an environment in 
which professionals, employees and lay leaders provide services to 
members in an atmosphere that is not hostile, offensive or 
intimidating to either the employees or the congregants. The policy 
provides for our employees a work environment free of sexual 
harassment or harassment based on his/her race, color, religion, 
sex, pregnancy (including lactation, childbirth or related medical 
conditions), sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin or 
ancestry, age, disability, citizenship, marital status, veteran status, 
or that of his/her relatives, friends or associates, or any other 
characteristic protected by federal, state or local law. If you have 
been in the work force in the past few years, you have probably 
seen some similar material.  
 

You, as a congregant, have an important role to play. When you 
enter our building and interact with our employees, please bring 
the highest possible level of conduct with you, and help ensure that 
our employees are treated with the respect and decency they are 
entitled to. These same standards of behavior should be extended 
to fellow congregants and visitors, as we want everyone who 
enters our doors to feel welcome and safe. Please help support 
your Board of Directors in implementing this policy.  
 

If you would like to read the policy in its entirety, send email to 
info@beth-david.org with PAH in the subject line.  

Refugee Rights in Polarized Times 
Sunday, March 31, 1:00 - 4:00pm 

Rabbi Dr. Yanklowitz will speak about the Jewish underpinnings of his social justice work with an 
emphasis on his work with Arizona Jews for Justice and refugee rights. As a global social justice activist 
and educator, Rabbi Yanklowitz has volunteered, taught, and staffed missions in five continents and is the 
author of fourteen books.  Cost is $8.00 - $15.00 Go to www.beth-david.org/rabbi-yanklowitz to sign up.  

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Life 
Sunday, March 17, 10:15am - 12:00pm  
Rabbi Darren Kleinberg, Ph.D., head of Kehillah 
Jewish High School, and author of Hybrid 
Judaism: Irving Greenberg, Encounter, and the 
Changing Nature of American Jewish Identity will 
discuss the life of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.  

Jewish Book Discussion Group 
Saturday, March 9, After lunch, approx 1:00pm  
Two She-Bears by Meir Shalev, one of Israel’s most 
celebrated novelists, gives us a story of village love and 
vengeance in the early days of British Palestine that is 
still being played out two generations later. Discussion 
led by Alex Drukarev.  
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With David Meir-Levi 

Thursday, March 14, 7:30 pm 
at Congregation Beth David 

 

About the Speaker 
David Meir-Levi is an American-born Israeli currently 
living in Palo Alto. He holds a BA from Johns Hopkins 

University, and an MA in Near Eastern Studies from 
Brandeis University. He studied and then taught 

Archaeology and Near Eastern History at the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem and at the University of Tel Aviv. 

He is the author of two books. His books, Big Lies and 
History Upside Down are available on Amazon.  

All Ages Welcome!  
→ Millennials come ask your questions about the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

→ Parents bring your teens and help them 
understand the conflict and become prepared to 
respond to the anti-Israel propaganda on college 
campuses. 

Viewed through the lens of international law, did the 
Israeli victory in 1949 generate an “occupation” or 

“legal sovereignty?” Same regarding the Israeli 
victory of 1967.   

FREE to attend 
but registration is required  

Please, email IsraelNews@beth-david.org  
Deadline is March 7 

We will review the history of the conflict including:  
• symbiosis prior to 1948 
• the history of Israel’s control of the land west of the Jordan (a.k.a. 

“Judea and Samaria” or “The West Bank”) following the 6-Day War 
• the impact of Israel’s control on the lives of the Arabs living in those 

territories  
• the history of attempts to create a negotiated solution  
• the history of the use of terrorism 

• realistic routes towards an end-of-conflict resolution  

mailto:IsraelNews@beth-david.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

    

3                 26th of Adar I 
9:00am Haftarah Trope  
9:30am JCORE  
9:30am JET Program  
9:30am Minyan  
5:00pm Spaghetti  
    FUN-raiser Dinner 

4                  27th of Adar I 
10:00am Intermediate  
    Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning  
    Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning  
    Hebrew for FSU  
    Émigrés (offsite) 
7:00pm MINYAN  

5                 28th of Adar I 
11:00am Modern  
    Hebrew –Intermed. 
7:00pm MINYAN  

6                  29th of Adar I 
11:30am CBD Women  
    Movie and Discussion  
    Group  
4:00pm JEWEL  
7:00pm MINYAN  

10               3rd of Adar II 
2018-19 JCC Los Gatos  
    Music Series - APJCC 
9:00am North by Northwest  
    Regional Conference 
9:30am Minyan  
10:15am Threads of  
    Tradition  
6:30pm Beer with the Boys 

11                4th of Adar II 
10:00am Intermediate 
    Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning  
    Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning  
    Hebrew for FSU  
    Émigrés (offsite) 
7:00pm MINYAN  

12               5th of Adar II 
11:00am Modern  
    Hebrew - Intermed.  
7:00pm MINYAN  

13                6th of Adar II 
4:00pm JEWEL  
7:00pm MINYAN  
7:30pm Program  
    Committee Meeting  

17             10th of Adar II 
9:00am Haftarah Trope  
9:00am Men’s Club Meeting 
9:30am JCORE/JET  
9:30am Minyan  
10:00am Neshama  
    Body and Soul 
10:15am Rabbi  
   Abraham Joshua  
    Heschel’s Life  

18              11th of Adar II 
10:00am Intermediate  
    Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning  
    Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning  
    Hebrew for FSU  
    Émigrés (offsite)  
7:00pm MINYAN  

19             12th of Adar II 
11:00am Modern  
    Hebrew - Intermed.  
7:00 pm MINYAN  

20               13th of Adar II 
Erev Purim 
4:00pm JEWEL  
5:15pm Family Megillah  
5:45pm Purim Dinner 
6:30pm Guys and Dolls...  
   What's In The Megillah  
   Purim Shpiel!!  
7:30pm Gantze Megillah 

24             17th of Adar II 
9:00am Haftarah Trope  
9:30am JCORE  
9:30am JET Program  
9:30am Minyan  
11:00am Purim Carnival 

25              18th of Adar II 
10:00am Intermediate  
     Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning  
     Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning  
    Hebrew for FSU  
    Émigrés (offsite)  
7:00pm MINYAN  

26             19th of Adar II 
11:00am Modern    
     Hebrew - Intermed  
7:00pm MINYAN  

27               20th of Adar II 
4:00pm JEWEL 
7:00pm Board Meeting 

31             24th of Adar II 
9:00am Haftarah Trope  
9:30am JCORE  
9:30am JET Program  
9:30am Minyan  
9:45am Yoga for the  
    Soul  
1:00pm Refugee Rights  
    in Polarized Times  

   

March 

http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458546&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458547&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458548&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458549&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458553&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458554&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458555&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458556&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458560&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458561&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458562&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458563&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458567&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458568&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458569&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458570&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458574&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Thursday  Friday Saturday  
 
 
 
 
 

Purim Activities  
See pages 14 & 15 

 
Wednesday, March 20               

Erev Purim 
5:15pm Family Megillah  

5:45pm Purim Dinner  

6:30pm Guys and Dolls...  

   What's In The Megillah  

   Purim Shpiel!!  

7:30pm Gantze Megillah 

 

Sunday, March 24                

Purim Carnival 
11:00am - 1:30pm 

Activities for all!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mishloah Manot  
Deadline is March 12  

See page 11 

 

Order Hamantashen  

Deadline is March 10  

See page 17 

 

 
 
 
 

 1                24th of Adar I 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
5:44pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm BBYO Shabbat 
6:30pm Services  

2                  25th of Adar I 
9:30am Services/Aufruf  
    Nyssa Spector & Mike  
    Harris  
10:30am Mindfulness  
    & Meditation Through  
    the Hasidic Lens  
10:30am Youth Cong. 
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Menschlichkeit     

7                 30th of Adar I 
Rosh Chodesh Adar II 
11:00am Modern  
    History of Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew  
3:30pm Blood Drive 
7:00pm MINYAN  

8                  1st of Adar II 
Rosh Chodesh Adar II 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
5:51pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm Services  
7:30pm North by Northwest  
    Regional Conference 

9                  2nd of Adar II 
9:00am Haftarah Trope 
9:30am Shabbat School  
9:30am Services  
10:00am Parashah Yoga  
10:30am An Exploration 
     of Shabbat Prayer &  
    Study for Russian  
    Speakers  
11:00am Tot Shabbat  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Book Group 
6:00pm North by Northwest  
    Regional Conference 

14                7th of Adar II 
11:00am Ladies Who  
    Lunch  
11:00am Modern  
    History of Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew  
7:00pm MINYAN  
7:30pm Myths and  
    Facts About Israel  

15               8th of Adar II 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
6:30pm Services  
6:57pm Candle lighting 

16                 9th of Adar II 
9:30am Services/30th  
    Anniv. Sheryl & Martin  
    Rattner/Aufruf Marcy  
    Rattner & Steven  
    Lemon 
10:30am Youth Cong. 
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Israel Today  

21              14th of Adar II 
Purim 
11:00am Modern  
     History of Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew  
7:00pm MINYAN  

22             15th of Adar II 
Shushan Purim 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
6:30pm Services  
7:04pm Candle lighting 

23               16th of Adar II 
9:30am Services  
10:15am Approachable 
     Torah  
11:00am Tot Shabbat 
12:00pm Kiddush 

28              21st of Adar II 
11:00am Modern  
    History of Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew  
    - Beginner  
7:00pm Dames who  
    Dine  
7:00pm MINYAN  

29            22nd of Adar II 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
6:30pm Services  
7:10pm Candle lighting 

30               23rd of Adar II 
Shabbat Parah 
9:30am Services/Aufruf 
   Tamara Bendahan &  
    Eric Distelburger  
12:00pm Kiddush 

   

http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458563&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458563&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458544&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458545&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458550&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458551&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458552&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458557&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458558&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458559&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458564&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458565&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458566&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458571&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458572&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
http://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458573&integral=0&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Buy Bracelets for $30.00 
online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp 
or call the office 408-257-3333 

Bracelets include unlimited access to 
all games and rides plus 1 meal Ticket.  

 
 

Individual tickets will also be available 
for sale at the carnival for $1 each. 

Food will also be available for 
purchase.  

Activities Include:  
• Costume Parade 

• Art Projects 

• Velcro Wall 
• Duel Lane Slide  

• 32’ Vertical Obstacle Course  

• Astro Jump 

• And more! 

Sunday, March 24 
11:00am – 1:30pm  

 

Beth David and the  
Israeli American Council (IAC) 

welcome everyone to this  
year’s Purim Carnival.  

             Be sure to check out the silent 
auction! Now live online: 

www.beth-david.org/2019-silent-auction 

 
Featuring  the band  
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Wednesday, March 20 
 

 
Family Megillah Reading  
5:15 - 5:45pm  
Meant for families with children and for the child in all of us!! Enjoy a fun, 
music-filled, abbreviated Megillah reading lead by Rabbi Alpert.   
 
Purim Dinner 
5:45 - 6:25pm  
Enjoy a festive Purim dinner. Your choice of hamburger or veggie burger;  
$15 per person (ages 6+). RSVP required by March 13th. Walk ins cannot be 
accommodated. RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call 408-257-
3333.  
 
Purim Shpiel - Guys and Dolls 
6:30 - 7:15pm  
Join us for a fun & delightful Purim Shpiel 
with our own multi-generational Beth David 
cast. The shpiel is based on the all time 
favorite musical Guys & Dolls and directed 
and produced by Cindy and Aaron 
Weisberg, both whom perform and direct 
extensively in local musical theater!  

 
 
Gantze (Full) Megillah 
 7:30 - 9:00pm  
The "Gantze" Megillah experience is a full reading of the 
scroll of Esther geared towards adults with appropriate 
moments of gragger noise and frivolity.  

 

 

See all Purim services 
and activities:  

www.beth-david.org/purim-5779 
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Silent Auction at the Purim Carnival 
 

CBD Women and Men’s Club are excited to sponsor  
our annual silent auction during the March 24

th
 Purim Carnival.   

 

Silent Auction Preview 
www.beth-david.org/2019-silent-auction  

 

Place your bids early so you do not miss out!   
Many items will be offered at a fixed “buy now” price.  

Additional items include: tickets for two to Beach Blanket Babylon, a tour and tasting for ten at 
Cooper-Garrod Estate Vineyards, a one-night stay at the Juniper Hotel in Cupertino, a Mah Jongg 
class for 8 taught by Beth David’s mavens (Doris Katz and Karen Guggenheim), admission to the 
Computer History Museum, gift cards, and many, many more. 
 

Donations Still Needed. Do you have a valuable or unique item, service or activity to donate?  Do 
you know someone who does?  Do you have a favorite restaurant, salon, or gym that might be 
willing to donate a gift card?  Please contact Cathy Beyda at auction@beth-david.org or Art Singer 
at cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org, before March 10 so we can arrange a pickup and being 
publicizing your item! 

 

Giro di Italia (a trip through Italy) 
A mixed case of wines from 
many of the regions of Italy. 

 
Tickets for two to the San Jose 
Opera’s presentation of Madame 
Butterfly on April 18, 2019 

 
A certificate for the Chef’s Tasting 
Menu for two at Plumed Horse, a 
Michelin Star restaurant. 

 
An aerial tour of the Bay Area 
with Rick Tavan in his Cessna 
T210 single-engine airplane for 
you and four guests. 

 

A 60-90 minute personalized discussion of 
serious illness and palliative care with  
Dr. Elizabeth (Betty) Menkin to facilitate 
defining wishes, goals, and important 
questions. 

 

Two tickets to the opening night 
of Beautiful, the Carole King 
Musical at the SHN Golden Gate 
Theatre. 

 
Private Hebrew lessons (any level) from 
Sarah Hanuka consisting of ten 
45-minute sessions. 

A Genuine Westeros Dinner with 
Rabbi Pressman and Helen 
Tieger on the first night of the 
Game of Throne’s last season. 

http://www.beth-david.org/2019-silent-auction
mailto:auction@beth-david.org
mailto:cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org
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Matinee Movie & Lunch Discussion Group  
Wednesday, March 6, 11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Ladies Who Lunch  
Thursday, March 14, 11:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m.  
 

Dames Who Dine  
Thursday, March 28, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Do you enjoy walking?  
We have groups for you, too  
Interested in weekly morning walks?  
Email Wendy at cbd.amwalk@beth-david.org  

 
These are great opportunities to get to know new Beth David women or to catch up with old friends in a 
social setting of your choice. Email cbd women@beth-david.org for locations  

Clear Out Those Closets and Help Support CBD Women!  
The CBD Women’s Flea Market is May 5th 

9:00am - 1:00pm at CBD.  
Start early and gather your treasures to donate to the sale.  

See page 8 for details. 

 
 

mailto:cbd.amwalk@beth-david
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Sale of Ḥametz 
 

NOTE: If possible, all ḥametz – food not acceptable during Pesaḥ (Passover), or materials containing 
such unacceptable food – should be destroyed or given away before the holiday begins.  Should this be 
impossible, the ḥametz may be stored in such a way that we are sure not to use it during the holiday and 
its actual ownership is transferred someone who is not Jewish until the holiday ends.  Please complete 
the form below and return to the CBD office no later than 11am on Thursday April 18, 2019. 
 

KNOW ALL PEOPLE BY THESE PRESENT:  That I, the undersigned, do hereby make 
and appoint Rabbi Jaymee Alpert my true and lawful representative to act in my place and 
stead, for me and in my name and in my behalf, to sell all ḥametz owned and possessed by 
me, knowingly or unknowingly, as stated in the Torah and defined by the sages of Israel 
(e.g., ḥametz; hashash ḥametz—suspect ḥametz; and all kinds of ta’arovet ḥametz—
ḥametz mixtures); also, ḥametz that tends to harden and to adhere to the surface of pans, 
pots, or other cooking or eating utensils, or whatsoever nature, and to lease all places 
wherein the aforementioned ḥametz owned or possessed by me may be found, especially 
in the premises located at my address listed below. Rabbi Jaymee Alpert has the full 
authority and power to sell said ḥametz and to lease said place or places wherein said 
ḥametz may be found, upon such terms and conditions as discretion dictates.  

 
 

I hereby affix my signature on this _______ day of ________ in the year____________.   
 

Name _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address __________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________ State _______ Telephone _____________________ 
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cbd.hazak@beth-david.org 
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It’s not too late to enroll your college-aged child or grandchild in CBD Holiday Connect - CBD 
Women’s holiday care package program. We will send at least three holiday packages to enrolled 
young adults ages 18-25’ish who are in college at home or away, as well as those just starting out 
on their own. We want to let our young adults know that, although they may be out of sight, they 
are never far from our hearts. 
 

Enrollment in the program is required. Complete the form below and mail it to CBD attn.: 
Holiday Connect or drop it by the CBD office. You can also scan the form and email it to 
CBD.HolidayConnect@beth-david.org or download the online fillable form at www.beth-david.org/
holiday-connect. A voluntary contribution of $48 is requested to offset the cost of the program (the 
estimated cost per young adult is $75 for the year). Of course, you may increase your contribution 
to help cover additional costs. Contributions can be made via check (made out to CBD Sisterhood) 
or billed to your CBD account.  

mailto:CBD.Holidayconnect@beth-david.org
http://www.beth-david.org/holiday-connect
http://www.beth-david.org/holiday-connect
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March Anniversaries  

3rd 
Robert & Debra Fils 
 

11th 
Donald & Susan Ehrlich 
 

12th 
Charlie & Miriam Marr 
Victor & Ruth Brill 
 

17th 
Marty & Roberta Schwartz 
 

18th 
Michael & Jane Gold 
 

19th 
Martin & Sheryl Rattner 

 

20th 
Ryan & Lauren Lewis 
21st 
Tal & Ilana Lavian 
Eric Steiger & Mickey Chiang 
 

24th 
Joseph & Iris Bendahan 
 

25th 
Joshua & Marina Hailpern 
 

27th 
Gordon & Judy Levin 
 

14th 
Steven Karel 

Nancy Newman 

Jeanette Parmett 
 

15th 
Ronen Vainish 

Molly Vainish 

Joel Gild 

Ina Checkman 

Albert Ghan 

Barbara Green 
 

16th 
Elise Wolf 
 

17th 
Liel Grosskopf 

Susie Pierson 
 

19th 
Robert Nathanson 

Grant Goodman 

Liora Shapiro 

Steven Frankel 
 

20th 
Luba Kogan 
 

21st 
Vivian Golub 

Daisy Gelb 

Gabriel Sachse 

1st 
Alexa Kaskowitz 

Sondra Goldberger 

Denise Goldberg 

David Osofsky 
 

2nd 
Deborah Vick 

Laura Abada 

Benjamin Englander 
 

3rd 
Mollie Halper 

Sima Vishnevsky 

Barbara Goldstein 
 

4th 
Jacob Shimelfarb 

Samantha Stein, 

Aliza Schweitzer 

Adam Ashkenazi 

Adam Shimelfarb 
 

5th 
Ava Lewis 

Amy Ball 

Rachel Wigon 

Opher Harel 

Aliza Aitchison 
 

6th 
Mariya Chalik 

Tal Volinsky 

Harold Woron 

7th 
Jessica Stein 
 

8th 
Loretta Levin 

Sara Rosenberg-Sharvit 

Liav Mograbi 

Martin Spergel 

Rochelle Alhadeff 
 

9th 
Rita Schlosser 

Harvey Checkman 
 

10th 
Brandon Glajchen 

Marcia Bankirer 

Jacob Applesmith 

Patricia Werba 

Debra Schwartz 

Hanna Firman 

Hannah Sachse 

Howard Field 
 

12th 
Rudi Katz 

Stephanie Kass 
 

13th 
Donald Gould 

Hannah Halem 

Jan Krum 

Kenneth Solnit 

21st  continued  
Aliza Rothstein 

Barbara Chernev 

Aron Jackson 
 

22nd 
Adriana Muscatel-

Weiner 

Ethan Vick 

Marianna Yanovsky 

Eugenia Mandrusov 

Bonnie Ashkenazi 

Muriel Barnett 
 

23rd 
Elias Kaskowitz 

Emily Gannes 

Emerson Davis 

Sonya Yam, 

Daniel Gafni 

Kate Fox 
 

24th 
Doris Katz, 

Cheryl Zatkin-Steres 

Eleanor Dickman 

Samuel Paktor 
 

25th 
Cathy Beyda 

Liya Freydin 

26th 
Irene Bricker 

Scott Brandman 

Sandra Silver 

Hindy Ganeles 
 

27th 
Avraham Perahia 

Rhianna Kass 

Jeffrey Warwick 
 

28th 
Vivian Herman 

Joel Rubnitz 

Allan Berkowitz 

Svetlana Veksler 

Daniel Taylor 

Ariel Tseitlin 

Jessica Leash 
 

29th 
Jamie Kravitz 

Shannon Guggenheim 

Ian Wolfe 
 

30th 
Helen Tieger 
 

31st 
Elena Trachtenberg 

Joseph Isaac 

Arieh Strod 

March Birthdays 

28th 
Herman & Penina Stern 
Michael & Elaine Hamilton 
 

30th 
Barry & Rochelle Alhadeff 
Jacob & Jen Orrin 
 

31st 
Michael Dickens &  
     Mindy Flatow-Dickens 
Jason & Mishy Balaban 
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Kiddush Lunch Fund (continued) 
In memory of my grandmother, Ruth Thunick, from David  
     Hoffman 
In memory of my grandfather, Ralph Thunick, from David Hoffman 
In memory of my husband, Elias Sefchovich, from Marilyn Sefchovich 
In memory of my husband, Ralf Herman, from Vivian Herman 
In memory of my grandparents, Cecilia & Ferdinand Klein, from Steven  
    Levin 
In memory of my husband, William Usim, from Aline Usim 
 

Rabbi Alpert Discretionary Fund 
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, in appreciation of your support for the Gavens  
     family, from Lee Gavens 
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, in honor of your leading the Friday Night Service  
     on January 18, 2019, from Villages Jewish Group 
Judy Paktor, in memory of your brother, Dr. Joel Greenwald, from Elie  
     & Yael Alcheck 
Congregation Beth David, from Alan & Patricia Werba 
Congregation Beth David, from Kenneth & Marilyn Entin 
In loving memory of my niece, Emily Gottfried, from Jerry Daniel 
In loving memory of my sister-in-law, Leonora Daniel, from Jerry  
    Daniel 
In memory of my mother, Ida Meltzer, from Michael Meltzer 
In memory of my mother, Amalia Dreifuss, from Herbert Dreifuss 
In memory of my aunt, Ida Eisen, from Harvey & Ina Checkman 
In memory of Bonnie's mother, Ruth Melnick, from Lee & Bonnie  
    Stone 
In memory of my grandmother, Rose Cadiff, from Susan Rosenzweig 
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, in loving memory of Bryan Schwartz, from  
    Myrtle & Joel Schwartz 
 

Religious School Myuchad Fund 
In memory of my mother, Sylvia Saslaff, from Seema Cicerone 
In memory of my father, Oscar Saslaff, from Seema Cicerone 
In memory of my father, Lova Zeltzer, from Rita Sauvage 
In memory of my aunt, Grete Leidner, from Alice Wald 
In memory of my father, Harold Rattner, from Martin Rattner 
In memory of my father, Harvey Flieder, from Sheryl Rattner 
 

Robert E. Levinson Memorial Library Fund 
In memory of my mother-in-law, Mae Usim, from Aline Usim 
In memory of my grandmother, Sarah Martin, from Susan Rosenzweig 
 

Stone Scholarship Fund 
Linda Weiss & Family, in memory of Henry Stone, from Raymond &    
    Janice Dong 
Linda Weiss & Family, in memory of Henry Stone, from Berte Dahl 

Contributions 
Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received  

between January 1 – 31 following individuals and families. 

Annual Campaign  
Bill Beyda, in honor of your years of service as President 
    of Congregation Beth David, from Kenneth Aitchison  
    & Leslie Alexander 
In memory of my sister, Charlotte Faneuil, from Michael Meltzer 
 

Balk Family Camp Scholarship Fund 
Rudi Katz, in memory of Jeff Katz, from Harvey & Ellen Gold 
 

Congregation Beth David Endowment Fund 
Judy Paktor, in memory of your brother, Dr. Joel  
     Greenwald, from Martin & Sheryl Rattner 
Congregation Beth David, from Alan & Patricia Werba 
 

Congregation Beth David Fund 
Karen Fihn, in memory of your husband, Melvin, from Jack &  
     Marilyn Goodman 
Judy Paktor, in memory of Dr. Joel Greenwald, from Harry &  
     Joanne Cornbleet 
Marshall & Marlene Burak, in honor your 60th wedding  
     anniversary, from Alan & Mary Jo Bernard 
Judy Paktor, in memory of your brother, Joel Greenwald, from  
    Melanie Weil 
Michal Strutin, in memory of your mother, Blossom Strutin, from  
     Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 
Congregation Beth David, from Alan & Patricia Werba 
Congregation Beth David, from Jacob & Alla Orkis 
Congregation Beth David, from Leonard Shen & Susan Cohen 
Congregation Beth David, from David & Ziva Fishman 
Congregation Beth David, from Ron & Susan Maltiel 
Congregation Beth David, from Michael Baer 
In memory of my grandfather, Jack Skolnik, from Elaine Hamilton 
In memory of my father, Mikhail Belogolovsky, from Alex &  
    Galina Belogolovsky 
In memory of Abram Fleyshman and Anna Imas, from Jeffrey &  
     Clara Imas 
In memory of my father, Sigmund Strauss, from Sylvia Meltzer 
In memory of Bernice Kussoy, from Paul & Melissa Taylor 
In memory of my mother, Doris Steffen, from Marilyn Goodman 
In memory of my father, Samuel Klein, from Jeanette Lerner 
 

Jewish Education Program/JET Scholarship Fund 
In memory of my husband, Martin Levitt, from Sandra Levitt 
 

Kiddush Lunch Fund 
Norman & Rachel Abramovitz, in honor of your 40th anniversary,  
    from Morey & Barbara Schapira 
Betty Becker, for refuah sheleimah, from Minda Schwartz 
Judy Paktor, in memory of your brother, Joel, from Joseph & Iris  
    Bendahan 
Judy Paktor, in memory of your brother, Dr. Joel Greenwald, from  
    Chris & Carol Cassell 
Martin & Sheryl Rattner, in honor of the aufruf of your daughter,  
    from Chris & Carol Cassell 
Joseph & Iris Bendahan, in honor of the aufruf of your daughter,  
    from Chris & Carol Cassell 
Walter & Irene Spector, in honor of the aufruf of your daughter, 
from Chris & Carol Cassell 
Judy Greenwald Paktor & Family, in memory of your  
    brother, Dr. Joel Greenwald, from Albert & Lee Ghan 
Congregation Beth David, from Lee Gavens 
Congregation Beth David, from Beth David Study Group 
Congregation Beth David, from Jussi & Lena Rajna 
In memory of my brother, Dean Hoffman, from David Hoffman 
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Officers  
 President     Betty Menkin   president@beth-david.org 
 Executive VP    Wendy Glasser   executivevp@beth-david.org 
 Administration VP    Ron Ruebusch    adminvp@beth-david.org 
 Education VP    Ruth Bareket   educationvp@beth-david.org 
 Finance VP     Michael Leitner    financevp@beth-david.org 
 Membership  VP    David Fishman   membershipvp@beth-david.org 
 Ritual VP     Madelyn Isaacs   ritualvp@beth-david.org 
 Recording Secretary   Cathy Beyda    recsecretary@beth-david.org 
 Treasurer     Bob Bankirer   treasurer@beth-david.org 
 Financial Secretary   Alex Drukarev   finsecretary@beth-david.org 

General Board 

Immed. Past Pres.   Bill Beyda  
Director at Large  Elizabeth Batson 
Director at Large  Opher Harel 
Director at Large  Susan Leitner  
Director at Large  Thelma Ramm 
Director at Large  Nathan Handelsman 
Director at Large  Alison Ruebusch 
Director at Large  Michael Bierman 

Dir. at Large Youth Chair    Sharon Horovitz 
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair    Lee Hirsch 
Dir. at Large Finance Rep   Gene Tenberg 
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep Carol Cassell 
Dir. at Large Program Chair   Barbara Green 
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep    Cathy Beyda 
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep    Art Singer 

 

Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________  

Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108 

Billing: (Choose One) 

______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly 

______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________ 

Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333  

   Congregation Beth David  
_____Endowment Fund _____ Kiddush Fund _____ Area of Greatest Need  
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Congregation Beth David 
19700 Prospect Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070-3352 
 
Change service requested 
 

Nonprofit Org 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Permit No. 94 
Cupertino, CA 

Did you know the D’var is available online?  
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.  

 

Erev Purim, March 20th 
 

Family Megillah Reading  
5:15 - 5:45pm  
 

Purim Dinner  
5:45 - 6:25pm  
RSVP required by March 13

th
.  

 

Purim Shpiel:  
Guys and Dolls  
6:30 - 7:15pm  
 

Gantze (Full) Megillah   
7:30 - 9:00pm  
 

See all Purim services and activities:  

www.beth-david.org/purim-5779 

 

Purim Carnival, March 24th 
11:00am - 1:30pm  
With the Israeli American Council  
 
Purchase a bracelet for 
$30.00 online at  
www.beth-david.org/RSVP 
or call the office at  
408-257-3333.  
Includes access to all 
games and rides plus 1 
meal ticket.  
 

 
 

See pages 14 & 15 for details  


