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Main Office 
408-257-3333 

info@beth-david.org 
 

 
Rabbis 

Jaymee Alpert 
Senior Rabbi 
408-366-9104  
rabbialpert@beth-david.org 
 
Daniel J. Pressman 
Rabbi Emeritus 
pressman@beth-david.org 

 
 

Staff 
Sarah Hanuka 
Director of Lifelong Learning 
408-366-9116  
hanuka@beth-david.org 
 
Barbara Biran 
Director of Lifecycle Events & 
Synagogue Ritual and Interim 
Director of Operations  
408-366-9106  
biran@beth-david.org 
 
Monica Hernandez 
Member Account Associate 
408-366-9108 
hernandez@beth-david.org 
 
Jillian Cosgrave 
Front Office Associate 
408-366-9110  
cosgrave@beth-david.org 
 
Lynn Crocker 
Mkt & Comm Associate 
408-366-9102  
crocker@beth-david.org 
 
Youth Education Program 
408-366-9101 
RSadmin@beth-david.org  
 
Jewish Experience for Teens  
JET@beth-david.org 

Want To See D’var In Full Color?  

 

To stop receiving a hard copy of D’var and receive an email notification 
when the full color, online version is published, email:  

dvar@beth-david.org  

View it online: 
www.beth-david.org/communications/dvar 

mailto:info@beth-david.org
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Parlor Meeting Discussion: 
Musical Instruments & Friday Night Services  

Wednesday, January 16  
7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

 

FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

Dear Friends, 
 

Happy 2019!  It is hard to believe that it is already January.  It is especially hard for me to believe since it is 
not cold and snowy.  In the Northeast, January tends to be a quiet time for synagogues.  Many people travel to 
warmer climates, and the people who do not travel are reticent to go outside unless it is necessary.  I am 
thrilled that January will not be quiet here at Congregation Beth David!  In addition to our regular services, 
programs, and classes, I encourage you to participate in two special events happening this month: our Scholar
-in-Residence weekend and Mitzvah Day. 

 

Rabbi Daniel Vaisrub will be our Scholar-in-Residence the weekend of  
January 11 – 13.  Join us for one or all of his sessions as he draws on his varied 
background to teach about everything from Talmud to football.  In fact, on the Sunday 
morning he is here, he will apply talmudic logic to football! It is perfect timing since the 
NFL playoffs will be underway.  Rabbi Vaisrub and I participated in the same cohort of 
Rabbis Without Borders, and I am looking forward to welcoming him as a scholar, a 
colleague, and a friend. 
 

Sunday, January 27 is Mitzvah Day.  The entire community is invited to participate in a 
meaningful morning dedicated to helping others.  There will be many opportunities to 
perform gemilut hasadim (acts of lovingkindness) – some are big, some are small, and all 

are important.  Mitzvah Day projects include:  Locks of Love, Habitat for Humanity, sandwich making for 
homeless shelters, and card writing for American Jewish Veterans and Israeli soldiers. 
 

The Talmud (Masechet Sukkah 49b) teaches, “Whoever does deeds of charity and justice is considered as 
having filled the entire world with loving-kindness.”  Join us on January 27 as we make the world a kinder 
place though our deeds.  If you are interested in helping out with Mitzvah Day, please contact Wendy 
Askenas, askenas@beth-david.org. 
 

I am looking forward to a busy January, and I wish you a happy and healthy 2019! 
 
 
 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

Join Rabbi Alpert for a discussion 
regarding the use of musical instruments 

during Friday night services and 
brainstorming ideas for a variety of future 

Kabbalat Shabbat-Ma’ariv services.  

mailto:askenas@beth-david.org
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Adults Learn Haftarah Trope  
Classes begin  

Saturday January 12th  
9:00 - 9:30 am 

 

Adults are 
welcome to join in 
as our students 
learn Haftarah 
trope, musical 
cantation used to 
chant the Haftaraot which are readings 
from the Prophets!  

 

 

Please email Barbara at biran@beth-
david.org if you want join the class.  

 

Please share our joy as our son,  
David, is called to  

the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on  
 

Saturday, January 26, 2019  
 

We invite you to join us for Kiddush  
lunch following the service.  

 

 Svitlana and Leonid Veksler 

Upcoming School Schedule 
 

January 6th          Sunday   School Resumes 
January 11-13th  Friday-Sunday Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 
January 12th             Saturday   Shabbat School – Guest Speaker  
         Rabbi Sarah Shulman from Camp  
         Ramah Galim 
January 13th        Sunday   No Religious School due to Shabbat  
         School 
January 20th        Sunday   No Religious School in honor of MLK Day 
January 27th        Sunday   Religious School will be joining in on Mitzvah Day Projects  
         from 9:30am-1:00pm 
 

There will be Religious School on all Wednesdays, beginning on 1/9/19. 
Questions? Email Wendy as Askenas@beth-david.org  
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The secular New Year is upon us, and what a year 2018 was for Congregation Beth David! 
 

In the last twelve months, we: 

• Launched a search for a new Rabbi, interviewed candidates, hosted visits; then we selected, welcomed, 
and installed Rabbi Jaymee Alpert. 

• Recovered every single penny, plus costs and interest, lost due to the bankruptcy of our general 
contractor on our building reconstruction. 

• Established a Building Endowment fund of over a million dollars to help pay for building maintenance 
going forward. 

• Completed the final phase of our Next 50/Option 3 campaign and recognized all 
donors on building signs in time for the High Holy Days. 

• Amended our by-laws to allow for electronic notifications on an opt-in basis and 
allowed for an additional year on clergy contracts going forward to be more 
competitive and synchronize better with sabbaticals. 

• Completed detailed school and congregation emergency and evacuation planning, with 
drills being scheduled as I write this. 

• Adjusted our security posture in response to the tragedy in Pittsburgh, to help make 
sure our congregants feel safe when they are at Congregation Beth David. (See the 
security article on page 7 for details). 

• Upgraded our IT infrastructure. 

• Welcomed a new guest cantor for the High Holy Days. 

• Launched new membership initiatives and programs. 
 

……And the list goes on, but I will stop here, because it’s not the individual accomplishments that matter 
most. The most important thing we have done is come together as a community in these past two years. While 
it was my role to coordinate the Board efforts to solidify our financial health and find a new Rabbi, I would not 
have been successful without your support and your trust. We did not let hardships divide us. We came 
together, as Congregation Beth David has done over many decades, and faced adversity and challenges head 
on. We have emerged stronger for it, and I am confident that when Betty Menkin takes over as President in 
February, she will lead us to even greater heights. She has my unconditional support and I will be there to help 
her with whatever she needs. 
 

It’s hard to believe this is my last President’s column in the D'var, and that two years has gone by so quickly. I 
want to thank my wife Cathy, and my adult kids Joey and Rachel, for understanding the time this job takes. I 
would like to offer my profound thanks to all of the outgoing Board members, the volunteers, and the staff, 
who have done the heavy lifting. I would like to thank all of our donors for enabling us to keep our programs 
and services running. Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank all of our members for making this 
community what it is. In good times and in bad, we stick by each other. We have proven our resilience. Our 
future is bright. Serving as your President has been one of the most challenging, yet fulfilling, chapters of my 
life. Thanks for your trust and support. 

 

 

Bill Beyda  
President, Congregation Beth David 

 

 

President’s perspective 

By Bill Beyda 
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Balk Family Memorial  
Camp Scholarship 

 

We are now accepting nominations for summer 2019 resident camp scholarships funded by the 
Balk Family Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund. (Deadline to apply is January 18). 

This fund perpetuates the memory and ideals of Beth David members Sheldon and Melvina Balk 
and their sons, Richard and David Balk. We seek to capture and light the spirit of Judaism in our 
youth, especially those who may seem apathetic about Jewish activities. 

Please note these are not merit-
based scholarships. We offer 
substantial aid, not based on 
academic results or activities, but, 
rather, to awaken a student’s Jewish 
identity. We give preference to Beth 
David first time campers. The amount 
we disburse depends upon donations 
to the Fund and current interest, but 
this summer, aided by our 
scholarships, two Beth David 
students attended Camp Ramah 
camps.  

Please call Chuck Taubman at 408-
257-3251 for additional information 
and to learn how to submit a 
nomination (the due date is 
January 18). 
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Security Committee UPDATE 

 
At the Annual Meeting on December 9th, the membership voted 111-40 to lock the front door of the synagogue at all 
times.  There were 8 non-voted ballots.  While the motion on the ballot was advisory, the Board felt that it needed the 
input from the membership on this important topic.  The result of the membership vote will be implemented 
immediately. 
 

What will change? The front door will remain locked at all times.  This includes Shabbat mornings, during weekday 
minyan, Religious School and during other after-hours events when a large number of people are present.  Access to the 
building will now require the use of an access card or help from the guard when one is present. 
 

How do I gain access to the building? Access cards have been made for every adult member of our community.  They 
will unlock the door and allow entrance during specific times. These hours may change at any time based on scheduled 
events or synagogue needs. Generally, the times are Monday - Friday from 9:00am – 8:00pm (or end of Minyan, if there 
are no other events) and Saturdays from 8:30am – 3:00pm. Times vary on Sundays based on scheduled events, but cards 
will always get you in for Minyan.  
 

Access cards have been available for about twelve months and at of the end of the Annual Meeting, about 40% of the 
membership had possession of their access cards.  Access cards are available for pick up during normal business hours 
from the Admin Office. 
 

On all Shabbat morning services there will be a guard who can also assist you in opening the front door if you have not 
picked up your access card (they are personalized), if you forgot your access card, or if the use of an access card is 
religiously offensive to you on Shabbat. 
 

In the November Board meeting, a motion was passed to retain the services of an armed security guard for the balance 
of this current fiscal year.  We had retained the services of a guard following the horrible events in Pittsburgh as an 
emergency measure, but with the Board vote, we have now contracted with the security company for their services 
through June 30, 2019.  The use of a guard beyond the end of this fiscal year will be a topic each year during the normal 
synagogue budgeting process.  As mentioned in the Annual Meeting, the estimated annual cost of the guard is about 
$75K, including the High Holy Days when we have always retained guard services.  For the balance of this fiscal year, 
there is no increase in our expenses associated with the retention of guard services due to other savings and efficiencies 
in the Administration Department budget.  However, in the fiscal year that runs from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020, 
should a guard continue to be retained, there would be an incremental expense. 
 

The general philosophy behind when a guard will be present is during any activity in which we expect more than 50 
members to be present in the building.  This includes Shabbat mornings (but not Erev Shabbat since our attendance is 
relatively low for those Services.  If attendance regularly starts to exceed 50, we will adjust.), during Religious School 
hours on Wednesday afternoon and Sunday mornings, during Services on all Major Haggim, and any major program 
such as, but not limited to, Scholar in Residence, the Purim Carnival, various larger Hazak events, etc.  Any committee 
chair or event organizer who is planning to use the building will be asked as part of the event intake process for an 
attendance estimate, and based on that we will, or will not, retain a guard at the synagogue’s expense.  If an event 
planner does not forecast attendance more than 50 and subsequently, within a month of the event, increases their 
estimated attendance to more than 50 people, a guard will be retained, but at the expense of the group who is revising 
their attendance estimate.  The reason for this difference is that our contract with the Security company gives us a 
pricing reduction if we notify them at least a month in advance so they can plan it into their personnel scheduling.  All 
private events of any size are already required to have a guard per the stipulations of our Facilities Use Policy. 
 

The guards are all armed.  They are all either off-duty or retired police officers who have many years of training.  Their 
job is to protect us and be open and friendly at the same time.  To do that, they will be profiling anyone who approaches 
the front entrance to the shul.  You can expect a smile and a hello provided you are not acting suspiciously or carrying 
something that could potentially be a weapon.  From the feedback we have received from members since the High Holy 
Days and recent Shabbatot, you can expect your experience with the guards to be courteous, professional, welcoming, 
and polite. 
 

One closing point, from the input received from the Sheriff’s Department, the ADL, and the FBI speaker at our 
November Security Symposium, Security is a community obligation that falls on all of us and requires that everyone 
remain vigilant at all times.  The old adage of “If you see something, say something!” is an obligation for all of us.  If 
you see something that doesn’t look right or familiar, mention it to a member of our staff, the Rabbi, or any Board 
member, the greeter on Shabbat, the Minyan Captain, or the Event Organizer of your activity. 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual Meeting and/or the Security Symposium for their serious consideration 
of this very serious and personal topic. 
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Email cbd.hazak@beth-david.org to sign up 
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From the VP of membership 

By David fishman 

What makes Membership and Engagement count 
Jews love to count.  Ten commandments, 613 mitzvot, 12 tribes, 8 days until Passover ends to go back to real 
pizza, most recently 8 nights of Hanukkah, even resting in imitation of God on the 7th day. So it came as no 
surprise at our recent annual meeting to hear questions such as  "How many members do we have who .... (Fill 
in the blank)?”  
 

The question seems fair enough. But the simple arithmetic of “more members/more money” can quickly 
become distracting. We might argue passionately over how to invest or raise funds, and we cannot neglect the 
important and rigorous work of balancing the books. Yet still, measurement gets sticky. The worst idea (sadly 
not unheard of) is to keep score of who is more or less committed, the fallacy of "bad Jew" vs. "good Jew," as 
in “I didn’t see her at …” Inventorying programs and populations is convenient, but is not ultimately sufficient.  
 

What’s more important is to think about how and why people give their time and their money to our 
community. It’s at the heart of transforming all our contributions into sustainable growth.  
 

Whether as individuals or collectively, we all walk the pathways of sacred community to achieve a meaningful 
Jewish life. We achieve meaning when our collective Jewish experience creates a greater sense of ownership. 
Think of it as "Ownership of Jewish experience," our "Jewish sense of self." Here are four ways to make sure 
we are making engagement count: 
 

1. Positive Jewish memory Whether in a celebration at the synagogue, among our family, celebrating 
holidays, learning, recognizing words in Hebrew, memories of summer camp or a visit to Israel, the most 
impactful Jewish experiences create positive and powerful memories. Positivity is critical: Judaism is powerful, 
and with great power comes great responsibility. We must be vigilant against the impulse to tell some other 
Jew what they should be doing (remember when that Jew was you?)  Positivity reinforces our retained Jewish 
memory and inoculates against mistakes. 
 

2. Increased Jewish self-confidence. A sense of Jewish insecurity is one of the most important, potent and 
dangerous barriers to membership and engagement. People successful in other endeavors often struggle when 
they walk into a Jewish space and feel ignorant. I cannot stress enough how important this is. We must do 
all we can to help those people feel they are welcome wherever they might be on their Jewish journey, meeting 
them where they are, and helping them find their path. 
 

3. Increase Jewish knowledge: They say that the Torah is like water, that Talmud is like the ocean. It's a good 
thing that there’s always one more Jewish thing to know. We work to bring basic literacy and skills acquisition, 
conceptual forms of knowledge, reflections on history, and the unique contribution of Judaism into our spiritual 
and intellectual inner life. Again, it’s not a competition,  but an opportunity to express knowledge with 
compassion. 
 

4. Increased connectedness to other Jews. Done right, this means that nothing important happens outside of a 
community. This is true whether it’s through some action of social outreach or just a sense of familiarity and 
comfort. Being among people who understand you and share some sense of their place in the world makes 
being in our community more sustainable. 
 

Taking ownership of your own Jewish experience is the foundation on which you can build a continuously 
renewed and meaningful Jewish life.  By modeling these fours way -- positive Jewish memory; supporting 
others in Jewish self-confidence; supporting others in Jewish knowledge; and fostering better connectedness to 
other Jews --we show others how they can take ownership of the Jewish experience. It leads new members into 
pathways of community, lets veteran members sustain their commitment, and ensures we can make 
membership and engagement count. 
 
I’ve gathered these thoughts from Rabbi Mike Uram’s compelling new book,  Next Generation Judaism: How College 
Students and Hillel Can Help Reinvent Jewish Organizations. Learn more at http://bit.ly/CBD-NextGenJudaism . I invite 
you to get a copy and share your thoughts. 
    I also invite you to listen in to our recent webcast CBD Membership & Engagement Round Table,  Audio/Video 
Replay: https://bit.ly/CBD-mem-cast-Dec2018  

http://bit.ly/CBD-NextGenJudaism


 10 

 

 

Welcome Rabbi Daniel Vaisrub as our Scholar-in-Residence 
 

 Rabbi Vaisrub studied at Yeshivat Hamivtar (Efrat, Israel), 
and Hebrew Theological College (Skokie, Illinois). He 
received rabbinic ordination from Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau 
(former Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of Israel). Presently he is 
Professor of Talmud at Hebrew Seminary (Skokie, Illinois). 
He has taught Hebrew Bible, Talmud, Midrash, and Halakha 
in various settings, including Melton School and Hartman 
Institute. He is a frequent darshan and Torah reader for Rose 
Crown Minyan of Anshe Emet Synagogue and the Chicago 
Loop Synagogue and fellow with Rabbis Without Borders 
2017 Cohort. Rabbi Vaisrub holds a BA in History from the 
University of Michigan, and an MBA from McGill University. 

 With the exception of dinner on Friday night, all 
presentations are free and ALL are welcome!  

Daven - Eat - Learn 
 Dinner with Rabbi Daniel Vaisrub 
Friday, January 11 

 6:45 - 7:45 p.m. 
Enjoy dinner with Rabbi Vaisrub before his Friday evening lecture. Dinner is $21.00 per person. Choose 
from Chicken or Portobello entrees. RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call the office at 408-
257-3333. RSVP closes 1/4 or when event is full. 

 

The Rebellious Son, The Rebellious City 
Friday, January 11 

 7:45 - 9:00 p.m. 
Join Rabbi Vaisrub, for an intriguing lecture on this pair of dramatic Talmudic texts showing how the 
Talmud teaches us how to always see the other side of an argument and how no one side "owns" the 
truth. 

 

Post Modern Talmud 
Saturday, January 12 

 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Rabbi Vaisrub reviews his favorite Talmudic teachings and show how a Talmudic scholar was doing post
-modern literary deconstruction 1200 years before post-modernism hit the European scene. 

 

What Would Maimonides Do? 
Saturday, January 12 

 6:15 - 8:00 p.m. 
Rabbi Vaisrub teaches on a series of readings from Maimonides on wide range of topics including the 
nature or truth, politics, ethics, and law. 

 

NFL Catch Rule According to Jewish Law 
Sunday, January 13 

 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
Rabbi Vaisrub presents a video wherein two scholars analyze the change to the National Football 
League's definition of what constitutes a "catch" using Talmudic logic. 

January 11 – 13 
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These are great opportunities to get to know new 
Beth David women or to catch up with old 
friends.in a social setting of your choice.  
Email cbd women@beth-david.org for locations.  

Do you enjoy walking?  
We have groups for you, too  
Interested in weekly morning walks? Email Wendy at 
cbd.amwalk@beth-david.org  
 
Are evening walks more your style? Email Cathy at 
cbd.evewalk@beth-david.org 

 Matinee Movie & Lunch Discussion Group  
Wednesday, January 2, 11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Ladies Who Lunch  
Thursday, January 10, 11:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m.  
 

Dames Who Dine  
Thursday, January 24, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
Saturday, January 19 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
  

Everyone 
is invited 
to join an 
inspiring 
Shabbat 
service 
led by 
women. 

 

 
Enjoy a delicious Kiddush luncheon after the 
service.  
 

Women of all ages are welcome to participate.  
 

Please sign up online  
https://tinyurl.com/yb2bfb9w  
 

We encourage mother-daughter duos, teens and 
young adults to participate.  

 
Friday, February 8    6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Enjoy this entree into Shabbat!  
 

Join us for a young 
families experience 
as CBD’s part of 
this series of 
Kabbalat Shabbat 
(Welcoming the 
Sabbath) dinners at various locations throughout 
the community.  CBD will host the February dinner.  
 

This event is open to everyone, but is specifically 
designed to help young families get into the 
Shabbat mindset, with a festive meal at the center 
of the experience.  
 

There is no charge to attend however please RSVP 
so we know how much food to order! RSVP online 
at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call the office at 
408-257-3333.  

mailto:cbd.amwalk@beth-david
mailto:cbd.evewalk@beth-david.org
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CBD Holiday Connect for Our College-Aged Young Adults 
 

This December, Holiday Connect sent out Hanukkah themed packages to over twenty young 
adults!  
 

This festive package included a Hanukkah cookie, gelt (chocolate coins), a chocolate bar, a gift 
card for Starbucks, an emoji dreidel and Hanukkah Gel Clings for decorating their windows. A 
letter from Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, a sheet on how to light the Hanukkiah (menorah) with blessings 
and instructions, and directions on playing the Dreidel Game were also included. Everything was 
packed with love.  
 

Enrollment is on-going, and our next package is Purim themed.  
(See enrollment form on facing page) 

 

Jewish Book Discussion Group 
Saturday, January 5  

After lunch, approx. 1:00 p.m.  
 

My Country, My Life:  

Fighting for Israel, Searching for Peace  
by Ehud Barak, led by Alex Drukarev 
 

My Country, My Life is a rich and engrossing memoir from one of 

Israel’s premier political leaders, who went from being a decorated 

soldier to a staunch advocate for peace. Ehud Barak’s love of Israel 

pours through every page of this book, which makes his warnings 

about the country’s future as a Jewish and democratic state all the 

more powerful, urgent, and real." ―Madeleine Albright, former 

U.S. Secretary of State. 
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It’s not too late to enroll your college-aged child or grandchild in CBD Holiday Connect - CBD 
Women’s holiday care package program. We will send at least three holiday packages to enrolled 
young adults ages 18-25’ish who are in college at home or away, as well as those just starting out 
on their own. We want to let our young adults know that, although they may be out of sight, they 
are never far from our hearts. 
 

Enrollment in the program is required. Complete the form below and mail it to CBD attn.: 
Holiday Connect or drop it by the CBD office. You can also scan the form and email it to 
CBD.HolidayConnect@beth-david.org or download the online fillable form at www.beth-david.org/
holiday-connect. A voluntary contribution of $48 is requested to offset the cost of the program (the 
estimated cost per young adult is $75 for the year). Of course, you may increase your contribution 
to help cover additional costs. Contributions can be made via check (made out to CBD Sisterhood) 
or billed to your CBD account.  

mailto:CBD.Holidayconnect@beth-david.org
http://www.beth-david.org/holiday-connect
http://www.beth-david.org/holiday-connect


 14 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

  1                 24th of Tevet 
Admin Office Closed 
New Year's Day 

2                   25th of Tevet 
BREAK - NO SCHOOL  
 
11:30am CBD Women Movie 
     and Discussion Group  
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

6                 29th of Tevet 
9:00am Torah Trope  
9:30am Minyan  
9:30am JCORE  
9:30am JET Program  
9:45am Yoga for the Soul  
 
12:30pm Kita Hey – Intro to 
     B’nei Mitzvah  

7                     1st of Sh'vat 
Rosh Chodesh Sh'vat 
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew  
 
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
 
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
    for FSU Émigrés (offsite)  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

8                  2nd of Sh'vat 
 
11:00am Modern Hebrew - 
      Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

9                    3rd of Sh'vat 
 
 
 
 
2:00pm Programming  
     Committee Meeting  
 
 
 
4:00pm JEWEL  
 
7:00pm Minyan  

13                 7th of Sh'vat 
9:30am Minyan  
10:00am NFL Catch Rule  
     According to Jewish Law 
     (SIR Series)  
 
1:00pm Jewbilee – A Day of  
    Jewish Learning at APJCC 
  
6:30pm Purim Shpiel  
    Auditions  

14                  8th of Sh'vat 
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
 
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew 
    for FSU Émigrés (offsite)  
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

15                 9th of Sh'vat 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
     Intermediate  
 
 
3:00pm Yiddish  
     Conversation Group  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

16                 10th of Sh'vat  
 
 
 
4:00pm JEWEL  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
 
7:30pm Parlor Meeting  
     Discussion – Musical  
     Instruments & Friday  
     Night Services  

20               14th of Sh'vat 
9:30am Minyan  
 
 
6:00pm Bocce with the Boys 
 
7:00pm Hazak Movie Night: 
    Ahead of Time: The 
   Extraordinary Journey of  
   Ruth Gruber  

21               15th of Sh'vat 
Martin Luther King's Birthday 
Tu BiShvat 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

22              16th of Sh'vat 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
     Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
 

23                17th of Sh'vat 
 
 
4:00pm JEWEL 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
 
7:30pm Board Meeting  

27               21st of Sh'vat 
9:00am Haftarah Trope  
9:00am Mitzvah Day 
9:00am Minyan  
9:30am JCORE 5779  
9:30am JET Program  
9:45am Yoga for the Soul  

28               22nd of Sh'vat 
10:00am Intermed. Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
 
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
      for FSU Émigrés (offsite)  
 
7:00pm Minyan  

29              23rd of Sh'vat 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
    Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

30                24th of Sh'vat 
 
 
 
4:00pm JEWEL  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

January 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458485&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458486&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458490&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458491&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458492&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458493&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458497&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458498&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458499&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458500&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458504&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458505&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458506&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458507&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458511&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458512&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458513&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458514&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Thursday  Friday Saturday  
 
 
 
 
 

3                   26th of Tevet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

4                  27th of Tevet 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
 
4:46pm Candle lighting 
 
6:30pm Services  

5                  28th of Tevet 
9:30am Services  
10:30am Mindfulness and 
     Meditation Through the  
     Hasidic Lens 
 
12:00pm Kiddush 
 
1:00pm Jewish Book  
     Discussion Group  

10                  4th of Sh'vat 
 
11:00am Modern History of  
     Israel  
11:00am Ladies Who Lunch  
 
 
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
     Beginner  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

11                5th of Sh'vat 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
 
4:53pm Candle lighting 
 
6:00pm Services  
 
6:45pm Dinner with Rabbi 
    Daniel Vaisrub (SIR Series) 
 
7:45pm The Rebellious Son, 
    The Rebellious City (SIR 
     Series)  

12                  6th of Sh'vat 
9:00am Haftarah Trope  
9:30am JCORE Shabbat  
     School  
9:30am Services  
10:00am Stretching into  
     Shabbat  
10:30am An Exploration of  
     Shabbat Prayer & Study  
     for Russian Speakers  
11:15am Tot Shabbat  
12:00pm Kiddush 
 
1:00pm Post Modern Talmud  
     (SIR Series)  
 
6:15pm What Would  
     Maimonides Do? (SIR  
     Series)  

17                11th of Sh'vat 
11:00am Modern History of 
    Israel  
 
 
1:00pm Modern Hebrew  
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
 
 

18              12th of Sh'vat 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Candle lighting 
 
6:30pm Services  

19               13th of Sh'vat 
9:30am Services/CBD  
     Women's Shabbat  
 
10:30am Haverim  
 
12:00pm Kiddush 
 
1:00pm Israel Today  
    Discussion  

24                18th of Sh'vat 
11:00am Modern History of 
    Israel  
 
1:00pm Modern Hebrew  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  
7:00pm Dames who Dine  

25               19th of Sh'vat 
10:00am Talmud Study 
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
 
 
5:07pm Candle lighting 
 
6:30pm Services 

26                20th of Sh'vat 
9:30am Services/David  
     Veksler Bar Mitzvah  
 
10:15am Approachable Torah  
 
11:15am Tot Shabbat  
 
12:00pm Kiddush 

31                25th of Sh'vat 
11:00am Modern History of  
    Israel  
 
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
    Beginner  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

  

Scholar-in-
Residence 
Weekend   

January 11-13  
 

Schedule at a Glance 
 

Friday, January 11 
6:45pm Dinner with Rabbi  

Vaisrub*  
7:45pm The Rebellious  

Son, The Rebellious 
City  

Saturday, January 12 
1:00pm Post Modern Talmud 
6:15pm What Would  

Maimonides Do?  
Sunday, January 13  

10:00am NFL Catch Rule  
 According to Jewish  
 Law 

     

*RSVP required for dinner by 
January 4th  

See page 10 for details  

Parlor Meeting  
Discussion  

 

Musical  
Instruments & Friday  

Night Services  
 

Wednesday,  
January 16    7:30pm  

 

Join Rabbi Alpert 
for a discussion 
regarding the 
use of musical 
instruments 

during Friday 
night services.  

 

See page 3 

Mitzvah Day 
Sunday,  January 27 

9:00am - 1:00pm  

Participate in social action 

projects at CBD 

and throughout 

our general 

community.   
See page 16  

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458487&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458488&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458489&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458494&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458495&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458496&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458501&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458502&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458503&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458508&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458509&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458510&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458515&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Sunday, January 27 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

All are welcome to join with other members of 
our community and participate in various 
social action projects at CBD and offsite for 
our annual Mitzvah Day. No need to sign up 
in advance. Simply show up and join with like 
minded people to help and serve 
others. Whatever your interest, there is 
someplace or someone special that could use 
a couple hours of your time. 

  

We will come together as a community for lunch at CBD following the program.  
 

No need to sign up in advance.  
Please bring a non-perishable food donation for Second Harvest Food Bank. 

Contact Wendy Askenas for more information.  
Email Askenas@beth-david.org or phone 408-257-3333 

 

You will join with like-minded people to serve others. Pick what interest you! 
 

• Help sort & repair donated home goods with Habitat for Humanity - Suggested ages 16+ 

• Collect and repair donated bicycles with Community Cycles of CA - Suggested ages 14+ 

• Make cards for soldiers and sick children with Cards for a Cause - Suggested ages 8+ 

• Learn basic first aid with Red Cross representative Bonnie Hirsch - Suggested ages 14+ 

• Assemble Shabbat items for Jewish seniors in nursing homes with Shabbat in a Bag - Suggested ages 5+ 

• Cut and tie large fleece blankets for cancer patients & smaller ones for humane society dogs and cats 

with Layers of Love - Suggested ages 8+ 

• Have your hair cut and styled for your contribution to Locks of Love - Suggested ages 13+ (with parent’s 

permission 

• Make sack lunches of PB&J sandwiches, chips & fruit to feed the hungry - Suggested ages 10+ 

• Make birthday boxes for sick children at Ronald McDonald House; bring a new paperback book, wrap it 

and make a card - Suggested ages 5+ 

• Make toys for pets at local animal shelters - Suggested ages 8+ 

• Staff an information table for Humane Society of Silicon Valley - Suggested ages 5+ 

• Learn how dogs are trained to help people and how to approach service animals with Canine  

Companions for Independence - Suggested ages 5+ 

• Staff a table with information about Breast & Ovarian Cancer. Also attend a short lecture by Doreen 

Kastleman & Sarah Hanuka about their experiences with breast cancer - Suggested ages 17+ 

• Hang up the old class pictures along the Religious School Hallway - Suggested ages 16+ 

Visit Website  
www.beth-david.org/mitzvah-day-2019 

 

 No need to sign up in advance.  
‘Please bring a non-perishable food donation 

for Second Harvest Food Bank. 
 

Contact Wendy Askenas for more information.  
Email Askenas@beth-david.org or  

phone 408-257-3333 
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Men's Club provides community based activities, service projects, sports and socializing.   
Men of all ages are welcome. Get on our mailing list. Email CBD.Mensclub@Beth-David.org 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 3, 3:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
At CBD, hosted by the Men’s Club 

 
We invite CBD men and women and their guests to 
join us for Superbowl Sunday at Beth David.  
 

We’ll have a large projector set up in the Social Hall, 
provide pizza and ask you to bring drinks or items for 
the dairy potluck. Kick off time is 3:30pm.  
 

RSVP to CBD.Mensclub@Beth-David.org.  

Bocce with the Boys 
Sunday, January 20, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
Campo di Bocce in Los Gatos  
CBD Men’s Club welcomes you to join us for Bocce and 
Brotherhood. Campo Di Bocce  565 University Ave, Los 
Gatos. RSVP to CBD.Mensclub@Beth-David.org so we can 
reserve the courts.   

 

World Wide Wrap 

Sunday, February 3, 9:00 - 9:30 a.m.  
 

Join us as we participate in the World Wide Wrap 
event (sponsored by Men’s Clubs and 
congregations around the world) as a ‘spiritual 
kick-off’ to Superbowl Sunday. If you have never 
wrapped tefillin, this is the perfect opportunity 
to learn. We especially welcome our 7 graders 
and their families to learn and join the minyan to 
follow at 9:30am.  

mailto:CBD.Mensclub@Beth-David.org
mailto:CBD.Mensclub@Beth-David.org
mailto:CBD.Mensclub@Beth-David.org
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Congregation Beth David  
Mah Jongg Tournament 

19700 Prospect Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070 

 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 
 

9:30am    Registration & Coffee 
 

10:00am  Play starts promptly 
 

$54 per person 
Includes lunch and four rounds of play 

According to National Mah Jongg League rules 
Lunch seating will be inside 

 

 
***  Tournament Prizes  *** 

 
Proceeds to be donated to a local charity 

 
 

Advanced level must play 4 games per hour 
 

Novice level will play up to 3 games per hour 
 

RSVP by February 1, 2019 
at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or 

call CBD office at (408) 257-3333 
 

No Refunds after February 1, 2019 
 

Please include name, phone, email and  
play level for EACH registrant 

(If you register a group, please provide information for each person) 
 

For questions, please email Nancy Newman at nancynewm@gmail.com. 

http://www.beth-david.org/rsvp
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Purim Carnival with IAC 
Sunday, March 24 
11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
 

Beth David and the Israel American 
Council (IAC) welcome everyone to this 
year’s Purim Carnival.  Please join us for 
fun, games, rides and food.   
 

Ticket information* 
www.beth-david.org/purim-5779  
*look for information after February 1st  

Purim Shpiel 
Auditions  
Sunday, January 13 
6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Come join us for this 
year’s incredibly fun 
Purim Shpiel!  

 

Everyone ages 14+ are welcome, ages 10+ may 
join if a parent or sibling is also auditioning. No 
experience necessary, everyone auditioning will 
be cast! 
 

This year’s directors, Aaron & Cindy, have been 
directing and performing in this area for years, 
and are very excited to put their creative skills 
to work for this silly and heart warming show! 
 

PREPARATION:  

 Bring a completed audition form. Forms can 
be downloaded at www.beth-david.org/
shpiel2019.   

 Check your calendars for possible conflicts 
through March 20!  

 Come ready to learn and move! We will have a 
short dance combination and a group singing 
exercise.  

 

Interested in a solo? Bring a karaoke track 
(YouTube OK) of musical theatre song that 
shows your range, up to 1 minute.  

Erev Purim  
Wednesday, March 20 

 

Family Megillah Reading  
5:15 - 5:45pm  
Meant for families with children and for the 
child in all of us!! Enjoy a fun, music-filled, 
abbreviated Megillah reading lead by Rabbi 
Alpert   
 

Purim Dinner 
5:45 - 6:25pm  
Enjoy a festive Purim dinner. Your choice of 
hamburger or veggie burger; $15 per person 
(ages 6+). RSVP required by March 13th. 
Walk ins cannot be accommodated. RSVP 
online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call 
408-257-3333.  
 

Gantze (Full) Megillah 
 7:30 - 9:00pm  
The "Gantze" Megillah experience is a full 
reading of the scroll of Esther geared 
towards adults with appropriate moments of 
gragger noise and frivolity.  

 

See all Erev Purim services 
and activities:  

www.beth-david.org/purim-5779 
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Once again, CBD’s social hall will be 
transformed into an Italian café.  

 

Relax while religious school students (and staff) 
prepare and serve you a spaghetti dinner including, 
salad, garlic bread and dessert.   

 

 

 

Come to the CBD 
Zip Code Evening 

and Find Out 

Join your friends and neighbors for a fabulous night hosted by  
CBD members in various locations centered around Beth David.  

RSVP online at www.beth-david.org or 

call the office at 408-257-3333. 

Want to Host?  
Email Wendy at Askenas@beth-david.org 

 

February 23rd 

8:00 - 10:00pm   

RSVP’s are required by February 13th so you can be contacted by your host before the event. 
Feel free to invite your friends, but include their information.  

 

If you would like to be matched to a home in your neighborhood or would rather extend your 
circular of friends outside of your zip code, please let us know.  

$6.00 child (ages 5-12); $7.00 teen (ages 13-17);  $14.00 adults 
(ages 18+). Prices go up after 2/18. Proceeds benefit the religious 
school programs at CBD. 
 

RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp  
or call 408-257-3333 

 
Spaghetti FUN-raiser Dinner  

Sunday, March 3  5:00 - 7:00pm 
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A BIG Thank You  
 

Thank you to the CBD women who participated in the 
Interfaith Holiday Service Party on December 11th. The 
event benefitted the camp fire evacuees. Over 125 
women participated. A total of 216 backpacks were 
stuffed and over $2,000 in gift cards were donated.  
 

The backpacks were distributed to Paradise students who 
are currently doing schoolwork in tents at the mall in 
Chico and delivered to the superintendent of Oroville, the 
neighboring town, where portables are being built to 
house those students starting January 7th.  
 
The gift cards were given to local FEMA representatives 
in Chico who are serving as case workers for the fire 
evacuees.  
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On December 5th over 125 people 
attended an all ages Hanukkah 
celebration. The evening began with art 
projects and learning stations for kids and 
wine and cheese for adults.  
 

Following this, the group gathered to light 
hanukkiyot, have latkes & sufganiyot, sing 
songs, and play dreidel with gelt.  

 

Interested in finding out more about your Jewish genealogy?  It's all 
the rage, and several Beth David members have been active long-
time participants in the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish 
Genealogical Society, collecting,  recommending, and donating 
popular and rare books Jewish Genealogy books for the Levinson 
Library. 
 

We've got a large collection on how to proceed with hunting your 
Jewish ancestors, with specialized information about families and 
communities that once existed all over Eastern Europe and 
Sephardic communities.  There are "how to get started", basic 
workbooks, translating documents, surname and given names and 
their meanings and various spellings from a variety of languages 
and places, and countries.   
 

Come take a look at the genealogy information and books located on the shelf starting at 798.1.   
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January Anniversaries  

1st 
Clifford & Susan Gutterman 
Steve & Rita Schlosser 
 

2nd 
Leonid Segal & Ida Gourevitch 
 

3rd 
Andrew Pickholtz & Jan Larky 
 

7th 
Paul Overmyer & Alice Wald 
David & Andrea Ammerman 
 

9th 
Bill & Cathy Beyda 
 

14th 
Martin & Barbie Weinstein 
 

15th 
Michael & Dena Acevedo 

 

17th 
Alex & Sondra Goldberger 
 

18th 
Bill Province & Julie Tardos 
Alex & Galina Belogolovsky 
 

19th 
Richard & Dorothy Dorsay 
 

25th 
Joseph & Ann Sorger 
 

28th 
Igor & Liliya Yunerman 
Robert Kirschbaum & Marilyn Goldsmith 
 

31st 
Marty & Sheila Weisberg 

16th 
Gloria Rosenblume 
Alex Fridlib 
Ian Ferguson 
 

17th 
Philip Alexander 
Maureen Schneider 
Arkady Shapiro 
Rosa Bencuya 
 

18th 
Nadav Ben-David 
Naomi Gafni 
Susan Fahn 
Jake Selincourt 
Isaac Berezovsky 
Alexander Sherman 
Richard Parrish 
 

19th 
Michael Cohen 
Heidi Brandman 
 

20th 
Alana Goodman 
Paul Riskin 
Jenifer Ohriner 
Norman Abramovitz 
 

21st 
Inna Sigal 
Marco Grossman 
Debra Fils 
Alison Field 

1st 
Roman Adar 
Renee Ben-David 
Maya Bareket 
Bagelle Handelsman 
Eliot Tenberg 
 

2nd 
Heather Harris 
 

3rd 
Nehama Beer 
Jane Gold 
Guy Shani 
 

4th 
Bryan Ferguson 
Dena Acevedo 
Susan Rosenzweig 
Stephen Schleimer 
 

5th 
David Mendel 
 

7th 
Maya Segev 
Benjamin Abada 
Susan Schwerin 
 

8th 
Elior Ohriner 
Kamran Zohoori 
Deborah Shapiro 
Jan Stein 
Barbara Bromberg 
Barry Shimelfarb 
 

9th 
Stephanie Spielvogel 
Leonard Shen 
Rama Strod 
 

10th 
Alina Korol 
Alexandra Kass 
Sarah Rosenberg 
 

11th 
Briana Balaban 
Brent Hailpern 
Sandi Bretz 
Stephen Goldstein 
Neal Gafter 
Sharon Mutchnik 
 

12th 
Ian Kass 
Yelena Yatskar 
Janet Witkin 
Sander Taboh 
Evan Kass 
Ann Tavan 
 

13th 
Bren Dorsay 
Steven Linder 
Theodore Rosenblume 
Stanley Farkas 
 

15th 
Jayden Cohen 
Michael Lewis 
Lory Drukarev 
 

 
22nd 
Rimma Zaraysky 
Felissa Cagan 
Barak Tzori 
 

23rd 
Adrienne Kravitz 
Alex Volinsky 
 

24th 
Martin Bress 
 

25th 
Joel Bauman 
Michael Hamilton 
 

26th 
Lloyd Dickman 
Anton Gotlib 
Aaron Schneider 
Emilia Shvarts 
Joseph Bendahan 
 

27th 
Elliot Applesmith 
Jacob Deloumi 
Laurie Matzkin 
Joseph Orrin 
David Veksler 
 

28th 
Aaron Fox 
Judy Levin 
Julie Tardos 

 
29th 
Rachel Gild 
Rowin Hughes 
 

30th 
Mindy Berkowitz 
Andrew Green 
 

31st 
Zahara Friedman 
Karen Guggenheim 
Leonid Kats 
Edward Kiss 
Andrew Wolfe 
Dorothy Heller 

January Birthdays 
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In memory of my father, Max Hoffman, from Helen  
     Baer 
In memory of my mother, Ruth Woron, from Harold  
     Woron 
In memory of my grandfather, Samuel Rosen, from  
     Elaine Hamilton 
In memory of my mother, Blanche Lindenbaum, from  
     Bonnie Ashkenazi 
In memory of my grandmother, Fannie Pessah, from  
     Cara Vainish 
Congregation Beth David, from Benjamin Leznik 
 

Kiddush Lunch 
Co-sponsor kiddush lunch on December 1, 2018 in  
     honor of my birthday, from Carol Cassell 
Rhonda Farber, mazal tov on the birth of your  
     granddaughter, Miss Ella, from Marshall & Marlene  
     Burak 
Cookie Addison, mazal tov to a great great  
     grandmother, from Marshall & Marlene Burak 
In memory of my father, Bernard Steinberg, from  
     Henry Stone 
In memory of my father, Maynard Levin, from Marilyn  
     Sefchovich 
In memory of Max Pierson, from Stephen & Helaine  
     Green 
In memory of Ida Green, from Stephen & Helaine  
     Green 
In memory of Morris Green, from Stephen & Helaine  
     Green 
In memory of my brother-in-law, Tevje Pasumansky,  
     from Yulia Shvarts 
In memory of my cousin-in-law, Elena Falkova, from  
     Yulia Shvarts 
In memory of my wife, Ilene Doppelt, from Phillip  
     Doppelt 
In memory of my father, Erwin I. Klein, from Scott  
     Klein 
In memory of my mother, Anna Weiss, from Franklyn  
     Weiss 
In memory of Sol Liebowitz, from Eric & Sheryl  
     Lewis 
In memory of my mother, Lea Seymon, from Jane  
     Jacobson 
In memory of my brother, Robert (Bert) Schwartz,  
     from Joel Schwartz 
In memory of my cousin, Ikey Isaac, from Myrtle  
     Schwartz 
In memory of my uncle, Herman Leibman, from Joel  
     Schwartz 
In memory of my father, Joseph Nassi, from Ike Nassi 

Contributions 
Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received  

between November 1 – 30 following individuals and families. 

   
Annual Campaign  
In loving memory of Alicia Appleman-Jurman and  
     Gabriel Appleman, from Daniel Appleman 
In memory of my sister, Liza Smolyanitsky, from  
     Alexander Lazer 
 

Balk Family Camp Scholarship Fund 
In memory of my grandfather, Benjamin Dorsay, from 
    Adam Dorsay 
 

Congregation Beth David Bible and Siddur and 
Mahzor Fund 
In memory of my daughter, Debbie Gandel, from  
    Martin Gandel 
 

Congregation Beth David Endowment Fund 
In memory of my brother, Izak Eshaghoff, from Esmail  
    Eshaghoff 
In memory of my father, Dr. Gerhard Maerker, from  
    Wendy Harris 
In memory of my grandfather, Morris Hoffman, from  
    David Hoffman 
 

Congregation Beth David Fund 
Bill & Betty Menkin, mazal tov on the birth of your  
    granddaughter, from Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 
Sheryl Lewis, with gratitude for mentoring Carmel for  
    her Bat Mitzvah and inspiring her, from Rivka  
    Shenhav & Renata Zaliznyak 
In memory of my father & mother-in-law, Bert F.  
    Goldberg and Ethel Malkin, from Enid Malkin 
In memory of my mother, Faina Alexander Kremer,  
    from Alexandra Kreimer 
In memory of my father, David Israel Kremer, from  
    Alexandra Kreimer 
In memory of Nachem Pobereshsky, from Genya  
    Gribanovskaya 
In memory of Polina Medvedava, from Genya  
    Gribanovskaya 
In memory of my father, Israel Stokelman, from Dalia  
    Orr 
In memory of my aunt, Liza Kahanov, from Lydia  
    Polidi 
In memory of my brother, Arnold Schwartz, from  
    Martin Schwartz 
In memory of my father-in-law, Mark William  
    Postman, from Frederica Postman 
In memory of Isak & Ida Yevelev, from Igor & Dina  
    Yevelev 
In memory of Maya Belogolovsky, from Igor & Dina  
    Yevelev 
In memory of Samuel Burdman, from Herman &  
     Phyllis Burdman 
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Religious School Myuchad Fund 
In loving memory of my beloved father, Harry  
     Moskowitz, from Natalie Schriger 
In memory of our sister-in-law, Carol Mueller, from  
     Stephen & Helaine Green 
In memory of my brother, Alexander Kohan, from  
     Ruth Kohan 
In memory of my brother, Lawrence Ehrlich, from  
     Donald Ehrlich 
In memory of my brother-in-law, Victor Lamin, from  
     Deborah Hoffman 
 

Robert E. Levinson Memorial Library Fund 
In memory of my mother, Yenta Gruzman, from Faina  
     Eichis 
 

Silver, Sabes, Frank Youth Fund 
In memory of my father, Alvin Jacobs, from Aurianne  
     Dorsay 
 

Social Action 
Dinner for the Homeless, from Natalie Schriger 
Dinner for the Homeless, from Sandi Bretz 
Dinner for the Homeless, from Edward & Eleanor Kiss 
Dinner for the Homeless, from Michael & Felicia  
     Schaffer 
 

Yizkor Donation 
Congregation Beth David, from Sima Vishnevsky 

Contributions (continued) 

Kiddush Lunch (continued) 
In memory of my father, Samuel Litvin, from Vivian  
     Herman 
In memory of my mother, Pauline Roman, from Susan  
     Ehrlich 
In memory of my cousin, Marcia Oshman, from Joel  
     Schwartz 
In memory of my aunt, Seemah Isaac, from Myrtle  
     Schwartz 
In memory of my step-father, Sidney Shtulman, from  
     Deborah Hoffman 
In memory of my aunt, Harriet Hoffman, from David  
     Hoffman 
In memory of my mother-in-law, Sylvia Schwartz,  
     from Minda Schwartz 
Congregation Beth David, from William & Elizabeth  
     Menkin MD 
 

K'vod Hamet 
Threads of Tradition, in memory of my mother, Alice  
     Flomp, from Rita Schlosser 
Threads of Tradition, in memory of my father, Okley  
     D. Patterson, from Rita Schlosser 
 

March of the Living Fund 
In memory of my father, Leonard Greenberg, from  
     Laurie Himelstein 
In memory of my mother, Arlene Greenberg, from  
     Laurie Himelstein 
 

Milton Itzkowitz Fund for Emigres 
In memory of my grandmother, Helga Tannenbaum,  
     from Leslie Miller 
 

Rabbi Alpert Discretionary Fund 
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, thank you for your help with the  
     funeral & shiva for my wife, from Peter Holan 
In loving memory of my wife, Maya Belogolovsky,  
     from Arkady Belogolovsky 
In memory of my grandmother, Bessie Resnick, from  
     Harvey  Checkman 
In memory of my father, Jack Doppelt, from Phillip  
     Doppelt 
In memory of my mother, Yocheved Shottan, from  
     Shmuel Shottan 
In memory of my father, Nathan Baer, from Maxie  
     Baer 
In memory of my grandfather, Nathan Cadiff, from  
     Susan Rosenzweig 
In memory of Lee's mother, Alice Stone, from Lee &  
     Bonnie Stone 
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Officers  
 President     Bill Beyda    president@beth-david.org 
 Executive VP    Betty Menkin   executivevp@beth-david.org 
 Administration VP    Ron Ruebusch    adminvp@beth-david.org 
 Education VP    Ruth Bareket   educationvp@beth-david.org 
 Finance VP     Andrew Passett    financevp@beth-david.org 
 Membership  VP    David Fishman   membershipvp@beth-david.org 
 Ritual VP     Michael Leitner   ritualvp@beth-david.org 
 Recording Secretary   Madelyn Isaacs   recsecretary@beth-david.org 
 Treasurer     Bob Bankirer   treasurer@beth-david.org 
 Financial Secretary   Alex Drukarev   finsecretary@beth-david.org 

General Board 

 
Immed. Past Pres.   Dan Skilken   
Director at Large  Elizabeth Batson 
Director at Large  Opher Harel 
Director at Large  Bonnie Slavitt  
Director at Large  Alison Ruebusch  
Director at Large  Thelma Ramm 
Director at Large  Nathan Handelsman 
Director at Large  Michael Bierman 

Dir. at Large Youth Chair    Sharon Horovitz 
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair    Lee Hirsch 
Dir. at Large Finance Rep   Bill Halper 
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep Carol Cassell 
Dir. at Large Program Chair   Barbara Green 
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep    Cathy Beyda 
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep    Art Singer 

 

Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________  

Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108 

Billing: (Choose One) 

______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly 

______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________ 

Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333  

   Congregation Beth David  
_____Endowment Fund _____ Kiddush Fund _____ Area of Greatest Need  
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Congregation Beth David 
19700 Prospect Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070-3352 
 
Change service requested 
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Did you know the D’var is available online?  
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.  

Wednesday, January 16  7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
Parlor Meeting Discussion:  
Musical Instruments & Friday Night Services 
Join Rabbi Alpert for a discussion regarding the use of musical 
instruments during Friday night services and brainstorming 
ideas for a variety future Kabbalat Shabbat-Ma’ariv services.  
See page 3 

January 11 – 13 
Scholar-in-Residence 
Welcome Rabbi Daniel Vaisrub  
Daven - Eat - Learn 
Friday, January 11   6:45 - 7:45 p.m. 
Enjoy dinner with Rabbi Vaisrub before his Friday evening lecture. 
Dinner is $21.00 per person. Choose from Chicken or Portobello 
entrees. RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call the office at 
408-257-3333. RSVP closes 1/4 or when event is full. 
See page 10 for all programs 

 

https://www.chaverweb.net/Congregant/SignUp.aspx?key=C23288050705&sid=3548

