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Main Office 
408-257-3333 

info@beth-david.org 
 

 
Rabbis 

Jaymee Alpert 
Senior Rabbi 
408-366-9104  
rabbialpert@beth-david.org 
 
Daniel J. Pressman 
Rabbi Emeritus 
pressman@beth-david.org 

 
 

Staff 
Sarah Hanuka 
Director of Lifelong Learning 
408-366-9116  
hanuka@beth-david.org 
 
Tanya Lorien  
Director of Operations 
408-366-9107  
lorien@beth-david.org 

 
Barbara Biran 
Director of Lifecycle Events and 
Synagogue Ritual  
408-366-9106  
biran@beth-david.org 

 
Monica Hernandez 
Member Account Associate 
408-366-9108 
hernandez@beth-david.org 

 
Jillian Cosgrave 
Front Office Associate 
408-366-9110  
cosgrave@beth-david.org 
 
Lynn Crocker 
Mkt & Comm Associate 
408-366-9102  
crocker@beth-david.org 

 
Youth Education Program 
408-366-9101 
RSadmin@beth-david.org  
 
Jewish Experience for Teens (JET)  
JET@beth-david.org 

Want To See D’var In Full Color?   

 

To stop receiving a hard copy of D’var and receive an email notification 
when the full color, online version is published, email:  

dvar@beth-david.org  

View it online: 
www.beth-david.org/communications/dvar 

 

Installation of  

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

Saturday, November 3, 2018 

   25 Heshvan, 5779 

At Shabbat Services 9:30 am 

See page 6 for details 

mailto:info@beth-david.org
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We are now deep into the month of Heshvan on the Jewish calendar.  This month is often overlooked, because it 
does not contain any holidays.  In fact, its nickname is Marheshvan, or bitter Heshvan.  I have never thought of 
Heshvan as a bitter or sad month, rather I have always approached the second month of the Jewish year as a time 
to “settle in.”  
 
Heshvan provides us with an opportunity to regroup after the rush of holidays in Tishrei.  We settle into our 
routines and find rhythm in the pace of our weeks.  We now have time do the things we said we would do “after 
the holidays.”  After so much introspection during the High Holy Day season, when we set goals for ourselves and 
contemplated what we will strive for in the new year ahead, we now have the opportunity to revisit those goals 
and to begin take action and to make real changes in our lives.   

 
Masekhet Shabbat 151a in the Babylonian 
Talmud says, “Act while you can; while you have 
the chance, the means, and the strength.”  In other 
words, don’t put off until tomorrow what you can 
do today.  Heshvan gives us four weeks 
punctuated only by Shabbat.  Hopefully, having 
this time gives us the chance to act while we can. 
 
The month of Heshvan also allows us the 
opportunity to find beauty in everyday life.   
As human beings, we tend to focus on big events – milestones, family celebrations, 
holiday meals with loved ones, but most of life is lived in the “every day.”  Heshvan 
reminds us that blessings can be found in small moments, if we are mindful of them.  

Without holidays to distract us, we can focus on noticing what exists around us every day, and we can use this 
time to offer gratitude for what we find.    
 
There are still a few days left in the month of Heshvan.  Before we begin the next Jewish month of Kislev, when 
we will plan for and celebrate Hanukkah, let us use the rest of this month to begin to act on the goals we set for 
ourselves during the High Holy Days, and to be mindful of the gifts we have in our lives.  
 
I wish you a very happy Heshvan.  May it be filled with blessings that make everyday life meaningful and 
beautiful.  

 
 
 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 
 

FROM Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

Heshvan reminds us that 
blessings can be found in small 
moments, if we are mindful of 
them.  Without holidays to distract 
us, we can focus on noticing what 
exists around us every day, and 
we can use this time to offer 
gratitude for what we find.    

 

Please share our joy as our daughter  
Carmel is called to  

the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.  
 

Saturday, November 24, 2018  
 

We invite you to join us for Kiddush  
lunch following the service.  

 

 Rivka Shenhav & Renata Zaliznyak 
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Asking the Tough Questions: 
A Conversation Between 

Rabbi Janet Marder and A Senior Israeli General 
Featuring 

Brig. Gen. (Res.) Nitzan Nuriel 
Former Director of Israel's Counter-Terrorism Bureau 

 
Tuesday, November 13th, 2018 

7:00 p.m. Check-In 
7:30 p.m. Program 

Congregation Beth Am 
26790 Arastradero Rd, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 

 
This program is co-sponsored by AIPAC and Congregation Beth Am together 

with Congregation Shir Hadash, Congregation Beth David, Congregation Sinai, 

Congregation Kol Emeth, Congregation Emek Beracha, Congregation Beth Jacob, Peninsula 

Sinai Congregation, Peninsula Temple Beth El, and Peninsula Temple Sholom 

 
Event is free but, RSVP is required to attend event. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8vxagz8  
 

Brigadier General (Res.) Nitzan Nuriel is a research fellow at the International 

Institute for Counter-Terrorism at IDC Herzliya and Former Director of Israel's Counter-

Terrorism Bureau. He previously served in the IDF as a commander in the West Bank, 

deputy commander of the Gaza Strip division and in a key role within the Northern 

Command responsible for Israel’s borders with Syria and Lebanon.  In 2015, General Nuriel 

was awarded the Legion of Merit for his work as a liaison between the IDF and US forces.  In 

that capacity he was responsible for building the cooperative counter-terrorism partnership 

between the Israel and the U.S.. General Nuriel’s recent writings have focused on the Golan 

Heights border security challenge from both a humanitarian and practical perspective. 

 

Roman Adar and Dalia Neshmit-Adar 

Dorothy Heller 

Eric and Larisa Gorsky 

Michael Liebman and Susan Liu (Amy and Mark) 

Rabbi Laurie and Aviv Matzkin (Hadar and Shalev)  
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President’s perspective 

By Bill Beyda 

As November approaches each year, our Congregation prepares for its December annual meeting, where we 
come together to review our progress and vote on important topics and the new Board of Directors. This year 
we have several items before the Congregation to be voted on. In addition to the normal vote for the Board of 
Directors, we have several special topics: security, permitting email notifications for those that prefer that, and 
some questions regarding Rabbinic contracts. To prepare for the December 9th Annual Meeting and better 
inform our Congregation, we are holding additional informational meetings, both with Q&A sessions: a 
November 11th Security Meeting and a December 2nd Bylaws Amendment Informational Meeting. 
 

Security question and meetings 

The security topic is complex and nuanced, and hopefully you have been following the excellent series of 
articles drafted by the security committee in the last few Dvars. Please refer to this month’s Security article in 
this issue for an explanation about the November 11 Security Meeting at 10am as well as the security 
question being voted on at the Annual Meeting on December 9th at 10am. I hope we see you at both meetings, 
so we can have the most informed vote possible at the annual meeting. 

 

Bylaws changes and Contracts 

The Board is submitting to the Congregation some Bylaws amendments that are 
summarized below. These will be discussed and voted on at the Annual Meeting on 
December 9th at 10am. Our Parlimentarian, Michael Leitner, will hold a Bylaws 
Amendment Informational Meeting on December 2 at 10am if you would like to 
learn more or have questions in advance of the Annual Meeting on December 9th at 
10am.  
 

Email notification 
The email notification topic is technical, but very important. Our current bylaws 
stipulate that many notices be sent via regular mail.  Many organizations have adopted 
electronic delivery (e.g., email) as an acceptable method of notice, and limited 
provision was included for some electronic notices in our current bylaws.  If adopted, 
the proposed amendment would allow members to elect electronic notice in lieu of 

notice by regular mail for all meetings.  However, some notice provisions, such as revocation of membership 
privileges, will still be delivered by regular mail. Also note that the default for official notice will still be 
regular mail, unless the member requests electronic notification. So nobody will be forced to receive email 
instead of U.S. mail notifications, it’s something they need to choose.   
 

Rabbinic contracts – By-law change 
During our search for our new Rabbi, both the Search Committee and the Pulpit Committee came to learn that 
three year contracts have become the recommended minimum duration as a first contract for new clergy in a 
Congregation. In contrast, our Bylaws allow only a 2-year first contract.  Also, our current limit of 6 years on 
subsequent contracts causes issues related to the timing of sabbaticals, which are traditionally given every 7 
years.  These amendments do not require that the longer term contracts be given, but allow the Congregation 
the flexibility to do so.  The Congregation needs the flexibility to do what is best for itself and its Rabbi. To 
provide for this flexibility, a motion will be presented to the Congregation to amend the bylaws to allow for a 
maximum 3 year initial contract and maximum 7 year subsequent contracts for clergy.  
 

Rabbinic contract with Rabbi Alpert 
We were only able to contract with Rabbi Alpert for 2-years due to our current Bylaws restrictions. Our Bylaws 
require a decision be made about her renewal 9 months before contract completion. This means that in less than 
11 months from the Annual Meeting, and only days after Simchat Torah 2019, both the Congregation and 
Rabbi Alpert would need to decide if we want to renew her contract and enter into a long term arrangement. 
The Board of Directors recommends that we extend Rabbi Alpert’s current contract by one year, so the 
Congregation and Rabbi Alpert will both have had 2 full years together before reaching the next contract 
renewal discussions. Therefore, a motion will be presented to the Congregation to approve a one year extension 
of our current contract with Rabbi Jaymee Alpert. This motion would extend the current two year agreement to 
a three year agreement ending July 31, 2021. 
Continued on page 6 
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Final thoughts (Continued from page 5) 

The security topic can evoke strong feelings and everyone is entitled to their own opinion, but I believe the 
security committee has done a good job of balancing the factors involved and presenting a reasonable alternative 
for the Congregation to consider. I hope you will read the security article in this issue and come to the Security 
Meeting on November 11th at 10:00 a.m. to learn more.  
 

Passing the email notification motion would help us operate like a modern organization, and seem relevant to the 
younger members we want to attract. They find the fact that our Bylaws insists they receive postal mail notices, 
even when they ask us not to, to be puzzling at best. 
 

Finally, nothing is more important to making a synagogue successful than attracting and retaining talented clergy.  
Increasing our flexibility in contract length in our Bylaws will set us up for long-term success. As contracts come 
up in the future, we will have the flexibility to do what’s right for our Congregation at those times. Increasing 
Rabbi Alpert’s contract for an additional year now will allow our Congregation the time it needs to work together 
to setup our long-term clergy plan. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing you at the November 11th Security Meeting, the December 2nd Bylaws 
Amendment Informational Meeting, and the December 9th Annual Meeting! 

 
 
 
 

Bill Beyda 
President, Congregation Beth David  
 

President’s perspective 

By Bill Beyda 

 

The pleasure of your 

company is requested as 

Congregation Beth David 

celebrates the installation 

of  Rabbi Jaymee Alpert. The 

ceremony will take place in 

the Sanctuary during 

Shabbat services. 

A special Kiddush lunch 

follows.  

Lunch is free, but please RSVP by Monday, October 29th.  

RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp  

or call the office at 408-257-3333. 

. 

   Saturday, 

   November 3, 2018 

   25 Heshvan, 5779 

9:30 a.m. 
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Security Committee UPDATE 

We have two upcoming Congregational meetings where security will be discussed,  
and we wanted to explain the difference between the two meetings.  

 

 
November 11th Special Security Meeting 
 

On November 11th from 10:00 a.m. to noon, we will be having a security symposium in the sanctuary with 
three expert guests.  The purpose of the symposium is to provide our membership with information followed 
by an extensive question and answer period.  The three expert presentations will each be about 12 minutes in 
length to be followed by approximately an hour and a half in which you are encouraged to ask questions 
about any synagogue-related security topic on your mind.  During the meeting, attendees should be able to 
gather the information they will need to feel knowledgeable with respect to the security question that will be 
voted on at our Annual Meeting on December 9th at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Our guest speakers are: 
Captain Ricardo Urena, head of the nearby Santa Clara County Sheriff’s office 
Seth Brysk, the Regional Director of the ADL 
A Special Agent with the FBI’s Hate Crime Unit 
 

All three speakers have been asked to share best security practices for religious institutions, recognizing the 
need to be open and welcoming on the one hand, and safe and secure on the other.  They will also be sharing 
non-classified information about hate groups and hate crime occurrences/trends within a radius of 100 miles 
from us.  They will not be telling us specifically what we should do.  That is up to us to decide, and you will 
have time to think about what you hear at this meeting and bring those thoughts and ideas to the annual 
meeting on December 9th.   
 

December 9th Annual Meeting  – Security Topic 
 

Security will be one of the topics discussed at the Annual Meeting so that  the Board can understand the 
Congregation’s security preferences. If you have come to the November 11th meeting you will already know 
about the “outside world”, expert opinions about risks we face, and have a good context in which to consider 
Congregation Beth David’s situation. 
 

After receiving feedback from past Dvar articles, the Board has decided to simplify things and boil it down 
to one security question to be voted on, though there will be time to discuss various ways it could be 
implemented. The basic question for the vote: Do we maintain the status quo or always lock our door?  
 

As currently proposed, whenever the door is locked and there is a scheduled public program or service, we 
will provide a way for members who don’t want to use their card key (for halachic reasons on Shabbat, for 
example) to enter the building. Depending on the number of people expected, we would use either trained 
guards or existing staff to assist with the door for various events. Rather than force the Congregation to 
choose every detail of how we implement this policy in the meeting, we would expect to pilot different 
solutions over the next year until we find what works for our Congregation and collect your feedback along 
the way. For example, we already use a friendly, welcoming, trained guard on the High Holidays. We could 
add similar guards for Shabbat morning and Religious School hours, both of which draw a larger number of 
people into our building. As another example, a weeknight minyan, where we typically have a smaller group 
and it’s not a holiday, we might rely on building maintenance staff or a doorbell to gain assistance entering 
if you have forgotten your key card.  
 

We will have to experiment with different approaches until we find the right blend of welcoming and secure 
behavior that works for our community. No Jewish person will be expected to use a card key during a time 
when it might pose a halachic problem for them. Please note that already today, our door is locked when 
there are no public events scheduled and use of a card key or a door bell for entry has been required for the 
last two years. 
 

So after the Board hears from the Congregation, it will work with the security committee and staff to 
implement any changes needed. We hope you can attend both meetings! 
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Postal Service and Israel Post to  

Jointly Dedicate Hanukkah Stamps 
 

The U.S. Postal Service will be issuing a new Hanukkah Forever stamp to celebrate the 
Jewish holiday. The stamp will be dedicated in conjunction with a new stamp being 

issued by Israel Post on Tuesday, October 16th at 11:00 a.m., EDT/8:00 a.m. PDT at the  
Touro Synagogue in Newport, RI.  
 

Followers of the U.S. Postal Service’s Facebook page can view 

the ceremony live at facebook.com/USPS. News about the 
stamp is being shared with the hashtag  #HanukkahStamps.  
 

The new Hanukkah stamp artwork features a menorah created 

using the techniques of the traditional Jewish folk art of 
papercutting. Artist Tamar Fishman made a pencil sketch of 

the design and then with a fine blade, cut the two-dimensional 

image on white paper. She chose blue-purple and green papers 
for the background to highlight the central design. Behind the 

menorah is a shape reminiscent of an ancient oil jug that 
represents the heart of Hanukkah. Additional design elements 
include dreidels — spinning tops used to play a children’s game 

during the holiday — and a pomegranate plant with fruit and 
flowers.  
 

Tamar Fishman’s 3-tiered glass frieze, “Jerusalem, Hills surround her”   
is in our main sanctuary 

http://www.facebook.com/USPS
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From the VP of membership 

By David fishman 

We can become many when we are more than one 
 

One of my favorite jokes from my erstwhile day job as a marketing guy is that there are 2 kinds of people: those 
who think there are two kinds of people, and those who don’t.     In the last few thousand years of Jewish 
Peoplehood, we have drawn bright boundaries between sacred and profane. We've focused on worship of one 
God, the distinction between Shabbat and the rest of the week, or even when we can and cannot eat bread. 
We're big on exclusiveness.  

At the same time, growth for our community will come from people who are *NOT* members. 

If that seems like a paradox, it is. The strengths of our community are readily accessible to those of us who are 
already members. I love that I can sit almost anywhere in our sanctuary and find myself behind a chair 
dedicated to someone I know. In a world where change is the only constant, I know many of you, like me, gain 
much from the depth of commitment which CBD has built and sustained.  

At the same time, we can't limit this to ourselves. There's a risk in the nomenclature of “membership” because it 
implies exclusion. At best, it's a lumpy set of simplistic ideas: involved versus uninvolved, or committed versus 
uncommitted. These categories say very little about how we can make our community more welcoming. 
“More” or “less” Jewish makes the mistake of measuring the worth of someone’s Jewishness only based on 
how well they “fit in” with what the rest of the community is doing. It denigrates difference, suggesting that 
those who are unlike us are in some ways less worthy.  

Rather than dividing us between “inside” and “outside”, our challenge is in finding ways to make CBD 
welcoming specifically to people who are different from us. Unlike most of us, they haven't been here for 
decades, they don't have our experiences, and we haven't gotten to know them.  

I propose that we borrow a term from Hillel: let’s think of participants in our community as “Empowerment 
Jews” and “Engagement Jews”. These are not meant to be exclusive categories, but rather more of a spectrum; 
it’s a way of thinking about how we can broaden the boundaries of inclusion.  

Who are “Empowerment Jews”? If you are at CBD regularly and see people you’ve known for many years, this 
is you. Empowerment Jews have strong Jewish resumes, are active in community, look to Jewish Community 
as a way to more richly express their Judaism.  

Engagement Jews are those who have yet to be fully engaged in Jewish life, and who need an opening where 
they can reach out and gain some entry points into all that Judaism has to offer them. What’s more, they tend to 
work, live, and socialize with more people from different backgrounds, with social networks less tightly 
concentrated on institutional Jewish life. And they tend to be a little more transactional in their needs, such as 
attending synagogue only at High Holy Days.  

It is a big mistake to pre-judge the value of Engagement Jews as “less” Jewish than Empowerment Jews. Both 
are people who feel deeply Jewish. But since Engagement Jews tend to have shorter Jewish resumes, they often 
fret that their Jewish knowledge isn’t deep enough to ever feel comfortable or authentic in formal Jewish 
settings.  

That’s a real fear, and we have to respect it.  So what if their Jewish knowledge is a little less? I suspect every 
one of us is imperfect. You can make a guest feel safe by admitting that you don't know everything either.  

In the greater SF Bay area, unaffiliated Jews outnumber the affiliated 2:1. If we want them to become members, 
every one of us needs to find a way to make non-members feel that we are glad they are here, that we want 
them to be comfortable.  Don't settle for the complacency of assuming that everyone who might join our 
community will be exactly like you.  

 

I’ve gathered these thoughts from Rabbi Mike Uram’s compelling new book,  Next Generation Judaism: How 
College Students and Hillel Can Help Reinvent Jewish Organizations. Learn more at http://bit.ly/CBD-
NextGenJudaism . I invite you to get a copy and share your thoughts. 

http://bit.ly/CBD-NextGenJudaism
http://bit.ly/CBD-NextGenJudaism
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JCC Gala To Honor Community Matriarchs 
 

The Addison-Penzak JCC will honor three distinguished women who 

have been instrumental in building up and maintaining the South 

Bay’s Jewish community at its 2018 gala. Honorees are Doris Davis 

and CBD members Cookie Addison and Sylvia Metz. 
 

This special evening includes dinner, dancing & auction in support of 

the programs and services of the JCC. 
 

 

Purchase  tickets at: apjcc.org/gala 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact Diana Schnabel-Arevalo 

at diana@apjcc.org or 408.357.7402. 

6:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

The Gala Chair is Virginia Hess, who commented,  

“These three wonderful women are the definition of  

‘Community’ and ‘Caring’ and I am privileged to be a part  

of this well-deserved thank you!” 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-night-of-gratitude-apjcc-annual-gala-tickets-50497645818?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
http://apjcc.org/gala
mailto:diana@apjcc.org
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Shabbat Hike 

With Rabbi Alpert 

Saturday, November 17  

9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

(This is in addition to regular 

Shabbat morning services at CBD.) 
 

Get into nature and leave the 

stresses of the week behind. 

Join Rabbi Alpert for a Shabbat 

hike full of prayer, mindfulness 

and exercise.  
 

The group will be meeting at Rancho San Antonio, 22500 Cristo Rey Dr, Cupertino. Please 

RSVP so that we know to expect you. You can RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/rsvp or 

call the office at 408-257-3333.  Those who RSVP will receive an email identifying the 

specific meeting location as the date approaches.  Be sure to wear comfortable clothes and 

sturdy walking shoes. Don’t forget to bring water, a hat and sunscreen!  

Congregation Beth David  
congratulates our beloved members  

Cookie Addison  

&  

Sylvia Metz  
 

on their lifetime of dedication to the  

Jewish community. 
 

The JCC is honoring these two women, along with Doris 

Davis, at their annual Gala on November 10th 

 

See Gala information on facing page. 
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Balk Family Memorial  
Camp Scholarship 

 

We are now accepting nominations for summer 2019 resident camp scholarships funded by the 
Balk Family Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund. 

This fund perpetuates the memory and ideals of Beth David members Sheldon and Melvina Balk 
and their sons, Richard and David Balk.  We seek to capture and light the spirit of Judaism in 
our youth, especially those who may seem 
apathetic about Jewish activities. 

Please note these are not merit-based 
scholarships.  We offer substantial aid, not 
based on academic results or activities, but, 
rather, to awaken a student’s Jewish 
identity.  We give preference to Beth David 
first time campers.  The amount we disburse 
depends upon donations to the Fund and 
current interest, but this summer, aided by 
our scholarships, two Beth David students 
attended Camp Ramah camps.  

Please call Chuck Taubman at 408-257-3251 
for additional information and to learn how 
to submit a nomination (the due date is 
January 18, 2019). 

The Susan Stein Gavens Israel Travel Scholarship Fund 
In Memory of Susan Gavens z”l 

Adapted from Talk by Mark Levitt Federation Annual Meeting July 2018 
 

In July of this year, the Susan Stein Gavens Israel Travel Scholarship Fund was created in Susan’s 
memory by her loving family and friends.  Susan was a tireless advocate for our youth, not only 
here at Congregation Beth David, but 
for the entire South Bay, traveling 
countless times with them on the 
March of Living and supporting even 
more programs locally that 
connected our teens to Israel and 
the Jewish experience.   
 

Susan had a special ability to connect 
with young people. She was always 
available to lend a listening ear, a 
strong shoulder and the 
encouragement they needed to 
pursue their dreams. This fund will 
go to support those Israel travel dreams for young people between the ages of 13 and 30.  
 

Please keep this fund in mind and consider making a donation to the fund to honor Susan’s 
memory, or at any time in the future to honor a trip you or a family member has made to Israel or 
for any other reason - so more of the community can experience what Susan and so many of us 
have while in Eretz Yisrael. 
 

Thank you to the Gavens Family for their initial contribution and all those involved for this 
meaningful way to honor Susan’s legacy with the Susan Stein Gavens Israel Travel Scholarship 
Fund.  To donate to the fund, please visit the donation page at the Jewish Federation of Silicon 
Valley: https://giving.jvalley.org/tributes - be sure to write in the comments section to direct the 
donation to the Susan Stein Gavens Israel Travel Scholarship Fund. 

https://giving.jvalley.org/tributes
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It’s not too late to enroll your college-aged child or grandchild in CBD Holiday Connect  - CBD 
Women’s holiday care package program. We will send at least three holiday packages to enrolled 
young adults ages 18-25’ish who are in college at home or away, as well as those just starting out 
on their own. We want to let our young adults know that, although they may be out of sight, they 
are never far from our hearts. 
 

Enrollment in the program is required.  Complete the form below and mail it to CBD attn.: 
Holiday Connect or drop it by the CBD office. You can also scan the form and email it to 
CBD.HolidayConnect@beth-david.org or download the online fillable form at www.beth-david.org/
holiday-connect . A voluntary contribution of $48 is requested to offset the cost of the program (the 
estimated cost per young adult is $75 for the year).  Of course, you may increase your contribution 
to help cover additional costs.  Contributions can be made via check (made out to CBD 
Sisterhood) or billed to your CBD account.  

mailto:CBD.Holidayconnect@beth-david.org
http://www.beth-david.org/holiday-connect
http://www.beth-david.org/holiday-connect
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Hanukkah Party with Israeli America Council  

Friday, December 7, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
 

The Israeli American Council (IAC) families will join with CBD for a special Hanukkah 
celebration for families with children ages 0 -7. $20.00 per family  

 

Enjoy a festive drum circle and blessings with Rabbi Alpert. Pot luck dinner.  
 

RSVP online at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call the office at 408-257-3333.   
 

 

Thank you to Vardy of 
Vardy’s Jewelers for 
repairing the keter Torah 
(crown of the Torah) that sits 
on our main scroll at no 
charge!  
 

Vardy and the entire staff 
have always been very 
supportive of Congregation Beth David as well as the 
Jewish community as a whole.  
 

Should you have any fine jewelry needs, please consider 
Vardy’s! www.vardys.com 
 

Shop Vardy’s and help support CBD 

Vardy’s will give CBD 3% of all purchases made by our 
members! Don’t forget to tell them that you are from CBD 
so that we receive credit. 

Thank You to Everyone Who 

Donated to Project Isaiah 
 

A total of 3,152 
pounds of food and 

$593.00 was 
collected.  
 

These donations will be 
used to feed low-

income people in our 
local neighborhoods.  
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CBD.Hazak@beth-david.org 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

    

4           26th of Cheshvan 
9:00am Torah Trope  
9:00am Men’s Club Meeting  
9:30am Minyan  
9:30am JCORE  
9:30am JET Program  
9:45am Yoga for the Soul  

5            27th of Cheshvan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

6           28th of Cheshvan 
11:00am Modern Hebrew - 
     Intermediate  
 
 
3:00pm Yiddish  
     Conversation Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

7             29th of Cheshvan 
11:30am CBD Women Movie  
     and Discussion Group  
4:00pm JEWEL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

11                3rd of Kislev 
9:30am Minyan  
10:00am Security  
     Information Meeting / 
     Q&A  
 
 
7:00pm Hazak Presents - An  
     Evening with Rabbi  
     Jaymee Alpert  

12                 4th of Kislev 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

13                5th of Kislev 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
     Intermediate  
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:00pm A Conversation with 
   a Senior Israeli General  
   (offsite)  

14                   6th of Kislev 
2:00pm Programming  
     Committee Meeting  
 
 
 
4:00pm JEWEL  
 
7:00pm Minyan 

18              10th of Kislev 
9:00am Torah Trope  
9:30am Minyan  
9:30am JCORE  
9:30am JET Program  
3:00pm Cards for a Cause  
 
6:00pm Bowling with the  
     Boys 

19               11th of Kislev 
10:00am Intermediate 
     Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan  

20               12th of Kislev 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
     Intermediate  
 
3:00pm Yiddish 
Conversation Group  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

21                13th of Kislev 
BREAK - NO SCHOOL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

25               17th of Kislev 
BREAK - NO SCHOOL  
9:30am Minyan  

26                18th of Kislev 
10:00am Intermediate  
     Hebrew  
11:45am Beginning Hebrew  
2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  
     for FSU Émigrés (offsite)  
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

27               19th of Kislev 
11:00am Modern Hebrew -  
     Intermediate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm MINYAN  
7:00pm Intro to Judaism  

28                20th of Kislev 
 
 
 
4:00pm JEWEL  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:30pm Board Meeting  

November 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458427&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458428&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458429&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458430&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458434&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458435&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458436&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458437&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458441&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458442&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458443&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458444&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458448&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458449&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458450&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458451&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 

 

 
 

Security Information 
Meeting / Q&A  

Sunday, November 11 
10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

 
 

Shabbat Morning Hike 
with Rabbi Alpert  

Saturday, November 17 
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

 
 

The Bible, on Location  
Thursday November 29 

7:30 - 9:00 p.m.  
 
 

53rd Annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service  
Thursday, November 22 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Informational Meeting  
on Bylaws Amendment 

Sunday, December 2 
 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Annual Meeting   
Sunday, December 9 

10:00 - Noon 

1            23rd of Cheshvan 
11:00am Modern History of  
    Israel  
1:00pm  Modern Hebrew -  
     Beginner  
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

2          24th of Cheshvan 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
5:50pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm Services  
6:30pm Modern History of  
    an Ancient City:  
    Jerusalem from the 20th -  
    21st Centuries  

3            25th of Cheshvan 
9:30am Services/Installation  
     Rabbi Jaymee Alpert  
10:30am Mindfulness and  
   Meditation Through the  
    Hasidic Lens  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Israel Today  

8            30th of Cheshvan 
Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
11:00am Modern History of 
    Israel  
11:00am Ladies Who Lunch  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
    Beginner  
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:30pm High Holy Day  
    Committee Meeting  

9                   1st of Kislev 
Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
10:00am Friday Talmud  
    Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
 
 
4:44pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm Services  

10                  2nd of Kislev 
9:00am Torah Trope  
9:30am JCORE Shabbat  
    School  
9:30am Services  
10:00am Stretching into  
     Shabbat  
10:30am An Exploration of  
     Shabbat Prayer & Study  
     for Russian Speakers  
11:15am Tot Shabbat  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Jewish Book  
    Discussion Group  
6:00pm A Night Of Gratitude  
    at the JCC 

15                   7th of Kislev 
11:00am Modern History of  
    Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew –  
    Beginner 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:00pm Dames who Dine  

16                 8th of Kislev 
10:00am Talmud Study 
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
 
4:38pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm Services  

17                   9th of Kislev 
9:30am Shabbat Hike  
9:30am Services  
10:30am Haverim  
10:30am Youth Congregation  
12:00pm Kiddush 
1:30pm Menschlichkeit 101  
 

22                14th of Kislev 
Thanksgiving 
10:00am Interfaith  
     Thanksgiving Service 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 

23               15th of Kislev 
 
 
 
 
4:35pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm Services  

24                 16th of Kislev 
9:30am Services/Carmel 
Shenhav Bat Mitzvah 
10:15am Approachable Torah 
11:15am Tot Shabbat  
12:00pm Kiddush 

29                 21st of Kislev 
11:00am Modern History of  
    Israel  
1:00pm Modern Hebrew -  
    Beginner  
 
 
7:00pm Minyan 
7:30pm The Bible on  
    Location  

30               22nd of Kislev 
10:00am Talmud Study  
11:15am Jewish Ethics  
 
 
 
 
 
4:32pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm Services 

 

 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458424&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458425&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458426&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458431&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458432&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458433&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458438&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458439&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458440&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458445&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458446&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458447&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458452&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2458453&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=1&show_resources=1&calendar_id=29
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 CBD Women Want to Hear from You 
 

About forty women attended CBD Women’s October 11 
General Business Meeting and Dessert Social. We hope you 
found the meeting informative and that you had fun spending 
time with old friends and making new ones.   

At the meeting, we discussed our upcoming programming and 
asked attendees what types of activities would be of interest to 
them. If you were not able to attend the meeting, it is not too 
late to get involved or to provide input. We are particularly 

interested in learning what type of programming would be of interest to religious school 
mothers and other young women who have not yet participated in our activities.   
Below is a brief recap of the items we discussed at the meeting. 
 

What is “CBD Women”? CBD Women is Beth David’s women’s group, previously called sisterhood.   Our 
mission is to bring women together to serve and benefit our Congregation, support our community, and 
enrich our lives through personal and spiritual growth and friendship.  We are an interesting and fun-loving 
group, encompassing women of different ages, experiences and backgrounds.  Thank you to Rabbi 
Alexander for her vision in revitalizing the group two years ago. 
 

Programming.  At the meeting, we discussed a variety of programs that are currently offered by CBD 
Women. Ongoing programs include Ladies Who Lunch, Dames Who Dine, our monthly movie and 
discussion group, and Women Who Walk (both morning and evening groups).  Our Annual events include 
Women’s Shabbat, a mah jongg tournament, the silent auction at the Purim Carnival and a flea market.  In 
addition to these programs, we are holding a Cards for a Cause event on November 18, during which we will 
make gift cards for families at the Ronald McDonald House and ourselves.  We also are in the initial stages 
of planning an event featuring some of CBD’s female rabbis who will offer the Jewish perspective on some 
important issues relating to health and well-being.  As in past years, we likely will hold some cooking classes 
with Ziva Fishman, of Olives for Lunch, in 2019.  We always are looking for new ideas and activities.  
 

Women’s League. CBD Women is affiliated with Women’s League of Conservative Judaism, an 
international organization that provides resources and support to local synagogue women’s groups. During 
the October 11 meeting, Wendy Glasser provided some background on Women’s League and emphasized 
the importance of participating in the organization.  Wendy explained that Women’s League is committed to 
helping Jewish Women lead strong and meaningful lives.  It offers a vast array of educational programs and 
leadership training, and also provides scholarships for students at several seminaries.  Importantly, 
Women’s League serves as the voice of Conservative Jewish women, representing its membership before 
Congress and a wide array of national and international organizations. 
 

Dues.  We consider every adult female at Beth David to be a part of CBD Women.  There are no dues for 
joining.  That being said, many women choose to make a voluntary $21 donation each year.  Women’s 
League does charge annual dues ($15) and we collect those dues annually starting in September from 
women who choose to participate.  If you are interested in joining Women’s League or contributing to CBD 
Women, please send a check payable to CBD Sisterhood (that is still the name on our bank account) to the 
Beth David office.  Both payments can be made using one check for $36.  We will pay the first year’s 
Women’s League dues for any woman who is a new member of Beth David.  
 

We Want to Hear from You. At the October 11 meeting, we distributed a questionnaire asking attendees to 
identify their interests, as well as talents or expertise that they would like to share with the group.  Volunteer 
opportunities were also listed. If you were not at the event, you can access that questionnaire at  
www.beth-david.org/cbd-women-survey 
 

We would appreciate hearing from you.  Please submit your completed questionnaires to  
cbd.women@beth-david.org.  Alternatively, you can put your ideas directly in an e-mail and send it to the 
same e-mail address or you can send the completed questionnaire to the CBD office.  
Without you, we are one woman short.  Please join us. 

mailto:cbd.women@beth-david.org
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These are great opportunities for women of all ages to 
get to know new friends or catch up with old ones.  

Matinee Movie & Lunch Discussion Group  
Wednesday, November 7, 11:30 a.m.  – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Ladies Who Lunch  
Thursday, November 8, 11:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m.  
 

Dames Who Dine  
Thursday, November 15, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

 
These are great opportunities to get to know 
new Beth David women or to catch up with old 
friends.in a social setting of your choice. Email 
cbd.women@beth-david.org for locations.  

Creative Social Action 
Cards for a Cause 
Sunday, November 18 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
Congregant sisters Debby 
Hoffman and Miriam Permut will 
lead us in an afternoon of fun as 
we make beautiful greeting cards 
for ourselves and families at the 
Ronald McDonald House in 
Stanford. Cost is $10.00 per 
person. RSVP online at 
www.beth-david.org/RSVP or 
call the office at 408-257-3333.   

Winter Coat Drive  

The Gift of Warmth 
   Starts Sunday, November 4th  

through Wednesday. December 5th 
 

Donations of new of gently used warm 
clothing such as coats, sweaters 

scarves, hats, socks for children and 
adults are appreciated.  
 

Donations can be placed in the bins at 
the Levy Family Campus or in the 

entry way of CBD. 
 

Warm clothing is essential in the cold months. Even a  

2 degree drop in body temperature results in reduced heart 
rate and loss of coordination.  
 

Questions:  email Dorothy Dorsay,  

44.coats@beth-david.org  

Donations of “Hotel Size” 
Toiletries Needed 

 

CBD Teens are 
collecting “hotel size” 
shampoo/conditions, 
soap, shaving cream 
and other toiletries for 
the homeless. Please 
email Bonnie Slavitt at 
atlarge3@beth-david.org for information 
about where and when to drop off 
donations. 

Do you enjoy walking?  
We have groups for you, too  
Interested in weekly morning 
walks?  Email Wendy Glasser at 
cbd.amwalk@beth-david.org  
 
Are evening walks more your 
style? Email Cathy at 
cbd.evewalk@beth-david.org 

mailto:44.coats@beth-david.org
mailto:cbd.amwalk@beth-david
mailto:cbd.evewalk@beth-david.org


 21 

 



 22 

 

See calendar for dates www.beth-david.org/adult-learning 

Mindfulness and Meditation Through the Hasidic Lens  - 1st Shabbat  
10:30 a.m.                   
Using Hassidic Torah text and stories, this class enables participants 
to find personal meaning in Jewish prayer and discover that current 
spiritual tools are rooted in the traditional Jewish experience.  
Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia 
 

An Exploration of Shabbat Prayer & Study - 2nd Shabbat  
10:30 a.m.                               
For Russian speakers. Led by Rabbi Ilana Baird, in Russian 
 

Stretching into Shabbat - 2nd Shabbat  
10:00 a.m.                                     
Makom Yoga provides a refreshing mix of Jewish learning (with 
themes flowing from the weekly parsha, upcoming holidays, and 
beyond) with guided meditation, breath work and asana 
practice. Suitable for all levels. Led by Rabbi Laurie Matzkin 
  

Approachable Torah - 4th Shabbat 
10:15 a.m.    NEW TIME         
A lively conversation about the Torah portion. Participants connect 
Torah lessons to their own experiences and create drashot - 
messages of meaning for everyday life. Led by Rabbi Allan 
Berkowitz 

 

 

 

 

     Saturday, November 10 

      After lunch, approximately 1:00 p.m.  
 

Sons and Soldiers: The Untold Story of  the Jews Who 

Escaped the Nazis and Returned with the U.S. Army  to 

Fight  Hitler by Bruce Henderson, led by Steve Levin  
 

Sons and Soldiers begins during the menacing rise of Hitler’s 

Nazi party, as Jewish families were trying des-perately to get 
out of Europe. Bestselling author Bruce Henderson captures the 
heartbreaking stories of parents choosing to send their young 

sons away to uncertain futures in America, perhaps never to see 
them again. As these boys became young men, they were 

determined to join the fight in Europe.  Henderson describes 
how they were recruited into the U.S. Army and how their 

unique mastery of the German language and psychology was 
put to use to interrogate German prisoners of war.  
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Shabbat Evening 

Modern History of an Ancient City  
Jerusalem from the 20th through 21st 
Centuries 
Friday, November 2 

6:30 - 9:30 p.m.  

We invite you for services followed by an 

informative discussion with our special speaker, 

Amit Grinfeld. Oneg follows.  

 

The Bible on Location 
Thursday, November 29 
7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
Julie Baretz is an Israeli tour guide and author of The 
Bible on Location, a guidebook to Biblical sites. Her 
narratives draw on history, archaeology, academic 
scholarship, and rabbinic literature.  
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Thursdays, 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
 
Sarah Hanuka 
will be 
continuing the 
second year of 
the discussion 
of history and 
politics and 
media of our 
homeland Israel.  Newcomers 
welcome!  

 

Taught by certified Yoga instructor 
John Nadler. In addition to a 
challenging workout, John shows 
how yoga shifts your life's balance 
toward a more centered position, 
balancing the body, the mind and 
the spirit.   
 

          Select Sundays 
               9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 
 

 

For Teens and Adults  

November 4 
December 16 
January 6 
January 27 

March 31 

April 28 

Hebrew Marathon 
Sundays, December 2 & 9  
12:45 – 4:30 p.m. 
Please join us for a 
beginner’s adult Hebrew 
decoding marathon. You 
will learn techniques 
necessary for reading 
prayers, as well as 
receive tools to begin 
your study for an adult 
bar or bat mitzvah. No 
knowledge of the Hebrew 
alphabet is required. See 
page 26 for more information. Taught by Sarah 
Hanuka 
 

Modern Hebrew - Beginner 
Thursdays, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  
Join us for your first year of modern Hebrew 
lessons. Learn vocabulary, grammar and day-to-day 
use of words. Free. Taught by Sarah Hanuka  
 

Modern Hebrew - Intermediate  
Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Join us for your continuing education in modern 
Hebrew. Learn vocabulary, grammar and day-to-day 
use of words. Free. Taught by Sarah Hanuka  
 

Please email Sarah Hanuka about these 
classes: hanuka@beth-david.org 

Beginning Hebrew 
Mondays, 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
In this class, you will acquire basic Hebrew language 
skills, master basic grammar rules, and build a 
vocabulary of about 900 words, providing a 
foundation for Bible study and reading simple 
literature. Prerequisites include the ability to read 
printed Hebrew text. This class is appropriate for 
beginners and for students wishing to refresh 
childhood Hebrew. Taught by Chuck Taubman  
 

Beginning Hebrew for FSU Émigrés 
Class (offsite) 

Mondays, 2:15 - 3:15 p.m. 
This is a continuing class but new students are 
welcome. This daytime class is designed for those 
who wish to enhance their ability to read Hebrew and 
participate in synagogue prayer. You will expand your 
Hebrew vocabulary and improve your Hebrew reading 
fluency. Taught by Chuck Taubman  
 

Intermediate Hebrew 

Mondays, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
Improve your Hebrew reading, vocalizing, and 
understanding. Taught by Chuck Taubman  
 

Please email Chuck Taubman about these 
classes: nambuat@comcast.net 
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Men's Club provides community based activities, service projects, 
sports and socializing for the men of CBD.  
  

Men of all ages are welcome. Show your support for CBD and help 
to strengthen our community.  
 

• Want to volunteer? We are always looking for help. Email 
cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org 

Bowling with the 
Boys  
Sunday, November 18  

at 6:00 p.m.  
Bowlmor Lanes at 
Vallco Mall in Cupertino  

Sign up for our mailing list or RSVP for any of our events 
cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org 

Bocce with the 
Boys 
Sunday, December 16  
at 6:00 p.m.  
Campo di Bocce in Los 
Gatos  

 

Biblical Archeology Magazines 
Free back issues  

 

The synagogue library has many back issues of 

Biblical Archeology that it no longer needs.   

If you would like any or all issues, please 

contact the library staff at cbd.library@beth-

david.org to arrange to look at the magazines. 

53rd Annual Interfaith  
Thanksgiving Service  

Thursday, November 22  
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

At Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
 13716 Saratoga Ave 

 

Start your day of gratitude off with neighbors of other 
faith communities of Saratoga for a Community 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service.  
 
Join Rabbi Alpert for this uplifting and inspirational 
service. All are welcome to attend!   
 

After Shabbat Programs 
 
Israel Today Discussion  
Current Events 
Saturday, November 3  
1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
Join Sarah Hanukah for a 
discussion about the current 
events of our homeland 
Israel.  
 
Menschlichkeit 101 
Saturday, November 17 
1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
Join Rabbi Pressman to 
learn more about the 
importance of compassion 
and respect.  

mailto:cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org
mailto:cbd.mensclub@beth-david.org
mailto:cbd.library@beth-david.org
mailto:cbd.library@beth-david.org
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Sundays, December 2 & 9  

12:45 – 4:30 p.m. 

 
Please join our Director Of Lifelong 
Learning, Sarah Hanuka, for a 
beginners Adult Hebrew decoding 
marathon.  
 
Sarah will teach techniques necessary 
for reading prayers, conducting 
Passover Seders and even providing 
you the tools to begin your study for an 
adult b’nei mitzvah. 
 
No knowledge of the Hebrew alef/bet is 
required. Lunch will be served. 
 
Sign up online at www.beth-
david.org.svp or call the office at 408-
257-3333.  FREE for CBD members; 
$36.00 for non-members. Walk ins 
welcome, too.  

 

            
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 27 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

 
Join us as our religious school 
students, their parents, and 
members of the community 
participate in various social 
action projects at CBD and 
throughout our general 
community for our annual 
Mitzvah Day.  

 
Whether your interests are environmental or social causes, there is someplace or someone special 
that could use a couple hours of your time.  
 
We will come together as a community for lunch at CBD following the program.  
Stay tuned for details.   
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Adults of all 
Ages Welcome!  

CBD.Hazak@beth-david.org 
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We would once again like to thank all the people who stepped up to make this year’s High Holy Days so 
warm and welcoming for our community.  All of you who say yes when asked to usher and greet, be a 

doctor on call, led a part of the service, be on the honors committee, help out front for will call, are giving 
of your precious time and we appreciate it. We hope those of you who have helped in the past will step 

forward again and welcome new volunteers for the future. 
 

Congregation Beth David would not be the community it is without your help and the ritual committee 
thanks you from the bottom of our hearts.  Yasher Koach  and have a healthy year. 
 

If we inadvertently left your name off the list we apologize and thank you for all you did.   
 

The High Holidays and Ritual Committees 

Norman Abramovitz 
Alicia Ader 
Allan Ader 
Monique  Alexander 
Philip Alexander 
Andrea Ammerman 
Judy Applesmith 
Wendy Askenas 
Bob Baird 
Ginny Baird 
Jason Balaban 
Ruth Bareket 
Betty Becker 
Joseph Bendahan 
Mindy Berkowitz 
William Beyda 
Laurie Bierman 
Michael Bierman 
Roberta Bloom 
Barry Brummer 
Linda Brummer 
Felissa Cagan 
Lori  Cinnamon 
Marian Concus 

Harry Cornbleet 
Karen Deloumi 
Phillip Doppelt 
Galina Drabkin 
Alexander Drukarev 
Jeffrey Englander 
Deborah Estreicher 
Paul  Fahn 
Rhonda Farber 
Donald Field 
Karen Fihn 
Howard Fine 
Renee Fine 
David Fishman 
Lee Gavens 
Wendy J Glasser 
Martin Goldberg 
Barbara Goldstein 
Stephen Goldstein 
Sherman Golub 
Vivian Golub 
Marilyn Goodman 
Vladimir Gorlovetsky 

Cheryl Graubart 
Arye Green 
Barbara Green 
Helaine Green 
Stephen Green 
William Halper 
Nathan Handelsman 
David Harris 
Wendy Harris 
Bonnie Hirsch 
Lee Hirsch 
Kira Hoffman 
David Hoffman 
Deborah Hoffman 
Dov  Isaacs 
Madelyn Isaacs 
Fred Jacobson 
Jane  Jacobson 
Leonard Jacobson 
Jeffrey Kanel 
Alexa Kaskowitz 
Louis Kaskowitz 
Raviv Kaskowitz 

Dorene Kastelman 
Eve Kedar 
Trish Kedar 
Stephen Kinsey 
Daniel Kischel 
Lisa  Kravitz 
Michael Leitner 
Susan Leitner 
Gordon Levin 
Susan Maltiel 
Miriam Marr 
Jonathan Mayer 
David Mooso 
Martin Newman 
Lewis Osofsky 
Andrew Passett 
Robin D Penn 
Howard Pomerantz 
Margie Pomerantz 
Bettina Rosenberg 
Jillian Rosenberg 
Alison Ruebusch 
Ronald Ruebusch 

Marina Salzman 
Michael Schaffer 
Neil  Shapiro 
Sandra Shapiro 
Rivka Shenhav 
Martin Sherman 
Daniel Skilken 
Joseph Sorger 
Walter Spector 
Seth  Steingraph 
Michal Strutin 
Barbara Taubman 
Irina Tenberg 
Helen Tieger 
Susan Toth 
Dorit Tzori 
Nimrod Tzori 
Carol Weiss 
Harriet Weiss 
Jeffrey Weiss 
Joe Weiss 
Linda Weiss 
Renata Zaliznyak 

 

Sunday, December 9  
10:00 am - noon 

 
Come hear about the state of YOUR synagogue and elect new 
officers and directors. We need a quorum of 75 members. A 
letter containing the slate of officers and directors, agenda for 
the meeting, proposed motions and your BALLOT VOUCHER 
will be mailed two weeks prior to the annual meeting date. 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS804US804&q=Yasher+Koach&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj7iIyg_JzeAhXXJTQIHfYgAVUQBQgqKAA
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November Birthdays 

November Anniversaries  

2nd 
Sandy & Shelley Taboh 
 

8th 
Gary & Susan Nankin 
 

9th 
Allan & Judith Lavetter 
 

13th 
Arieh & Ruth Schifrin 
 

15th 
Alan & Irene Bricker 

 

18th 
Jonathan & Marsha Witkin 
 

25th 
Kenneth Aitchison & Leslie Alexander 
 

27th 
Steve & Barbara Goldstein 
 

28th 
Andy & Maureen Schneider 
Michael & Marina Salzman 

14th 

Molly Wolfe 

Leonard Tramiel 

J. Aurelia Fleck 

David Paktor 
 

15th 

Jeffrey Englander 
 

16th 

Mitchell Umansky 

David Barnett 

David Mooso 

Judy Holtzman 
 

17th 

Jacquelyn Harris 

Noga Gross 

Mike Drabkin 

Dylan Nelson 

Siavash Zohoori 

Sue Sabes 
 

18th 

Jessica Hirsch 

Janice Torczyner 

Samuel Schaevitz 

Evan Ohriner 
 

1st 

Lillian Guggenheim 
 

2nd 

Rhoda Bress 
 

3rd 

Dahlia Perahia 

Sam Pickholtz 

David Baird 
 

4th 

Fred Jacobson 

Larisa Gorsky 

Leonard Jacobson 
 

5th 

Penina Stern 

Ruth Kohan 

Sharoan Jeung 

David Ammerman 

Ariel Grosskopf 

Andrea Ammerman 
 

6th 

Andrew Schneider 

Renata Zaliznyak 
 

7th 

Talia Gloster 

Bailey Weinstock 

Jonathan Witkin 
 

8th 

Naomi Mutchnik 

David Tseselsky 

Monique Alexander 

Irvan Krantzler 

Marcia Hunter 

Perry Jeung 
 

10th 

Neil Newman 

Jeffrey Imas 
 

11th 

Moshe Preil 

Larry Schwerin 

Wendy J Glasser 
 

12th 

Justin Pennypacker 

Marc Levitt 

Linda Weiss 
 

13th 

Alexander Lazer 

Val Mandrusov 

19th 

Scott Weinstein 

Susan Green 
 

20th 

Olga Farber 

Hadas Ben-David 

Louis Kaskowitz 

Lourdes Yashar 

Stella Orrin 
 

21st 

Jaclyn Krantzler 

Dorene Kastelman 

Corinne Sherman 
 

22nd 

Maya Warwick 

Myron Cagan 

Natalia Pogrebinsky 

Judy Paktor 
 

23rd 

Beverly Jacobson 

Walter Spector 
 

24th 

Philip Ohriner 

Luba Sherman 
 

25th 

Glenda Glatstein 

Mallorie Burak 
 

26th 

Daniel Hudson 

Derron Mendel 
 

28th 

Kenneth Wiener 

Susan Cohen 

Gabriel Robinson 
 

29th 

Barbara Weinstein 

Martin Weinstein 

Susan Gould 

Michele Schneiderman 

Daniel Halem 

Ryan Hittleman 

Amanda Schwartz 
 

30th  

Marjorie Alpert  

Akiva Lewis 

Robin Sabes 
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Melanie Carlston, in memory of Nat Kallman, from Arye 
& Barbara Green 

Bill & Betty Menkin, in honor of your 50th anniversary, 
from Lee Gavens 

Melanie Carlston & Family, in memory of Nat Kallman, 
from Marilyn Sefchovich 

James Attar, in memory of your mother, Mohtram Attar, 
from Vivian Herman 

In memory of my cousin, Marshall Berger, from Maxie 
Baer 

In memory of my husband, Harold Graubart, from Ann 
Gershanov 

In memory of our grandfather, Srul Zlotnick, grandmother 
Slota Zlotnick, half-sister Frieda Zlotnick, aunt Ida 
(Eeda) Zlotnick, and cousin Tula Zlotnick, killed in 
ghetto during WWII, from Dina Fayngold & Ella 
Kofman 

In memory of my grandmother, Rachel Zacher, from 
Daniel Rosenberg 

In memory of my father, Laszio Rajna, from Jussi Rajna 
in memory Barry's aunt, Helen Herskovitz, from Barry & 

Linda Brummer 
In memory of my mother, Giselle Marr, from Charlie 

Marr 
Congregation Beth David, from Jussi & Lena Rajna 
Congregation Beth David, from Bob & Ginny Baird 
 

K'vod Hamet 
In memory of my husband, Howard Kaplan, from Christel 

Sanders 
Congregation Beth David, from Louise Miller 
 

March of the Living Fund 
Tamar Jacobs, in honor of your 90th birthday, from 

Miriam Engel 
 

Rabbi Alpert Discretionary Fund 
In memory of my mother, Genia Harari, from Eli Harari 
In memory of my wife, Ruth Dreifuss, from Herbert 

Dreifuss 
In memory of my sister, Ruth Levine, from Ann 

Gershanov 

Rabbi Pressman Discretionary Fund 
Rabbi Daniel Pressman, in honor of Rosh Hashana, from 

Mary Egan 
 

Rama Strod Education Fund 
In memory of my father, Moshe Ben Mazal Ashkenazi, 

from Herzel Ashkenazi 
In memory of my father, Sol Lindenbaum, from Bonnie 

Ashkenazi 
 

Robert E. Levinson Memorial Library Fund 
Margie Pomerantz, in memory of your beloved father, 

Sam Heyman, from Natalie Schriger 
Wendy Askenas, in memory of your mother, Barbara 

Wolf-Gerber, from Natalie Schriger 
Kenneth Aitchison & Family, in memory of your mother, 

Henia Aitchison, from Natalie Schriger 

Annual Campaign  
In loving memory of my wife, Maya Belogolovsky, from 

Arkady Belogolovsky 
In loving memory of Ilene Doppelt, from Phillip Doppelt 
In memory of my grandfather, Julius Schweitzer, from Lisa 

Kiss 
In memory of my grandfather, Louis Kiss, from Lisa Kiss 
In loving memory of Hava & Aharon Berezovsky and 

Miriam & Morris Kibrick, from Isaac & Beth 
Berezovsky 

 

Balk Family Camp Scholarship Fund 
Georgette Tanenbaum, in memory of your husband, Alan, 

from Harvey & Ellen Gold 
 

Congregation Beth David Bible and Siddur and 
Mahzor Fund 

In memory of my father, Harold Seymour Farfel, from Elise 
Wolf 

 

Congregation Beth David Fund 
Melanie Carlston & Family, in memory of Nat Kallman, 

from Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 
David Harris, in celebration of your birthday, from Harry & 

Joanne Cornbleet 
Rabbi Daniel Pressman, thank you for all the support you 

gave to Devora Fine and Michael Cohen's wedding! 
from Howard & Renee Fine 

Bill & Betty Menkin, in honor of your 50th anniversary, 
from Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 

In memory of Faina, Josef, Samuel, and Maria, from Mark 
& Ludmila Derkach 

In memory of my father, Louis Kiss, from Ed & Ellie Kiss 
In honor of the birth of our Great-granddaughter, Addison 

Layton & first birthday of our Great-granddaughter, 
Isabelle Stinovak, from Ed & Ellie Kiss 

In memory of my dear parents, Sarah & Isaac Benardo, 
from Susan Wesson 

In memory of my mother, Erna Strauss, from Sylvia Meltzer 
In memory of my aunt, Nettie Goodman, from Kenneth 

Wiener 
Congregation Beth David, from Benjamin Leznik 
Congregation Beth David, from Arkady & Larisa Gorsky 
 

Director of Lifelong Learning Discretionary 
Fund 

In memory of my mother, Genia Harari, from Eli Harari 
 

Jewish Education Program/JET Scholarship 
Fund 

Sandi Bretz, in memory of Ken Bretz, from Franklyn & 
Harriet Weiss 

 

Kiddush Lunch 
Sponsor Kiddush on August 8, 2018 in honor of Devora & 

Mike's Aufruf, from Howard & Renee Fine 
Melanie Carlston & Family, in memory of Nat Kallman for  
     all his wonderful contributions to Congregation Beth 
David, from Howard & Margie Pomerantz 

Contributions 
Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received  

between September 1-30 from the following individuals and families. 
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Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________  

Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Street      City   State   Zip 

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108 

Billing: (Choose One) 

______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly 

______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________ 

Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333  

     Congregation Beth David  
_____Endowment Fund 

 
_____ Area of Greatest Need  

Dir. at Large Youth Chair    Sharon Horovitz 
Dir. at Large Facilities Chair    Lee Hirsch 
Dir. at Large Finance Rep   Bill Halper 
Dir. at Large Adult Education Rep Carol Cassell 
Dir. at Large Program Chair   Barbara Green 
Dir. at Large Sisterhood Rep    Cathy Beyda 
Dir. at Large Men’s Club Rep    Art Singer 

 

Officers  

 President     Bill Beyda    president@beth-david.org 
 Executive VP    Betty Menkin   executivevp@beth-david.org 
 Administration VP    Ron Ruebusch    adminvp@beth-david.org 
 Education VP    Ruth Bareket   educationvp@beth-david.org 
 Finance VP     Andrew Passett    financevp@beth-david.org 
 Membership  VP    David Fishman   membershipvp@beth-david.org 
 Ritual VP     Michael Leitner   ritualvp@beth-david.org 
 Recording Secretary   Madelyn Isaacs   recsecretary@beth-david.org 
 Treasurer     Bob Bankirer   treasurer@beth-david.org 
 Financial Secretary   Alex Drukarev   finsecretary@beth-david.org 

General Board 

Immed. Past Pres.   Dan Skilken   
Director at Large  Elizabeth Batson 
Director at Large  Opher Harel 
Director at Large  Bonnie Slavitt  
Director at Large  Alison Ruebusch  
Director at Large  Thelma Ramm 
Director at Large  Nathan Handelsman 
Director at Large  Michael Bierman 
 
 

 
_____ Kiddush Fund 
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Congregation Beth David 
19700 Prospect Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070-3352 
 
Change service requested 
 

Nonprofit Org 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Permit No. 94 
Cupertino, CA 

Did you know the D’var is available online?  
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.  

All are welcome as we formally install  
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert  

 
See page 6 

Important  
The Future of Security at CBD  

 

Information Meeting 

Sunday, November 11th 10:00 a.m.  
We will have guest speakers from the Santa 
Clara County Sheriff’s Department, the FBI 
and the ADL. The meeting is anticipated to 
run about 2 hours. 
 

 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, December 9th 10:00 a.m.  
We will review what we learned so far and 
pose three very important questions related 
to changes in security procedures.  
 

Be sure to attend!  
See page 7 for details 


