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NEW! CBD Concierge Program 
 

Congregation Beth David is looking for outgoing members to volunteer for 
our new “Volunteer Concierge Program!”  
 

As a concierge, you will work with a 
partner to be the welcoming face of 
Beth David 3 to 6 hours a week, 
greeting members, answering the 
phone, giving short facility tours, and 
occasionally helping with basic 
administrative tasks.  
 

Experience in customer service or 
retail is a plus, and you’ll need to be 
able to gracefully deal with 
‘mishegoss’ when it occasionally 
crosses your path. 
 

We’re looking for members who can commit to working at least one regular 
shift a week for a minimum of 2 months (with the opportunity to extend)! 
Reliability is essential! 

 

For more information, email: Concierge.Program@beth-david.org. 

Save the Date  
Congregation Beth David Annual Meeting  

Sunday, December 11th  
10:00am to 11:45am  

 

Come hear about the state of YOUR synagogue 
and elect new officers and directors. We need a 
quorum of 75 members.  

 

Watch your mail for a letter arriving  
mid-November. It will contain meeting 
information and your BALLOT VOUCHER.  
 

Please remember to bring your ballot voucher  

with you to the meeting.  

mailto:Concierge.Program@beth-david.org


2 

 

Main Office 
408-257-3333 

info@beth-david.org 
 

Rabbis 
Philip R. Ohriner 
Senior Rabbi 
408-366-9104  
ohriner@beth-david.org 
 
Leslie Alexander 
Rabbi of Community 
 Engagement and Outreach 
408-366-9105  
alexander@beth-david.org 
 
Daniel J. Pressman 
Rabbi Emeritus 
pressman@beth-david.org 

 

Staff 
Sarah Hanuka 
Director of Lifelong Learning 
408-366-9116  
hanuka@beth-david.org 
 
Tanya Lorien  
Director of Operations 
408-366-9107  
lorien@beth-david.org 

 
Barbara Biran 
Director of Ritual 
408-366-9106  
biran@beth-david.org 

 
Monica Hernandez 
Member Account Associate 
408-366-9108 
hernandez@beth-david.org 

 
Jillian Cosgrave 
Front Office Associate 
408-366-9110  
cosgrave@beth-david.org 
 
Lynn Crocker 
Mkt & Comm Associate 
408-366-9102  
crocker@beth-david.org 

 
Andrea Ammerman 
Admin. Rabbi Alexander & 
Sarah Hanuka  
408-366-9101 
rsadmin@beth-david.org  
 
Jewish Experience for Teens (JET)  
JET@beth-david.org 

mailto:info@beth-david.org
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From the Rabbi 

By Philip Ohriner 

The Mashgiach and the Captain: Lessons in Judging Others Favorably 
Rabbi Philip Ohriner 

Rosh Hashanah Day #1, 5777 
 

There once was a great mashgiach, a supervisor of kosher standards at a food processing plant. The mashgiach was revered by 

rabbis and his community for upholding the highest standard of kashrut. The trusted mashgiach spent his days travelling from one 

factory to the next inspecting kitchens and ingredients without a single incident. One day, a factory manager pulled him aside as he 

entered the factory’s kitchen for an inspection. The manager told him that one of the security guards had seen 

someone come into the kitchen, look into the pots, and read the ingredient labels. The mashgiach was a bit 

miffed at this intrusion. “If a fellow Jew had a concern about my supervision,” he responded, “why didn’t he 

come speak to me to ask questions. Instead he comes here and pokes around by himself, behind my back.” The 

thought of this interloper gnawed at the mashgiach the rest of the day and even into the next, but soon the 

mashgiach forgot about the incident. Well, some time passed. One day the same factory manager took the 

mashgiach aside: “I’m sorry to tell you, the same employee reported that our intruder returned. He was nosing 

around in the kitchen”. Now, the mashgiach was indignant. “One time he comes snooping around, okay. But 

he's back again?” After the third time this happened, the holy mashgiach began to think some very unholy 

thoughts. “What kind of person would sneak around like this to check up me? What a low-life! He’s no better 

than a thief! Or maybe worse! Maybe he is out to dig up something with which to ruin my reputation! May he 

be cursed! May his car die so that he cannot come and spy on me! May he lose his vision so he cannot indict my supervision. A pox 

on him! And his children, and his children’s children, too!” I could go on with the mashgiach’s diatribe, but there are children here 

and we are in shul. As his next visit to the factory approached, it was all the mashgiach could do to contain his anger. He prayed 

that he would run into this buttinsky so that he could confront him in person and voice all of the curses he had concocted for God to 

bring upon his nemesis. Fuming and sputtering the mashgiach entered the factory. Before he had made it ten feet, the mashgiach 

saw the manager approaching, and before the manager could say a word, the mashgiach launched into his now practiced list of 

curses, “may that no-goodnick lose his mind, may that less-than-a worm of a human-being rot in Gehena, no, even that is too good a 

fate... “Hold on! Hold on!” said the manager as he burst out laughing. “We've solved the mystery. That person who keeps poking 

around the factory? It turns out he's you! That new, security guard—he’s never heard of a mashgiach. He couldn’t figure out why an 

intruder would be looking in the pots and inspecting the labels on ingredients, so he kept reporting you!” The boss was enjoying a 

good laugh while the mashgiach stood stock still, reviewing all of the curses and nasty thoughts he wished on this unknown person 

and prayed they would not come true!1 
 

Today is yom hadin, the day of judgment, the day on which our tradition encourages us to consider ourselves as the defendants in 

the heavenly court, passing before the majestic, blessed, Holy One. Implicit within this metaphor is Judaism’s assertion that there is 

only one True Judge. And yet, we all know that feeling—the feeling of being the mashgiach, of issuing premature, unfavorable 

judgment upon others to the benefit of no one. When someone is late to an important meeting, when we don’t receive a reply to our 

email, while watching television, reading the news, driving behind the slowest driver in Santa Clara county, and standing in line at 

the grocery store we’re prone to jump to conclusions about those around us without any knowledge of the circumstances. And we 

also all know the painful feeling of having something we said or did completely misunderstood by a family member, friend, or 

colleague who was simply too quick to judge us.  
 

When I look at our world today, I see this great mashgiach everywhere. Whether on the basis of skin color, religion, political 

affiliation, or simply misunderstanding we are so quick to judge based on so little. Sure, there are individuals who earn our scorn, 

those whose unabashed immoral language and deeds deserve harsh judgment in the court of public opinion and in our own minds. If 

only we could reserve our judgments for them alone. It’s just so easy to assume the worst about someone else’s motives or 

intentions. How many of us know of friendships ruined, families torn apart or separated for years because of an unfair, premature, 

unfavorable judgment?  
 

The human tendency to judge others for the worse likely stems from our fears, fears of being deceived, of being played. By being 

quick to judge we believe we are staving off the heartache or embarrassment that might come later should we turn out to be correct. 

But in behaving this way we erode the fundamentals of relationships: trust and love. This is why one of the earliest rabbis, 

Yehoshua ben Perahia, taught that it is a mitzvah to judge others favorably  .דן כל אדם לכף זכות Our tradition teaches that we are 

actually obligated to give others the benefit of the doubt, to look upon one another meritoriously until we have reason not to. More 

than assuming innocence, we are to assume goodness until proven otherwise. Judaism teaches that when we fail to judge others 

favorably we impoverish our relationships, we diminish our own well-being, and we tear at the very fabric of society. 
 

Fundamentally, all of our relationships are founded on ,כף זכות Judging others favorably, because doing so is a way of showing 

respect. Our core belief is that all human beings are made in the image of God and, therefore, demand our respect. In fact, the word 

“respect” comes from the Latin which means “to look again”, to look beyond our initial gut reaction that may have manifested 

negatively-- and entertain a more favorable judgment. Relationships are predicated on our ability to foster respect for one another. 
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As Rabbi Ovadiah Sforno, the great 11th Century Italian 

philosopher writes: “without a strong cultivation of favorable 

judgment, relationships are impossible. There are always 

circumstances when it is easy to find fault. Doing so destroys 

relationships.” According to Sforno, the price we pay for 

ignoring the principle of  ,כף זכות of judging favorably, is 

loneliness, frustration, and isolation.  
 

In addition, our tendency to judge others unfavorably sets up 

a serious road block to our growth and may even endanger 

our own lives. The story is told of a naval encounter between 

two ships off the coast of Newfoundland on a dark and foggy 

night. The two ships found themselves on a direct collision 

course. One ship, a massive aircraft carrier, radioed to the 

other, “Divert your course 15 degrees to the North.” The 

second ship replied, “Recommend you divert your course 15 

degrees to the South to avoid a collision.” Well, the captain 

of the aircraft carrier was on the bridge at the time and 

immediately became angry, “who do they think they are! 

This is an aircraft carrier.” There was no way he would 

divert for any ship. The captain snatched the radio from the 

radio operator, and said, “This is the captain of a US Navy 

ship. I say again, divert YOUR course.” The second ship 

replied: “I say again; you must divert.” Now the captain was 

irate. How dare this other vessel challenge him. He screamed 

into the radio, “This is the aircraft carrier USS Abraham 

Lincoln, the second largest ship in the United States' Atlantic 

fleet. We are accompanied by three destroyers, three cruisers 

and numerous support vessels. I demand that you change 

your course 15 degrees north. That's one-five degrees north.” 

After a split second, the second ship replies, “Well, 

unfortunately I simply cannot do that. This is a lighthouse. 

Your call.”  
 

It is no coincidence that the stories I have shared with you 

this morning of the mashgiach and the captain both revolve 

around their predisposition to the “other”. The mashgiach 

endangers himself psycho-spiritually and the Captain does so 

physically by being unwilling to judge the motivations and 

intentions of the other favorably. In both cases, our 

protagonists embrace anger, fear, inadequacy, and 

embarrassment—character traits unbecoming of us all. Their 

vulnerabilities come to the foreground for us as the listener 

while they as the protagonists become embroiled in their 

own narcissism. It turns out that preoccupation with finding 

faults in others, blinds us to seeing our own. The Jewish 

philosopher, Bahya Ibn Pekuda, teaches that “our focus on 

the potential blemishes and shortcomings of others, prevents 

us from engaging in the far more necessary task of 

investigating our own faults and defects.”2 It reminds me of 

the famous Betsy Streeter cartoon depicting a bookstore 

(remember those?) with a vacant “self improvement” section 

next to a section full of people entitled, “Telling other people 

how to improve themselves”. 
 

A recent study by a group of psychologists, led by professor 

Dustin Wood of Wake Forest demonstrated that your 

perception of others reveals so much about your own 

personality. The researchers found that an individual’s 

tendency to describe others in positive terms is an important 

indicator of the positivity of that individual’ own personality 

traits. They discovered particularly strong associations between 

favorably judging others and how enthusiastic, happy, kind-

hearted, courteous, emotionally stable and capable an individual 

describes oneself and is described by others. The study also 

found that the favorability you offer in making judgments of 

others shows how satisfied you are with your own life. As Wood 

states: “A huge suite of negative personality traits are associated 

with viewing others negatively. The simple tendency to see 

people negatively indicates a greater likelihood of depression.”3
 

 

So, how do we learn to embrace the mitzvah of  ,כף זכות judging 

others favorably? The Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Chasidism 

offers one prescription: “If you see another person doing 

something that strikes you as ugly, meditate on the presence of 

the same ugliness in yourself. And know that it is one of God’s 

mercies that he brought this sight before your eyes to remind you 

of that fault in you, so as to bring you back in repentance…

Without a doubt, anyone who follows this path and behaves in 

this way will not judge his fellow unfavorably, for he will see 

with his own eyes that he is no better than the other person and 

has the same fault and blemish in himself.”4 
 

However, the most important thing we can all do is to 

consistently remind ourselves that we really have nothing to 

lose. As Rabbi Simcha Bunim of Psischa teaches: If the 

individual you are tempted to judge prematurely does turn out to 

have good intentions and honest motivations, then you acted 

correctly and in accordance with the truth. On the other hand, if 

the person is guilty, your act is not irrevocable. Either way, you 

have acted in accordance with the sacred obligation of  .כף זכות 
 

Of course, we are allowed and even obligated to make judgments 

that protect ourselves from harm. But in most instances our 

judgments of others do not function on this level. As Judaism 

and modern science teach, our relationships, well-being, and 

society will all benefit from our collective commitment to 

judging one another favorably. On this yom hadin, this day of 

judgment, may we all embrace the teaching of Rabbi Yehoshua 

ben Perahia:  ,דן כל אדם לכף זכות judge other favorably. Learn to 

see the good qualities in all those whom you meet and not only 

their faults and believe that others will do the same in turn. If we 

can just learn to do this, to see the good qualities in each other, 

to judge one another favorably how good and sweet and blessed 

our lives and our world will be.  

From the Rabbi 

Continued  

1 Based on an unattributed story conveyed by Alan Morinis, Jewish 
Pathways http://www.jewishpathways.com/files/Honor.pdf  
 

2 Chovot Halevavot, Shaar Yichud Hamaaseh, ch. 5  
ish Pathways http://www.jewishpathways.com/files/Honor.pdf 
 

3 “Perceiver effects as projective tests: What your perceptions of 
others say about you.” Wood, Dustin; Harms, Peter; Vazire, 
Simine, Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Vol 99(1), Jul 2010, 
174-190. 
 

4 Seder ha-Dorot ha-Hadash, quoted in Jewish Spiritual Practices, p. 305.  
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Please share our joy as our son, Sam, is called to  
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.  

 

Saturday, November 19, 2016 
 

We invite you to join us for Kiddush lunch  
following the service.  

 

Andrew Pickholtz and Jan Larky 

 

Adult B’nei Mitzvah Class  
Forming Now! 

Tuesdays from 7:30-9:30pm  
beginning January 17th  

Have you ever thought about becoming an adult 

Bar or Bat Mitzvah? Or, if you had a Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah as a child, would you like to enhance 

your understanding and skills in prayer, Torah and 

Haftarah reading (trope)?  

 

If yes, now is the time! 

 

We need a minimum of 6 people. This class, 

which is for both men and women. Email Barbara 

Biran at Biran@Beth-David.org. 

Congregation Beth David in 
Conjunction with Yavneh Day 

School Hosts  
 

Legacy Giving Shabbat  
Saturday, November 12

th 
 

9:30am  
 

Kiddush lunch 
follows 

 
Join us as we honor 
our Legacy Giver’s 
commitment to the 

community. 
 

 

Consider a Bequest or Other 

Planned Gift to CBD  
 

By including CBD in your estate plan, you 

will help ensure that Judaism and Torah in 

our community will continue to flourish. Your 

gift helps guarantee the Jewish future in the 

Santa Clara Valley. 
 

www.beth-david.org/plannedgiving 
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President’s perspective 

By Dan Skilken 

 

 

It is a pleasure to see so many Beth David members 
here tonight in our remodeled sanctuary - praying 
together. The Psalm for the Days of Awe we read 
between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur includes 
the passage:  
 

“One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I 
seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of 
the Lord and to seek him in his temple.”  

 

I have had the pleasure of dwelling in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life over the past 5 
months. But now that the construction is over, and I 
am going to have to get back to my real job. I will 
miss the pleasure of all the time I have spent here. 
 

This has been a very, very long year of change for 
Beth David. We have come so far together. A year 
ago, we walked through dirt and demolition to get 
to services.  There was only open air in what we 
now call the Mercaz, and the small sanctuary and 
library were just being framed. Since the school 
wing, kitchen, and lobby were gutted we had to 
post signs so people could imagine what our new 
synagogue would look like. Now we pray together 
in a vibrant modern facility that inspires us and 
invokes deep spiritual feelings in our membership.   
 

We built this future together. We built it from your 
dreams, your suggestions, and your generous 
donations. So far we have raised $7.9M in pledges 
to pay for the construction, and congregants have 
loaned us over $2M to cover our short term 
construction cash flow needs. That is a testament to 
the commitment of our membership in creating a 
future for Beth David, and in the hard work of 
volunteers like Bonnie Slavitt-Moore and Sandy 
Mayer.  In the last month we welcomed 14 new 
families to Beth David, the largest monthly 
membership increase in over 18 years. Many of 
these new members are young families with 
children, and some are returning members who 
were members in the past. We welcome you tonight 
and are thrilled to have you join our  kehillah.   
 

This growth is a testament to not only our new 
building, but our new programming, Sarah Hanuka, 
our new director of lifelong learning, our religious 
school, Rabbi Alexander, our Rabbi of Community 
Engagement and Outreach , and hardworking 
volunteers like Jeff Warwick our VP of 
membership.  

We owe much of our success to our many 
volunteers, and our board of directors. You may not 
always agree with everything they do, but 
everything they do is out of love for our synagogue 
and our community. We often take for granted that 
great things just happen here. It is our many 
volunteers and donors that make this possible.  For 
example – For the High Holidays, orchestrating 
hundreds of honors, hours of services, and the 
many volunteers takes countless hours for Dov and 
Madelyn Isaacs each year. I would like to thank 
them and their High Holiday Program committee of 
Barbara Goldstein, Karen Fihn, Barbara Green, 
Marilyn Goodman, Susan Leitner, Jeff Englander, 
Wendy Glasser, and David Fishman for all their 
help in making our services so meaningful. 
 

Volunteering and getting involved brings people 
closer to Beth David.  In the last two years I’ve 
spent more than 40 hours a week volunteering at 
Beth David on the Next 50 project, and in the last 5 
months I’ve spent an average of 12-13 hours a day 
here – more than a President would or should 
normally spend here. This project gave me an 
opportunity to contribute my time and energy to our 
kehilla, and in return I built deeper ties to the 
community.  I enjoy seeing the nervous parents that 
come on a Friday morning for their child’s bar or 
bat mitzvah rehearsal.  I appreciate the fathers that 
come in and sit waiting for their children to finish 
Hebrew school or torah tutoring. I love the 
altecockers that check our financial math in 
congregation meetings because they keep us honest 
and true to our mission. I’m thrilled to see the 
Talmud class walk through the front doors smiling 
every Friday morning, and more delighted to see 
our children file in for Hebrew school on 
Wednesdays, pausing in the Mercaz to check out 
the rainbows.  
 

You see – Beth David offers more than High 
Holiday services or clergy to officiate at a wedding 
or funeral. It offers a unique community of Jews 
that love and support one another.   
 

Recently I visited a beloved CBD member in the 
hospital.  Their doctor came into the room, and the 
room was full of congregants. As we all filed out to 
give them privacy to talk, he commented that his 
patient had the most amazing community support.  
 

Kol Nidre Speech 
Presented to the Congregation on Erev Yom Kippur 
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It has been a long 21 months of construction, and 
the results turned out better than most had hoped. 
We now have a facility that can house our award 
winning programming, but we haven’t completely 
figured out how to use this new facility.   
 

Do you remember what it was like the last time you 
moved into a new house? It takes a lot of work to 
organize your life in a new home.  A new floor 
plan, new closets, and new technology are just a 
few of the challenges we have to manage. We need 
everyone’s help to turn this new house into a home.  
We need volunteers that can help us with facilities, 
security, IT, sound, entertainment and policies on 
how we use this facility. We need help taking care 
of this incredible asset and incredible gift that we 
have given ourselves. 
 

We need to finish paying for the construction, and 
still need your Next 50 contributions and short term 
loans to help cover our short term cash needs.  
 

We need your contributions to the annual campaign 
to help cover the cost to maintain the synagogue 
and our award winning programming. And we need 
your generous sustaining contributions to support 
this community. Most of all, we hope you will be 
generous with your time. I hope that volunteering 
your time will help you form closer bonds to our 
members, just like it has for me. 
 

Get involved.  We want and need you here.  Please 
make a commitment to call a friend who’s a 
member of Beth David and invite them to join you 
at some program at the synagogue. Commit to do 
this at least twice this year, and you’ll both enjoy 
the programming more. Next call your friends that 
used to be members of Beth David, and your 
unaffiliated Jewish friends and invite them to come 
to a program. Give them a chance to see how nice 
our new home is. You are our biggest asset – and 
the support you give one another is the very reason 
to be a member. It’s your love and support for one 
another that make this house a home. 
 

G'mar Hatimah Tovah - May we all be sealed for a 
year of peace, a year of prosperity, and above all, a 
year of good health and happiness together. Tzom 
Kal – may you have an easy fast And may you have 
an easy time finding the restrooms in our round 
Mercaz.  

Continued on page 7 
I have seen our congregation step up to help people 
that have lost their jobs, and a place to live for 
congregants that lost their home in a fire. Our  
congregation provided an entire Seder to a family’s 
out of town relatives when they came in for a 
funeral.  It is not hard to get people to offer to help 
in times of need. We generally have more offers 
than the family can handle. It is the love and 
kindness of this congregation that makes me proud 
to be a member, and proud to contribute my time 
and energy in making this  kehillah – this holy 
community thrive. 
 

If anyone in this room needs help, the congregation 
would be by their side to help them in any way they 
could. That’s one of the most valuable benefits of 
being a member of Beth David.  
 

And if there is someone in this room that you have 
had a hard time with - and avoid them at all cost, 
and could not see yourself stepping up to help 
them, then perhaps this is the perfect holiday, and 
the perfect time to settle that disagreement or settle 
those hard feelings – to apologize and start a new 
year with a new friend. 
 

Let me start the process. As president of 
Congregation Beth David, I personally apologize 
for anything I have said or done, my acts of  
co-mission and omission, for my harsh or 
insensitive words that have caused any hard 
feelings or have hurt any congregant.  In my 
capacity as president, I apologize on behalf of the 
board of directors and all volunteers for anything 
we may have done, any poor oversight, or any poor 
communication that has caused a congregant to feel 
undervalued or not heard. As president of Beth 
David, I apologize on behalf of our office staff and 
clergy for anything they have said or done that may 
have caused you to feel unwelcome or 
unappreciated, or caused any problems with a life 
event or simcha. On behalf of the congregation let 
me apologize for any harsh words or unkind acts 
that a congregant may have said or done that’s left 
you feeling uncomfortable to be here. 
 

Please accept these apologies to start the healing 
process. I encourage you to reach out. Let’s not 
carry hard feelings into the New Year. Now is the 
time to turn this fresh new house into a home, a 
second home for all congregants – a place where 
everyone feels welcome, valued, and supported - a 
place for everyone at CBD. 
 

President’s perspective 

Continued 
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Hebrew Free Loan of San Francisco Supports CBD 
By Bill Beyda, Executive Vice President 

  

Recently Congregation Beth David received a $50,000, interest-free, 2-year loan from the Hebrew 
Free Loan of San Francisco. This loan, guaranteed by 3 of our board members’ families, provided 
CBD with a cash influx to help with our Next50 Construction project. This type of emergency 
institutional loan is just one of the many loan programs offered by Hebrew Free Loan to help 
Jewish residents of Northern California. When we reached out to them for assistance, they came to 
our aid enthusiastically, and within 30 days funded a loan at the maximum level they offer.  
 

Hebrew Free Loan offers Jews loans for adoptions, business needs, debt consolidation, 
emergencies, health care, first time home buyers, life cycle events, personal needs, the recently 
unemployed, special needs, and student loans. All of these loans are 100% interest-free. All that is 
required is completion of some simple online forms, and obtaining guarantors for the loan. The 
guarantors for the loan don’t provide money up front, though they are committing to pay back the 
loan if you don’t. It allows Hebrew Free Loan to provide loans to Jews in Northern California with a 
high-level of confidence they will be repaid. In fact, 99.5% of their loans are repaid in full. Loans 
vary in amounts and duration based on the circumstance.  
 

The funds for the loans are provided by donors, many of whom are previous loan recipients who 
appreciated the leg-up these loans gave them in their lives. More information on the Hebrew Free 
Loan of San Francisco, and the loans they offer, as well as how you can support their efforts, can 
be found at www.hflasf.org, or by calling 415-546-9902. 

 

 

Kabbalah Havurah: Experiencing the Zohar  
1st Saturday of the Month, Continues November 5th     1:00pm – 2:15pm 

Join Rabbi Ohriner as we explore the splendor and enigmatic appeal of the Zohar with Dr. Daniel Matt’s 

annotations and explanations. The Havurah meets the first Shabbat afternoon of each month after Kiddush 

lunch. Texts are provided in English. No prior knowledge of Jewish mysticism necessary! For more 

information, email AdultEd@beth-david.org.  

 

Exploring “The Other Talmud” - The Talmud of Jerusalem 
3rd Saturday of the Month, Begins November 19th       1:00pm – 2:15pm 

Most of the time, when we say we are studying Talmud, we are speaking of the Rabbinic text spoken and 

written by sages in Babylonia. Why did the Babylonian Talmud (bavli) become the “gold standard” in 

Rabbinic text and what I would have been different in Jewish life, observance and law had we used the 

“Yerushalmi” as our guide? Each month we will explore texts and topics emerging from the Jerusalem 

Talmud in a fun and conversational way. For more information, email AdultEd@beth-david.org.  

 

Silicon Valley Introduction to Judaism 
Tuesdays, Beginning November 15th                             7:00pm – 9:30pm  
This course presents an overview of the major aspects of Judaism, including practice, belief, and 

history. Students will be exposed to Jewish thought and practice through lectures, class discussions, and 

readings. It is appropriate for those seeking to convert or just learn more about Judaism. It is taught by five 

Rabbis from four different synagogues as well as the Center for Jewish Life & Learning at the Addison-

Penzak Jewish Community Center. Some classes will be held at CBD, others will be offsite. Contact Lacy 

McCoy at the APJCC to register or get more information. lacy@apjcc.org.  

http://www.hflasf.org/
tel:%28415%29546-9902
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Our Inner Impulses 

Exploring the Purpose and Power of the Yetzer Hara 
4 Sessions: Begins Thursday, November 10th at 7:45pm 

What causes us to act in ways that are in dissonance with our values and beliefs? 

How do we understand these impulses and direct them in positive ways? Join 

Rabbi Ohriner as we explore the Jewish understanding of the Yetzer Hara 

throughout history, beginning with the Bible and ending with the approach of the 

Hasidic and Mussar masters. Open to learners of all levels! Sign up online at 

www.Beth-David.org/RSVP or call the office at 408-257-3333. Suggested 

voluntary contribution: $24 for CBD members and $30 for non-members.  

Jewish Book Discussion Group 

The Nightingale 
By Kristin Hannah, led by Joanne Cornbleet 

Saturday, November 12th at approximately 1:30pm 
When the Germans invade France in 1939 and requisition Vianne's home, she and her daughter 

must live with the enemy and make difficult choices to stay alive. Meanwhile, Vianne's sister, 

Isabelle, joins the Resistance and risks her life time and again to save others. The Nightingale is a 

beautiful novel that celebrates the strength of women and resilience of the human spirit. 

Conversations in Jewish Learning 
Current Issues Affecting Israel and the Middle East 

Tuesday, December 6th at 7:30pm 
Israel faces serious challenges in a region in turmoil. Ravit Baer, Deputy Consul 

General of Israel for our region, will discuss current issues affecting Israel and the 

Middle East.  

About the speaker: Ravit Baer has served as Deputy Consul General of Israel to the 

Pacific Northwest since August 2015. She is an attorney and was legal advisor in 

the Prime Minister’s Office before becoming a career diplomat in 2005. 

TGI Shabbat - 1st Fridays @ 6:30pm  
Begins November 4th  
Join together with the entire Beth David community in celebrating 
Shabbat. Begin with a happy and celebratory Kabbalat Shabbat 
service followed by a delicious potluck dinner. This year, in honor of 
completion of our new synagogue, our theme is Holy Place - Makom 
Kadosh. Each month we will feature a specific place in Israel during 
services and dinner. In November we will feature Jerusalem. 
RSVP for dinner online at www.Beth-David.org/RSVP or call the office 
at 408-257-3333. 
 

Family Service - 2nd Saturdays @ 9:30am  
Begins November 12th 
 

Themed Kabbalat Shabbat: Something for Everyone -3rd Fridays @ 6:30pm  
Begins November 18th  
Both services offer a joyous, spiritual, thought-filled, multigenerational experience. Pray with your whole 
family and find something different and unique for every member of the family.  
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Each Netivot Haneshamah session is guided by a community 
Rabbi or an expert on the topic offered. All teens and adults 

of any age, interest and background are invited and 
welcome. You do not need to have any experience with any 

of these subjects, if you are interested, simply attend!  
 

1st Saturday @ 10:30am - Begins November 5th 

Torah Takes The Stage Led by Doug Brook 
A chance to look at the week’s Torah portion and the whole Torah 
service through a theatrical lens. Expect opportunities for true Torah 
study along with much humor and discussion.  
 

2nd Saturday @ 10:30am—Begins November 12th 
For Russian Speakers Led by Rabbi Ilana Baird 
An exploration of Shabbat prayer and study in Russian.  
 

2nd Saturday @ 10:30am - Begins November 12th 

Makom Yoga Led by Rabbi Laurie Matzkin  
Creating space in body, mind and soul.  
 

3rd Saturday @ 9:30am - Begins November 19th 

A Learning Minyan Led by Rabbi Leslie Alexander 
Delve into the background and development of prayers to learn what 
they mean and why they were included. Discuss the prayers from a 
current perspective sharing feelings, reflections and ideas.  
 

3rd Saturday @ 10:30am - Begins November 19th 

Mindfulness and Meditation Through the Hassidic 
Lens Led by Rabbi Hugh Seid-Valencia 
Participants to find personal meaning in Jewish prayer and discover that 
current spiritual tools are rooted in the traditional Jewish experience. 
 

4th Saturday @ 10:30am - Begins November 26th 

Approachable Torah Led by Rabbi Berkowitz 
Learn to interpret the Torah portion through your own experience and 
spin a drash - a lesson of meaning 
   

Email Rabbi Alexander for more information 
Alexander@beth-david.org 
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Join Us to Laugh, Learn & Lean 

Ladies Who Lunch  
The location for November as reached 
capacity. Please Join us On 
December 8th 
Ladies Who Lunch meets monthly at a 
member’s home. Attendees bring dishes 
to match the month’s theme. We share 
stories, recipes and memories. This is a 
casual, fun opportunity to socialize with 
women of all ages.  

Email Cathy Beyda at  
atlarge4@beth-david.org for details. 

Dames who Dine 
Thursday, 11/17 7:00pm 
Dames Who Dine meets monthly for to 
share a meal and casual socializing at a 
local restaurant. This is an opportunity 
to get to know new people and to catch 
up with old friends. 

Email Cathy Beyda at  
atlarge4@beth-david.org for details. 

A place for women planning meeting 
Thursday, November 3rd @ 7:30pm  

RSVP to Cathy Beyda at atlarge4@beth-david.org 

Young Adults Hanukkah Happiness 
Tuesday, December 6th 

 6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
 

Bring some Hanukkah happiness to the 
residents of Hatikvah House in Campbell (a 
home for developmentally disabled Jewish 
adults) by joining them for an informal 
Hanukkah party (crafts, dreidles, singing, 
and Hanukkah nosh). Then head down 
town to continue your pre-Hanukkah 
happiness at one of the cool pubs in  
Campbell. Email CBD.YA@beth-david.org 
for more information.  

What do you want to do? Ideas for upcoming activities include, Comedy Sportz, Shabbat 
dinners, Reggae Shabbat, wine tasting and more. We want to hear your ideas. Join the steering 
committee and help guide this new group. Email CBD.YA@beth-david.org.  
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Hot for Shabbat 
Every Shabbat @ 12:00pm 

Join the CBD community for a hot, Shabbat 
lunch, and opportunity to schmooze and learn 
with friends old and new! After lunch you can 
select to learn from one of our rotating 
earning sessions (Zohar Havura, Book Club, 
Talmud Exploration, Artist Group)! You’re also 
welcome to attend Shabbat services starting 
at 9:30. Need a ride – email Chuck 
nambuat@comcast.net. free  

A Journey Through Music 
Wednesdays, 11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 

11/30 
A beautiful mini-series with  

Rabbi Laurie Matzkin 
What makes Jewish music 
Jewish? How is today’s music 
connected to its historical roots? 
How can it be used on Shabbat? 
How do different musical styles 
affect our spiritual experience? 
Explore these questions and 
more with a rabbi who has spent her lifetime 
integrating Judaism, music and spirituality. 
Cost: $35/series or $10/class (contact us if 
cost is prohibitive). Please sign up online at 
www.Beth-David.org/RSVP or call the office 
at 408-257-3333.  

Israel Coffee Klatch  
Last Tuesday of the month  

10:30am 
Beginning November 29th 

Coffee, questions and 
conversations about 
the state of our 
Jewish state with Alex 
Drukarev as 
moderator. free  

Tea Time With a Maven 
Second Tuesday of the month @ 2:00pm 

Beginning November 8 th 
Bring your questions related to the topic and schmooze with the maven (Yiddish for a trusted 

expert in a particular field) and friends over tea and sweet nosh. Free. 
 

November 8th  Emergency Preparedness 
Our Maven will be a representative from the Santa Clara County Fire Department to talk about 
emergency preparedness in your home and surroundings.    
 

December 13th   Estates, Trusts & Scamming  
Our maven will be Dave Hoffman to talk about trusts, estates, and scams.  
  

January 10th   Mindful Living  
Our maven, Ilana Nankin will present on the subject of mindfulness.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

  1            30 Tishrei 

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 
3:00pm Yiddish Convo. 

7:00pm Minyan 
7:00pm Introduction to  

  Judaism  

7:30pm Chasing Portraits 

2           1 Cheshvan 

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 
10:15am A Journey Through 

Jewish Music 
4:00pm JEWEL 

7:00pm Minyan 

6           5 Cheshvan 

9:00am Torah Trope 
9:30am JCORE 

9:30am Jewish Experience  
  for Teens  

9:30am Minyan 

10:30am Adult Ed Cmte 
11:00am Jewish  

  Experience for Teens  
1:30pm Cook and Serve  

 meal to homeless w/AAi 

7           6 Cheshvan 

10:00am Intermediate  
  Hebrew 

11:45am Beginning  
  Hebrew 

2:15pm Beginning  

  Hebrew for FSU  
  Émigrés (offsite) 

7:00pm Minyan  

8           7 Cheshvan 

2:00 Tea Time with a 
 Maven 

7:00pm Minyan  
7:00pm Introduction to  

  Judaism  

9           8 Cheshvan 

10:15am A Journey  
  Through Jewish Music 

4:00pm JEWEL 
7:00pm Minyan 

 

13         12 Cheshvan 

9:30am Minyan 
10:00am Bike and Hike 

4:30pm CBD Movie Night 
  – Frisco Kid, with a  

  tribute to Gene Wilder 

14          13 Cheshvan 

10:00am Intermediate  
  Hebrew 

11:45am Beginning 
  Hebrew 

2:15pm Beginning  

  Hebrew for FSU  
  Émigrés (offsite) 

7:00pm Minyan  

15         14 Cheshvan 

3:00pm Yiddish Convo. 
7:00pm Minyan 

7:30pm Program Cmte 

16         15 Cheshvan 

10:15am A Journey  
   Through Jewish Music 

4:00pm JEWEL 
7:00pm Minyan  

20         19 Cheshvan 

9:00am Torah Trope 
9:30am JCORE 

9:30am Jewish Experience  
   for Teens  

9:30am Minyan 

11:00am Jewish  
   Experience for Teens  

21         20 Cheshvan 

10:00am Intermediate  
   Hebrew 

11:45am Beginning  
   Hebrew 

2:15pm Beginning Hebrew 

  for FSU Émigrés (offsite) 
7:00pm Minyan  

22         21 Cheshvan 

7:00pm Minyan  

23         22 Cheshvan 

7:00pm Minyan  

27         26 Cheshvan 

9:30am Minyan 

28          27 Cheshvan 

10:00am Intermediate  
   Hebrew 

11:45am Beginning  
   Hebrew 

2:15pm Beginning Hebrew  

  for FSU Émigrés (offsite) 
7:00pm Minyan 

29         28 Cheshvan 

7:00pm Minyan  

30         29 Cheshvan 

10:15am A Journey  
  Through Jewish Music 

4:00pm JEWEL 
7:00pm Minyan 

7:30pm Board Meeting  

November 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457694&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457695&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457699&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457700&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457701&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457702&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457706&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457707&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457708&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457709&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457713&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457714&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457715&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457716&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457720&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457721&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457722&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457723&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
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Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

3           2 Cheshvan 

7:00pm Minyan  
7:30pm A Place For  

  Women Planning Mtg 

4           3 Cheshvan 

10:00am Talmud Study 
11:15am Jewish Ethics  

5:49pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm TGI Shabbat  

 Service Followed by  

 Potluck Dinner 

5              4 Cheshvan 

9:30am Services/Aufruf Jess  
  Knaster and Linzy Branson 

10:30am Torah Takes The Stage 
12:00pm Hot for Shabbat  

12:00pm Ruah Rally 

12:30pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Experiencing the Zohar 

10          9 Cheshvan 

11:00am Ladies Who  
   Lunch 

7:00pm Minyan  
7:30pm Tequila, Tacos  

  and Talmud Thursdays 

7:45pm Our Inner  
  Impulses: Exploring the  

  Purpose and Power of  
  the Yetzer Hara 

11        10 Cheshvan 

Veterans Day 
10:00am Talmud Study 

11:15am Jewish Ethics  
4:43pm Candle lighting 

6:30pm Services 

12             11 Cheshvan 

9:30am Family Service 
9:30am JCORE 

9:30am Legacy Giving Shabbat 
10:30am Explore Shabbat  

  Prayer For Russian Speakers 

10:30am Makom Yoga 
11:15am Tot Shabbat 

12:00pm Hot for Shabbat  
12:00pm Ruah Rally 

12:30pm Kiddush 
1:30pm Book Discussion Group 

17         16 Cheshvan 

7:00pm Dames who Dine 
7:00pm Minyan  

7:45pm Our Inner  
  Impulses: Exploring the  

  purpose and power of  

  the Yetzer Hara 

18        17 Cheshvan 

10:00am Talmud Study 
11:15am Jewish Ethics  

4:38pm Candle lighting 
6:00pm PJ Shabbat 

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

19             18 Cheshvan 

9:30am A Learning Minyan 
9:30am Services/Sam Pickholtz  

   Bar Mitzvah 
10:30am Haverim 

10:30am Mindfulness and  

  Meditation 
10:30am Youth Congregation 

12:00pm Hot for Shabbat  
12:00pm Ruah Rally 

12:30pm Kiddush 
1:00pm Exploring “The Other  

  Talmud” 

24         23 Cheshvan 

Thanksgiving 
9:00am Minyan  

7:00pm No Evening  
  Minyan 

25        24 Cheshvan 

4:34pm Candle lighting 
6:30pm Services 

26              25 Cheshvan 

9:30am Services/Walter Spector 
  Birthday 

10:30am Approachable Torah 
11:15am Tot Shabbat 

12:00pm Hot for Shabbat  

12:00pm Ruah Rally 
12:30pm Kiddush 

1:30pm CBD Jewish Artists  

   

Upcoming  

 
11/8 @ 2:00pm 

Tea Time with a  
Maven 

 
 
 
11/10 @ 7:30pm 
  Tequila, Tacos and  
 Talmud Thursday  
 
 
 
11/13 @ 10:00am 

Biking Group Meet 
Up and Ride 
 
 

 
11/13 @ 4:30pm  
 CBD Movie Night  
 Mel Brook's Frisco  
 Kid with a tribute to  
 Gene Wilder 
 

 

11/18 @ 1:00pm 
Exploring “The Other 
Talmud” the Talmud 
of Jerusalem  
 
 

 
 

 

https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457696&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457697&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457698&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457703&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457704&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457705&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457710&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457711&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457712&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457717&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457718&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
https://bethdavid.mhsoftware.com/ViewDay.html?span=1&start=2457719&integral=1&dropdown=1&show_stop=0&show_resources=0&calendar_id=29
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Make and Serve Dinner to the Homeless  
with Abrahamic Alliance 

Sunday, November 6th  
Abrahamic Alliance offers a unique opportunity where we, along with 
likeminded Muslims (Pacifica Institute) and Christians (Lincoln Glen 
Church) prepare a meal together for more than 200 homeless in San 
Jose. Join us for the meal prep at Lincoln Glen Church from1:30- 
3:30pm and/or continue to the shelter location to serve and partake 
in the meal service from 3:30 – 6:00pm. You can volunteer at either 
time slot or both. RSVP at http://arcssv2016.eventbrite.com.  

Post Kiddush  
Mitzvah Hour 

Join us for a bit of Shabbes 
social action right after 

Kiddush lunch!  
(approx. 1:30pm) 

 

November 12th   

Painting a Sukkah of Peace 
By Iris Bendahan 

With the sound of the shofar call still echoing from Rosh HaShanah, a beautiful multi-generational group of women 
came back to Beth David the next night for further contemplation for our first “A Place for Women” event.  With the 
gentle guidance of Elizabeth Batson, and a lovely selection of wines to sip, the group considered the meaning of the 
phrase “ha’pores sukkat shalom aleinu”, ‘who spreads over us a sukkah of peace’. Although this passage is recited 
every night in the Maariv service, it seems natural to dig deeper into the meaning of the phrase as we approach 
Sukkot, a time when many of us will spend time in a Sukkah.  

Indeed, why the image of a sukkah, a fragile abode of peace, rather than a 
majestic castle? And what has a Sukkah to do with peace anyway? Needless 
to say, there were as many ideas about this as there were the array of colorful 
bottles of paint Elizabeth brought for us to use to express our visions on paper.   

Of course, most of us were not artists in any way, and at first some of us were 
hesitant about the idea of translating our visions into a physical visual. 
However, there were no rules, and no demands for perfection, and in the end 
all of us found the experience liberating!  Barbara Goldstein described it as 
“very relaxing and meditative. The discussion at the beginning made you think 
about what the topic meant to 
you, and then the actual 
painting was very freeing. It 
was whatever you wanted it to 
be, no right or wrong, just your 
own feeling”. 

During the painting hour, it was amazing how quiet it was – you’d 
expect lots of chit-chat, but everyone was in their own space, trying to 
transform their feelings into bursts of color on to the clean white 
paper. When we completed our creations, we tacked them up on 
boards placed around the central seating area of the mercaz, where 
we were able to sit back, sip some more, and really immerse 
ourselves into the amazing array of feelings put to paper that now 
surrounded us. Alana Goodman expressed that “it was interesting to 
see how our ideas then translated onto the page. The bottles of paint 
were the same for everyone but what we chose to do with them was 
so different, so unique.” 

And so is our hope for CBD’s new “A Place for Women”! We seek to create creative opportunities that allow women 
of all ages to explore and express themselves in different and unique ways. Join us on November 3, to help plan our 
Women’s Shabbat on January 21, Succulent Shvat on February 1, Purim and Passover events in March, and our 
Japanese Tea ceremony on May 7. 

For Alana, the ultimate peace is “a sukkah under the stars, the sand beneath [her] feet, the sound of the nearby surf 
in [her] ears and good food to share.” And though perhaps a beach day is a great idea for a future event, for me, a 
community coming together to pray, plant, play or paint, under the mercaz star is a perfect sukkah of peace.  

http://arcssv2016.eventbrite.com
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Dear Families, 
 

I want to start by telling you how much I’ve enjoyed 
getting to know your children! They are smart, loving 
and funny! They are participating in all our new 
programs and activities. It is a true joy for me to 
interact with them and you. 
 

Our teachers have also been amazing. They are getting 
the students comfortable with a new teacher in a new 
building all the while transitioning them to a new 
Judaica and Hebrew program. Additionally, the teachers 
have communicated to you the classroom and academic 
objectives. Our overarching goals this year include 
Hebrew reading and praying, learning the story of the 
Jewish people and doing mitzvoth as part of our daily 
way of life. We’ll also be focusing this year on our new building as a sacred place and our community as sacred 
people. In order to internalize these ideas and themes we have the students experiencing first hand our rituals 
and using all our senses to do so. We are accomplishing through art projects, cooking, social action projects, 
leading and participating in services. Our children are learning to “do” Judaism. Special thanks to Andrea 
Ammerman who is helping all of us to connect the dots between the past and the present and helping to 
facilitate our Religious School goals and objectives. 
 

Our teen students and madrichim are a very important part of our Sunday morning Religious School. Not only 
do they volunteer to help in our classrooms and do an amazing job at it, but they also get together in study 
groups throughout the morning. The study subjects include current events, Jewish text and values. Our teen 
teaching staff includes Rabbi Ohriner, Rabbi Alexander, Irene Swedroe, Jill Rosenberg and myself. It is a 
pleasure to see them here and enjoy their energy every week. 
 

As we move forward through this wonderful year I am very thankful to be here and become a part of your lives! 
 

Happy Fall! 
Sarah Hanuka, Director of Lifelong Learning 

· Brisket & Latke Dinner, Sufganiyot, Too 

· Joyful Musical Shabbat Service 

· Games, Crafts, & Age Appropriate Drinks for Everyone! 

 

RSVP by 12/8 online at www.Beth-David.org/RSVP  or call the office at 408-257-3333 

adults & children (11+) $20;  children (5-10) $12; tots (0-4) free 
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Rabbi Naomi Levy is a renowned author, and founder and spiritual leader 

of Nashuva, a groundbreaking Jewish outreach organization based in Los 

Angeles. Through Nashuva, Naomi has been involved in drawing hundreds 

of unaffiliated Jews back to a Judaism that is soulful, committed to social 

justice, meaningful, relevant and fun. The Jewish Forward listed Rabbi Levy 

as one of the 50 most influential Jewish leaders in the nation. Newsweek 

Topics include:  
* Repairing Ourselves, Repairing Our World - Friday, January 27th  8:30 - 9:30pm  
* My Life Will Begin When… - Saturday, January 28th  1:30pm - 2:30pm 
* Deepening the Experience of Prayer - Sunday, January 29th  10:00am - 12:00pm  

CBD Movie Night  
Sunday, November 13th  

4:30 - 7:30pm 
 

Mel Brook's Frisco Kid  
with a tribute to Gene Wilder 
 

Popcorn provided. Potluck 
dinner, snacks, and drinks.  
 

Free, but please RSVP online 
at www.beth-david.org/RSVP or call the 
office at 408-257-3333.  

 
 

Presentations & Discussions  
on Judaica 

Everyone is welcome, whether member  
of CBD or visitor, including non-artists. 

 

Saturday, November 26th  

After lunch, approx 1:00pm 
Jeff Warwick will present: 

 Historic and Contemporary 
Jewish Jewelry.  

Feel free to bring yours for 

discussion.  
For more information contact:  

cbd.artists@beth-david.org 
Jeff Warwick, Coordinator 

Biking Group Meet Up  
Sunday, November 13h  

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 

Ride is about 20 miles long 

and leaves from the synagogue 

parking lot.  
 

RSVP online at www.Beth-David.org/RSVP 

or call the office at 408-257-3333 for 

assistance. 

 

Do you know Yiddish? 

Would you like to chat with 

others in Yiddish? 
 

This informal group meets for casual 

conversation, jokes and socializing. Yiddish 

speakers of all levels welcome! 

Upcoming Dates: 
November 1st and 15th @ 3:00 p.m. 

For more information, email  

coordinator, Ruth Bareket, at  

CBD.Yiddish@beth-david.org,  

or call Vivian Herman at 408-257-7760. 

mailto:CBD.Yiddish@beth-david.org
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Happy Birthday 

17th 
Sue Sabes 

Siavash Zohoori 

Mike Drabkin 

Noga Gross 
 

18th 
Tzvia Shelef 

Samuel Schaevitz 

Evan Ohriner 

Janice Torczyner 

Jessica Hirsch 
 

19th 
Susan Green 

Scott Weinstein 
 

20th 
Simone Silver 

Olga Farber 

Louis Kaskowitz 

Lourdes Yashar 

Hadas Ben-David 
 

21st 
Justin Pennypacker 

Ari Fine 

Dorene Kastelman 

Corinne Sherman 
 

22nd 
Judy Paktor 

Natalia Pogrebinsky 

Maya Warwick 

Myron Cagan 
 

23rd 
Walter Spector 

Aurie Bendahan 

23rd 

November  
 

1st 
Jonathan Horovitz 

Scott Hirsch 

Lillian Guggenheim 
 

2nd 
Rhoda Bress 
 

3rd 

Sam Pickholtz 

David Baird 

Dahlia Perahia 
 

4th 
Fred Jacobson 

Leonard Jacobson 

David Linder 
 

5th 
Ruth Kohan 

Jessica Strumza 

David Ammerman 

Penina Stern 

Andrea Ammerman 

Ariel Grosskopf 

Sharoan Jeung 
 

6th 
Renata Zaliznyak 

Andrew Schneider 
 

7th 
Talia Gloster 

Bailey Weinstock 

Jonathan Witkin 
 

8th 
Marcia Hunter 

Laura Holtzman 

Naomi Mutchnik 

8th 
David Tseselsky 

Monique Alexander 

Perry Jeung 
 

10th 
Jeffrey Imas 

Neil Newman 
 

11th 
Wendy J Glasser 

Larry Schwerin 

Moshe Preil 

 

12th 
Marc Levitt 

Linda Weiss 
 

13th 
Val Mandrusov 

Alexander Lazer 
 

14th 
Aurelia Fleck 

Samuel Katz 

David Paktor 

Molly Wolfe 

Leonard Tramiel 
 

15th 
Jeffrey Englander 
 

16th 
David Mooso 

Judy Holtzman 

Mitchell Umansky 

David Barnett 
 

17th 
Jacquelyn Harris 

 
 

November  
2nd 
Michael & Heather Harris 
Sandy & Shelley Taboh 
8th 
Gary & Susan Nankin 
9th 
Allan & Judith Lavetter 
13th 
Arieh & Ruth Schifrin 

Beverly Jacobson 

Janyce Lipson 
 

24th 
Philip Ohriner 

Luba Sherman 
 

25th 
Samuel Clayton 

Glenda Glatstein 

Bram Clayton 

Mallorie Burak 
 

26th 
Daniel Hudson 

Derron Mendel 

Judith Gilford 

Hank Cinnamon 

Ethan Katzir 
 

28th 
Kenneth Wiener 

Gabriel Robinson 

Christopher Clayton 
 

29th 
Daniel Halem 

Martin Weinstein 

Ryan Hittleman 

Amanda Schwartz 

Barbara Weinstein 

Susan Gould 
 

30th 
Marjorie Alpert 

Robin Sabes 

Akiva Lewis 

15th 
Alan & Irene Bricker 
18th 
Jonathan & Marsha Witkin 
Alan & Georgette Tanenbaum 
23rd 
Bill & Natalie Mauskopf 
24th 
Bernard & Paula Klein 

 
25th 
Kenneth Aitchison &  
  Leslie Alexander 
27th 
Steve & Barbara Goldstein 
28th 
Andy & Maureen Schneider 
Michael & Marina Salzman 

Anniversaries  
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THANK YOU! To the following who have  
donated to the Next 50 building campaign 

Your participation is important, not the amount. See your name here!  
(List updated as of October 21, 2016) 

Laura and David Abada 

Cookie Addison & Family 

Davida & Charles Adelberg 

Marilyn & Allan Ader 

Yael & Elie Alcheck 

Monique & Philip Alexander 

Dr. Kenneth Aitchison & Rabbi 

  Leslie Alexander 

Rochelle & Barry Alhadeff 

Andrea and David Ammerman 

Appleman Family 

Judy & Michael Applesmith 

Diane & Doron Aronson 

Wendy Askenas 

James Attar 

Helen & Max Baer 

Ginny & Bob Baird 

David & Rabbi Ilana Baird 

Mishy & Jason Balaban 

Amy & Gary Ball 

Ruth & Noah Bareket 

Muriel & David Barnett 

Elizabeth & Jim Batson 

Betty Becker 

Galina & Alex Belogolovsky 

Iris & Joseph Bendahan 

Renee & Jacob Ben-David 

Mindy & Rabbi Allan Berkowitz 

Mary Jo & Alan Bernard 

Marlene & Phil Bernstein 

Cathy & William Beyda 

Barbara Biran 

Marjorie Bischoff 

Roberta & Jeremy Bloom 

Ellyn & Kenneth Bloomfield 

The Blumenthal Family 

Judy & Brett Borah 

Rhoda & Martin Bress 

Sandi & Kenneth Bretz 

Ruth & Victor Brill 

Bayla & Abe Bromberg 

Douglas Brook 
Linda & Barry Brummer 

Marlene & Marshall Burak 

Nestor Cabrales 

Felissa & Myron Cagan 

Carol & Chris Cassell 

The Checkman Family 

Seema Cicerone 

Lori Kramer Cinnamon 

Diane & Bert Clement 

Judith & Lawrence Cohn 

Joanne & Harry Cornbleet 

Jillian Cosgrave 

Lynn Crocker 

Jerry Daniel 

Barbara (Babs) J. W. Davis 

Karen & Jacob Deloumi 

Eleanor & Lloyd Dickman 

Sandra & Morris Dolmatch 

Lou Dombro 

Phillip Doppelt  

Dorothy & Richard Dorsay 

Galina & Mike Drabkin 

Herb Dreifuss 

Danielle & Hank Drew 

Lory & Alexander Drukarev 

Susan Greenberg-Englander &  

  Jeffrey Englander 

Miriam Engel 

Deborah Estreicher 

Rhonda Farber 

Hillary & Stanley Farkas 

Dina Fayngold 

Jan & Bryan Ferguson 

Cary & Adrian Feria 

Harriet & Don Fernandez 

Donald Field 

Karen & Melvin Fihn 

Debbie & Bob Fils 

Sofia Filshtinsky 

Reneé & Howard Fine 

Ziva & David Fishman 

Aurelia & Frank Fleck 

Kama Fletcher 

Kate & Jeffrey Fox 

Donna & Steven Frankel 

Liya Freydin 

Rosemary & Stephen Frieden 

Julia & Adam Fuks 

Sandi & David Gaertner 

Ricki Lee & Neal Gafter 

Emily & Howard Gannes 

Susan & Lee Gavens 

Daisy Gelb 

Ann Graubart Gershanov 

Lee & Al Ghan 

Rachel & Eli Gild 

Judy & David Gilford 

Ruth & Edward Gipstein 

Rakhil Karasik & Viktor Gitis 

Wendy J. & Lance Glasser 

Glenda & Harry Glatstein 

Gaelle Glickfield 

Jane & Robert Glicksman 

Myrna Gluck 

Genya & Yakov Glukhovsky 

Ellen & Harvey Gold 

Jane & Michael Gold 

Denise & Martin Goldberg 

Sondra & Alex Goldberger 

Hava Goldman 

Sheila & Howard Goldstein 

Isaac Goldstein 

Barbara & Stephen Goldstein & Family 

Vivian & Sherman Golub 

Alana & Grant Goodman 

Norma & David Goorvitch 

Janie & Greg Gotlib 

Rhonda Raider & Donald Gould 

Joseph Grapa 

Cheryl Graubart 

Dave Graubart 

Barbara & Arye Green 

Helaine & Stephen Green 

Ann Greenspan 

Karen & Allen Guggenheim 

Susan & Clifford Gutterman 

Maxine and Robert Halem 

Joyce & Bill Halper 

Nathan Handelsman 

Sarah & Yonothan Hanuka 

Harel Family 

Wendy & David Harris 

CBD Hazak 

Vivian Herman 

Monica Hernandez 

Laurie Himelstein 

Bonnie & Lee Hirsch 

Debby & David Hoffman 

Dr. Melinda Reynard & Steve Hoffman 

Sharon & Amir Horovitz 

Marcia Hunter 

Janet & David Hurwitz 

Madelyn & Dov Isaacs 

Beverly & Fred Jacobson 

Jane & Len Jacobson 

Carol Jeans, The Sereno Group 

Lori & Daniel Kahn 

Renee & Jeffrey Kanel 

Marcia Kaplan 

Ellen & Steven Karel 

Evan Kass 

Stephanie & Ian Kass & Family 

Marlene Kass 

Rudi & Jeff Katz 

Shoshana Wolf & Jonathan Katz 

Doris & Stanley Katz 

Bonnie Kehl 

Carol & Roland King 
Lynne & Stephen Kinsey 

Morrie Kirschen 

Eleanor & Ed Kiss 

Jacqueline & Charles Klein 

Susan & Thomas Klein 
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Barbara & Scott Knaster 

Ruth A. Kohan 

Caryn & Ben Kovar 

Anna Kraus 

Judith & Israel Krongold 

Jan Krum 

Raisa and Vladimir Kukuyev 

Marina and Maels Kuperman 

Lauren Flato & Steven Labovitz 

Al Lampell 

Rachel Schwab & Chet Lanctot 

Suzanne & Dave Larky 

 Judith & Allan Lavetter 

Lorna Borenstein & David Lawee 

Tracy Lee 

Benjamin Leitner 

Susan & Michael Leitner 

Jeanette & Stuart Lerner 

Loretta & Edward Levin 

Judy & Gordon Levin 

Bernard Levine 

Susan & Mark Levine 

Fay Levinson 

Paula Barbarito-Levitt & Marc E.  

     Levitt 

Gloria & Ken Levy 

Mimi & Reuben Levy 

Sheryl & Eric Lewis 

Elizabeth and Joe Lichy 

Andrea & Steven Linder 

Tanya Lorien 

Shelley & Ken Luskey 

Enid Malkin 

Sue & Ron Maltiel 

Tamar & Leeor Mamou 

Vered Marash 

Doysa Markova 

Miriam & Charles Marr 

Natalie & William Mauskopf 

Howard May, DDS 

Dan Maydan 

Sandy & David Mayer 

Tamar & George Mednick 

Lydia Mednick 

Sylvia & Michael Meltzer 

Holly & David Mendel 

Aileen Menkin 

Elizabeth & William Menkin 

Sylvia & Leonard Metz 

Dalia & Alvin Milgram 

Ruth Miller  

Bonnie Slavitt Moore & Jack Moore 

Janine & Austin Moore 

Cohava & Jacob (Kobi) Mor 

Vanina J. Sandel Mutchnik &  

   Sharon Mutchnik 

Susan & Gary Nankin 

Ronee & Ike Nassi 

Josephine & Scott Nelson 

Nancy & Marty Newman 

Phyllis & Neil Newman 

Jenifer & Evan Ohriner 

Rabbis Shoshana & Philip Ohriner 

Crystal & Mendy Ouzillou 

Alice Wald & Paul Overmyer 

Judy & David Paktor 

Minda & Richard Parrish 

Andrew Passett 

Lori Passett & Family 

Robin D. Penn 

Evette & David Pennypacker 

Susannah & Karl Pfalzer 

Joelle Pluemer 

Margie & Howard Pomerantz 

Marilyn Popper 

Rabbi Daniel Pressman 

Emma & Gregory Prokter 

Julie Tardos & William Province 

Susan Murai Raider & Andrew Raider 

Lena & Jussi Rajna 

Judie & Benjamin Ram 

Thelma Ramm 

Sheryl & Martin Rattner 

Robin & Martin Rauchwerk 
Susan & Ron Remba 

Svetlana and Alexander Ring 

Orit & Paul Riskin 

Robinson Family 

Bettina & Daniel Rosenberg 

Jill & Josh Rosenberg 

Gloria & Theodore Rosenblume 

Susan & Allen Rosenzweig 

Rothstein Family 

Riva Rubnitz 

Alison & Ron Ruebusch 

Robin Sabes 

Marina & Michael Salzman 

Christel Sanders 

Felicia & Michael Schaffer 

Cyndi Sherman & Steve Schleimer 

Rita & Steve Schlosser 

Maureen and Andrew Schneider 

Natalie M. Schriger 

Myrtle & Joel Schwartz 

Myra & Pete Schwartz 

Roberta & Martin Schwartz 

Marilyn Sefchovich 

Jerome Shapiro 

Tzvia & Reuven Shelef 

Susan Cohen & Leonard Shen 

Inna Sigal & Alexander Shlifshteyn 

Sima Shore 

Haya & Shmuel Shottan 

Shmuel Shultz 

Yulia Shvarts 

Lil Silberstein 

Ken Silver 

Sandra Silver 

Barbara & David Silverstein 

Michal Strutin & Michael Sinensky 

Blanka & Art Singer 

Nancy & Dan Skilken 

Morris and Fannie Skilken Family  

  Foundation 

Liza & Ilya Slain 

Anna & Mikhail Slutsky 

Kenneth Solnit 

Ann & Joseph Sorger 

Irene & Walter Spector 

Stephanie & Peter Spielvogel 

Kitty Steinborn 

Lisa & Nathan Stein 
Cheryl Zatkin-Steres & George Steres 

Penina & Herman Stern 

Joan & Henry Stone 

Bonnie & Lee Stone 

Rama & Arieh Strod 

Meryle & Howard Sussman 

Irene & Bob Swedroe & Family 

Susan Gould & Rami Tabibian 

Rochelle & Sander Taboh 
Georgette & Alan Tanenbaum 
Barbara & Chuck Taubman 

Ann & Rick Tavan 

Evelyn Tavan 

Irina & Gene Tenberg 

Support provided by Tides Foundation 

Helen Tieger 

Nazgol & Shelley Timmins 

Janice & Robert Torczyner 
Jane Troflianin 

Aline Usim 

Cara & Ronen Vainish 

Sima Vishnevsky 

Tal Volinsky 

Reenie Wagner 

Marjorie Alpert & Jeff Warwick 

Barbie & Martin Weinstein 

Sheila & Marty Weisberg 

Carol & Jeffrey Weiss 

Harriet & Frank Weiss 

Linda & Joseph Weiss & Family 

Gayle & Arthur Weissbrodt 

Pat & Alan Werba 

Nancy & Kenneth Wiener 

Drs. Carol & Terry Winograd 

Marsha & John Witkin 

Elise & Dennis Wolf 

Roni & Andy Wolfe 

Wendy Wu 

Patty Yalowich 

Yanovsky Family 

Lourdes & Frank Yashar 

Rhoda & Larry Yelowitz 

Liliya & Igor Yunerman 

Rimma Zaraysky 

Zimberoff Family Trust 

Beryl Zimberoff 

Phyllis & Jerry Zis 
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Contributions 
Contributions are vital to the life of our community. We acknowledge the gifts received  
between August 1 – September 30, 2016 from the following individuals and families. 

Congregation Beth David, from Stephen & Helaine  

  Green 

Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, in honor of the marriage of  

  your daughter, Emily & Guy Shani, from Harry &  

  Glenda Glatstein 

Howard May, in memory of your father, Albert May,  

  from Jack Moore & Bonnie Slavitt Moore 

In honor of Jack Moore & Bonnie Slavitt Moore, from  

  Patty Hughes 

In memory of my father, Abraham Salzberg, from 

  Natalie Mauskopf 

In memory of my father, Michael Eichis, from Faina  

  Eichis 

In memory of my father, Morad Eshaghoff, from  

   Esmail & Ima Eshaghoff 

In memory of my husband, Howard Kaplan, from  

  Christel Sanders 

In memory of my mother-in-law, Stella Cicerone, from  

  Seema Cicerone 

In memory of my sister, Judy Katz, from Sheila  

  Weisberg 

In memory of my sister, Laraine Lindenbaum, from  

  Bonnie Ashkenazi 

In memory of my uncle, Arthur Milbert, from William  

  Mauskopf 

In memory of my uncle, Samuel Schneider, from   

  Natalie Mauskopf 

Annual Campaign  
Barbara and Charles Taubman, Congratulations on 50 

years of marriage. Here's to many more! from  

  Arline Salbe 

In memory of my cousin, Tina Berman, from Sheila  

  Weisberg 
 

Balk Family Camp Scholarship Fund 
Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  wedding anniversary, from Martin & Roberta  

  Schwartz 

In memory of my father, Alex Taubman, from Charles  

  Taubman 

In memory of my mother, Stella Salba, from Barbara  

  Taubman 
 

Congregation Beth David Bible and Siddur and 

Mahzor Fund 
In memory of my father, Saul Hoffman, from David  

   Hoffman 

In memory of my mother, Erna Strauss, from Michael  

   & Sylvia Meltzer 
 

Congregation Beth David Capital Campaign 
Cara Vainish, in honor of your birthday on August 

  19th, from Bernard & Paula Klein 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  wedding anniversary, from Marilyn Sefchovich 

The Great Chair Roundup  
Douglas Brook 

Linda & Barry Brummer 

Carol Cassell 

Deborah & David Hoffman 

Jacqueline & Charles Klein 

Tanya Lorien 

Sandra & David Mayer 

Elizabeth & William Menkin 

Bonnie Slavitt Moore &  

 Jack Moore 

Andrew Passett 

Robin & Martin Rauchwerk 

Liza & Ilya Slain 

Lisa & Nathan Stein 

Georgette & Alan Tanenbaum 

Patricia & Alan Werba 

  

Mark and Andria Grodzinsky, and their children Sam,  
    Molly and Ben 
 

Norman and Sarah Rosenberg recently moved from  
    Potomac MD to be closer to their family! 
 

Louis and Alexa Kaskowitz, and their children Ravi,  
    Elias and Rose 
 

Rhonda W. is a recent young widow who is excited  
    about joining CBD, being involved in Havurah, and  
    meeting new people! 
 

Barry Shimelfarb, and his children Adam and Jacob 
 

Akiva and Sharon Lewis, and their children Maya  
    and Ava 
 

Daniel Hudson, and his child David Hudson 
 

Omid and Carla Khakshoor, and their child Anael 
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Contributions (Continued) 

In memory of my grandmother, Chaya Waisman, from  

  Alex Belogolovsky 

In memory of my grandmother, Sara Foerder, from  

  Diane Aronson 

In memory of my mother, Anna Lasarev, from Galina  

  Belogolovsky 

In memory of my mother, Frances Gage, from Ruth  

  Brill 

In memory of my mother, Mary Goldberg, from Ruth  

  Gipstein 

In memory of my mother, Sandra Lerner, from Stuart  

  Lerner 

In memory of my nephew, Thomas Buhler, from  

  Dr. William Hubka 

In memory of my wife, Lois Helene Hubka, from  

  Dr. William Hubka 

In memory of Ted Hirschklau, from Michael & Larri  

   Deane Hirschklau 

In memory Ruth's brother, Gerald Goldberg, from  

  Edward & Ruth Gipstein 

Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies  

  and father, Joseph Potter Davies, Jr., from George   

  Steres & Cheryl Zatkin-Steres 

Jerome Zis, in memory of your wife, Phyllis Zis, from  

  Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 

Joel Zussman, in memory of your wife, Marianne, from  

  Leonard & Jane Jacobson 

Nathan Kallman, in honor of your 95th birthday, from  

  Sandra Dolmatch 

Sandra Mayer, for refuah sheleimah, from Leonard &  

  Jane Jacobson 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Harry & Joanne Cornbleet 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Leonard & Sylvia Metz 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Leonard & Jane Jacobson 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Roland & Carol King 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Tanya Lorien 

Sandra Silver, for refuah sheleimah, from Edward &  

  Eleanor Kiss 

Stephen & Helaine Green, in honor of your  

  granddaughter, Colette Grace Powell, from Barbara  

  & Alan Nobler 
 

Director of Lifelong Learning Disc. Fund 
Barbara Biran, thank you for tutoring Evan Spielvogel, 

  from Peter & Stephanie Spielvogel 
 

Congregation Beth David Capital Campaign 
Jane Gold, in memory of your father, Joseph Potter  

  Davies, Jr., from Seema Cicerone 

Jane Gold, in memory of your father, Joseph Potter  

     Davies, Jr., from Jack Moore & Bonnie Slavitt Moore 

Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies,  

  from Jack Moore & Bonnie Slavitt Moore 

Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies,  

  from Ken & Donna Wirt 

Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies,  

  from Stephen & Helaine Green 

Jerome Zis, in memory of your wife, Phyllis Zis, from  

  Charles & Miriam Marr 

Jerome Zis, in memory of your wife, Phyllis, from  

  Charles & Barbara Taubman 

Mrs. Sandra April, in memory of Arnold April, loving  

  Husband, Father & Grandfather, from Jerome &  

  Hindy Ganeles 

Sandra Mayer, in loving memory of your father,  

  Morrie Kirschen, from Jack Moore & Bonnie Slavitt  

  Moore 

Sandra Mayer, in loving memory of your father,  

  Morrie Kirschen, from Jeffrey & Renee Kanel 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your beloved father,  

  Morrie Kirschen, from Bob & Ellen Tobin 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Arye & Barbara Green 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Harry & Glenda Glatstein 
 

Congregation Beth David Endowment Fund 
In memory of my father, Seymour Klein, from Charles 

  Klein 

In memory of my wife, Sonia Mehler, from Robert  

  Mehler 
 

Congregation Beth David Fund 
Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Alan & Mary Jo Bernard 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Edward & Eleanor Kiss 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, mazal tov on your 50th  

  wedding anniversary, from Abe & Bayla Bromberg 

Congregation Beth David, for refuah sheleimah, from  

  Igor & Marina Gopp 

Congregation Beth David, from Michael & Elaine  

  Hamilton 

In memory of Joseph, Maria, Fania, and Simon, from  

  Mark & Ludmila Derkach 

In memory of Edward's mother, Bessie Gipstein,  

   from Edward & Ruth Gipstein 

In memory of my father-in-law, Sam Sofris, from  

  Sandra Dolmatch 
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Charles & Barbara Taubman, mazal tov on your 50th  

  wedding anniversary, from Charles & Miriam Marr 

Congregation Beth David, from Jeffrey Englander &  

  Susan Greenberg-Englander 

Congregation Beth David, from Judy Holtzman 

Congregation Beth David, from Tatyana Ovchinnikova 

David & Sandra Mayer & Family, in memory of your  

  father, Morrie Kirschen, an outstanding and  

  wonderful man, from Israel & Judith Krongold 

Dov & Madelyn Isaacs, in honor of Emily Isaacs'  

  marriage, from David & Deborah Hoffman 

Harvey & Ina Checkman, mazal tov on your 50th  

  anniversary, from Stephen & Lynne Kinsey 

Harvey & Ina Checkman, mazal tov on your 50th  

  wedding anniversary, from Charles & Miriam Marr 

In honor of Rabbi Daniel Pressman, from Dov &  

  Madelyn Isaacs 

In honor of Rabbi Philip Ohriner, from Dov &  

  Madelyn Isaacs 

In memory Barry's mother, Zita Brummer, from Barry  

  & Linda Brummer 

In memory of Daniel & Eva Freudenthal, from Paul  

  Freudenthal 

In memory of my aunt, Molly Ungar, from Joel  

  Schwartz 

In memory of my aunt, Pauline Lasner, from Ike &  

  Ronee Nassi 

In memory of my brother, Arthur Ashkenaz, from  

  Minda Schwartz 

In memory of my father, Maynard Levin, from Marilyn 

  Sefchovich 

In memory of my father, Moshe Feizzadeh, from  

  Enayat Feizzadeh 

In memory of my friend, Sarra Morden, from Myrtle  

  Schwartz 

In memory of my husband, Raymond Schwartz, from  

  Minda Schwartz 

In memory of my mother, Carol Cassell, from Chris  

  Cassell 

In memory of my mother, Ruth Erman, from Phyllis  

  Zis 

In memory of my sister, Alice Conn, from Arthur  

  Weissbrodt 

In memory of our brother-in-law, Isac Barocas, from  

  Ike & Ronee Nassi 

In memory Ronee's mother, Ruth Howard, from Ike &  

  Ronee Nassi 

Iris Bendahan, thank you for visiting Bryan, from Joel  

  & Myrtle Schwartz 

Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies  

  and father, Joseph Potter Davies, Jr., from Marilyn  

  Sefchovich 

Jewish Education Program/JET Scholarship Fund 
Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Herman & Phyllis Burdman 

Iris Bendahan, in appreciation for visiting Bryan, from  

  Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

Jerome Zis, in memory of your wife, Phyllis Zis, from  

  Herman & Phyllis Burdman 
 

Kiddush Lunch 
Sponsor kiddush lunch on August 20, 2016, in honor of 

  Merav's Bat Mitzvah, from Nimrod & Dorit Tzori 

Sponsor kiddush lunch on August 27, 2016, in honor of  

  Ben's Bar Mitzvah, from Daniel & Lori Kahn 

Co-sponsor kiddush on September 10, 2016, in honor  

  of Chuck & Barbara Taubman's 50th anniversary,  

  from Dina Fayngold, Maya Chernis, Helen & Yakov  

  Stolen, Yulia Shvarts, Kamilla & Samuel Lif, &  

  Liya Freydin. 

Sponsor kiddush lunch on September 17, 2016, in  

  honor of Evan's Bar Mitzvah, from Peter &  

  Stephanie Spielvogel 

Sponsor kiddush lunch on September 24, 2016, in  

  honor of Colette's baby naming, from Stephen &  

  Helaine Green 

Sponsor Kiddush lunch on Succot in honor of Rabbi  

  Pressman, Rabbi Ohriner, Rabbi Alexander and  

  Succot, from Dov and Madelyn Isaacs  

Alexander Drukarev, thank you for visiting Brian, from  

  Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

Barbara Taubman, in celebration of your birthday,  

  from Howard & Emily Gannes 

Betty Becker, in appreciation for visiting Bryan, from  

  Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

Betty Becker, thank you for visiting Bryan, from Joel &  

  Myrtle Schwartz 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in celebration of your  

  50th Anniversary, from Jeffrey & Clara Imas 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor in honor of your  

  50th wedding anniversary, from Martin & Sheryl  

  Rattner 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Rhonda Farber 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Ike & Ronee Nassi 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Marcia Kaplan 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Viktor Gitis & Rakhil Karasik 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, mazal tov of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Stephen & Lynne Kinsey 

Contributions (Continued) 
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Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Martin & Nancy Newman 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Marcia Kaplan 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Marilyn Sefchovich 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Paul Overmyer & Alice Wald 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Seema Cicerone 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Vivian Herman 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from William & Cathy Beyda 

Sandy Mayer and Family, in fond memory of your  

  amazing Father, Morrie Kirschen, from Robin D.  

  Penn  

Stephen & Lynne Kinsey, thank you for visiting Bryan,  

  from Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

The Ohriner Family, Mazel Tov on Kobi's big  

  milestone, from Robin D. Penn 
 

K'vod Hamet 
Susan Gavens, thank you for your assistance with  

  helping fellow congregants, from Norman & Rachel  

  Abramovitz 
 

March of the Living Fund 
Jussi & Lena Rajna, in honor of your 50th wedding  

  anniversary, from Miriam Engel 

Noah Bareket, in honor of your 40th anniversary, from  

  Barry & Linda Brummer 

Jussi & Lena Rajna, mazal tov on your 50th! from  

  Leonard & Sylvia Metz 

In memory of our mothers and grandmothers,  

  Jacqueline Stone and Francine Shapiro, from Neil,  

  Sandy & Deborah Shapiro 

In memory of my grandfather, Sigmund Fisch, from  

  Alice Wald 

In memory of my grandmother, Amalia Schneider  

  Fisch, from Alice Wald 

In memory of my uncle, Adolf Fisch, from Alice Wald 

In memory of my husband, Samuel Engel, from  

  Miriam Engel 

In memory of my aunt, Helen Herskovitz, from Barry  

  Brummer 
 

Milton Itzkowitz Fund for Emigres 
In memory of my grandfather, Chaim Kessler, from  

  Charles Klein 

Miriam Gannes Memorial Reading Program 
Congregation Beth David, from Howard & Emily  

  Gannes 
 

Kiddush Lunch 
Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies,  

  from Lance & Wendy J Glasser 

Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies,  

  from Seema Cicerone 

Jerome Zis, I am so sorry for the loss of your dear  

  Phyllis, from Vivian Herman 

Jerome Zis, in loving memory of your wife, Phyllis,  

  from Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

Jerome Zis, in memory of your wife, Phyllis Zis, from  

  Marilyn Sefchovich 

Joel Zussman & Family, in memory of your wife, from  

  Stephen & Lynne Kinsey 

Jussi & Lena Rajna, mazal tov on your 50th  

  anniversary! from Abe & Bayla Bromberg 

Karen Deloumi & Michael Deloumi, thank you for  

  visiting Bryan, from Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

Marshall Burak, Congratulations on your 80th  

  birthday! from Barry & Linda Brummer 

Marshall Burak, in honor of Marshall Burak's 80th  

  birthday, from Ike & Ronee Nassi 

Marshall Burak, in honor of your 80th birthday, from  

  Howard & Emily Gannes 

Marshall Burak, in honor of your 80th birthday, from  

  Vivian Herman 

Marshall Burak, in honor of your birthday, from  

  Marcia Kaplan 

Marshall Burak, in honor of your birthday, from  

  Rhonda Farber 

Minda Schwartz, thank you for visiting Brian, from  

  Joel & Myrtle Schwartz 

Neil Shapiro, in memory of your mother, Francine  

  Shapiro, from Martin & Nancy Newman 

Pamela Levin, in honor of your milestone birthday,  

  from Joe & Linda Weiss 

Rabbi Philip Ohriner, thank you for your support in our  

  granddaughter Hailey's baby naming, from Joe &  

  Linda Weiss 

Richard Tavan, in honor of your humanitarian award,  

  from Martin & Sheryl Rattner 

Sandra Mayer, in fond memory of Morrie Kirschen,  

  from David & Deborah Hoffman 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Dr. Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Natalie Schriger 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Charles & Miriam Marr 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Ike & Ronee Nassi 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Joe & Linda Weiss 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Martin & Rhoda Bress 

Contributions (Continued) 
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  Kirschen, from Lance & Wendy J Glasser 

Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

  Kirschen, from Barry & Linda Brummer 
 

Religious School Myuchad Fund 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Natalie Schriger 

Jerome Zis, in memory of your wife, Phyllis Zis, from  

  Natalie Schriger 

In memory of our mothers & grandmothers, Jacqueline  

  Stone and Francine Shapiro, from Neil, Sandy &  

  Deborah Shapiro 

In memory of my beloved mothers, Esther Schriger &  

  Annabel Smiley Moskowitz, from Natalie Schriger 

In memory of my aunt, Jeanne Feldman, from Harriet  

  Weiss 

In memory of my mother, Carolyn Yalowich, from  

  Patty Hughes 
 

Robert E. Levinson Memorial Library Fund 
Jerome Zis, in memory of your wife, Phyllis Zis, from  

  Fay Levinson & Joe Vela 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Martin & Corinne Sherman 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Jeffrey & Rudi Katz 

In memory of my father, Louis Kiss, from Edward Kiss 

In memory of Eleanor's father, Julius Schweitzer, from  

  Edward & Eleanor Kiss 
 

Varadi Youth Education Fund 
Rose Orenstein, for refuah sheleimah, from Andrew & 

Judith Varadi 

 

Rabbi Alexander Discretionary Fund 
Rabbi Leslie Alexander, thank you for your kind  

  services for Phyllis, from Jerome Zis 

Jane Gold, in memory of your mother, Audria Davies,  

  from Barry & Rochelle Alhadeff 

In memory of my father, Mortimer Martin, from Susan  

  Rosenzweig 

In memory of my mother, Esther Rosenzweig, from  

  Allen Rosenzweig 

In memory of my wife, Ruth Dreifuss, from Herbert  

  Dreifuss 
 

Rabbi Ohriner Discretionary Fund 
Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Louis Dombro 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Ann Gershanov 

Dr. Harry Cornbleet, thank you for mentoring Evan  

  Spielvogel, from Peter & Stephanie Spielvogel 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Jack & Marilyn Goodman 

Charles & Barbara Taubman, in honor of your 50th  

  anniversary, from Igor & Dina Yevelev 

Rabbi Philip Ohriner, thank you for our kind services  

  for Phyllis, from Jerome Zis 

Rabbi Philip Ohriner, in honor of Kobi Ohriner  

  Upshirin, from Charles & Miriam Marr 

Jerome Zis & Family, in memory of your wife, Phyllis  

  Zis, from Sandy & Shelley Taboh 

In memory of our mothers & grandmothers, mothers &  

  grandmothers, Jacqueline Stone and Francine  

  Shapiro, from Neil, Sandy & Deborah Shapiro 

In memory of my grandmother, Rachel Zacher, from  

  Daniel Rosenberg 

In memory of my sister, Nechama Lif, from Samuel Lif 

In memory of my father-in-law, Leon Polidi, from  

  Lydia Polidi 

In memory of my husband, Peysakh Freydin, from  

  Liya Freydin 

In memory of my father, Solomon Lif, from Samuel  

  Lif 

In memory of my wife, Ruth Dreifuss, from Herbert  

  Dreifuss 

In memory of my grandfather, David Zacher, from  

  Daniel Rosenberg 

In memory of my sister, Ruth Levine, from Ann  

  Gershanov 

In memory of my husband, Harold Graubart, from Ann  

  Gershanov 
 

Rama Strod Education Fund 
Sandra Mayer, in memory of your father, Morrie  

Contributions (Continued) 

BALK FAMILY MEMORIAL  
CAMP SCHOLARSHIP  

We are now accepting nominations for summer 2017 
resident camp scholarships funded by the Balk Family 
Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund.  
 

This fund perpetuates the memory and ideals of Beth 
David members Sheldon and Melvina Balk and their 
sons, Richard and David Balk. We seek to capture and 
light the spirit of Judaism in our youth, especially those 
who may seem apathetic about Jewish activities.  
 

We offer substantial aid, not based on academic results 
or activities, but, rather, to awaken a student’s Jewish 
identity. We give preference to first time campers.  
 

Please call Chuck Taubman at 408-257-3251 to learn 
how to submit a nomination (the due date is 1/13/17).  
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Donor(s): (If donor is a Beth David member, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

       Street      City   State   Zip 

In honor/memory of_________________________________________________________________________________  

Acknowledge this donation to: (If acknowledgement goes to Beth David members, you may leave address blank) 

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________  

         Street      City   State   Zip 

Donation Amount $_________ or check one of the following:________$18 ________$36 ________ $72 _______$108 

_____ The Next 50  

   Capital Campaign  

Billing: (Choose One) 

______ Check/Payment attached, please process directly 

______ Bill my account for the above amount and process immediately. Account # _____________ 

Note: For a complete list of designated funds, please call the office at 408-257-3333  

_____ Annual  

   Campaign  
_____ Area of  

   Greatest Need  

 

Officers  

 President     Dan Skilken     president@beth-david.org 
 Executive VP    Bill Beyda    executivevp@beth-david.org 
 VP, Administration   Sandra Mayer   adminvp@beth-david.org 
 VP, Education    Lori Kahn    educationvp@beth-david.org 
 VP, Finance     Andrew Passett    financevp@beth-david.org 
 VP, Membership    Jeff Warwick   membershipvp@beth-david.org 
 VP, Ritual     David Fishman   ritualvp@beth-david.org 
 Recording Secretary   Madelyn Isaacs   recsecretary@beth-david.org 
 Treasurer     Ian Kass     treasurer@beth-david.org 
 Financial Secretary   Ron Ruebusch     finsecretary@beth-david.org 

Social Action Chair     Carol Cassell 
Youth Chair      Sharon Horovitz 
Facilities Chair     Lee Hirsch 
Finance Rep      Bill Halper 
Adult Education Rep    Susan Rojo 
Program Chair     Barbara Green 
Sisterhood Rep     Barbara Knaster 
Men’s Club Rep     Art Singer 

Immed. Past President David Hoffman 
Director at Large    Elizabeth Batson 
Director at Large    Opher Harel 
Director at Large    Bonnie Slavitt Moore 
Director at Large    Cathy Beyda 
Director at Large    Jill Rosenberg 
Director at Large    Allison Ruebusch  

General 
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Did you know the D’var is available online?  
Help us save resources and money. Stop receiving a hard copy of D’var. Email dvar@beth-david.org.  

Netivot Haneshamah: Pathways of the Soul 
New Sessions Begin November 5th 
Each Netivot Haneshamah session is guided by a community Rabbi or an 
expert on the topic offered. All teens and adults of any age, interest and 
background are invited and welcome. You do not need to have any 
experience with any of the subjects, if you are interested, simply attend! 
See page 10 

Hot for Shabbat 
Every Shabbat, Starting November 5th  12:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Join the CBD community for a hot, Shabbat lunch, and an opportunity to schmooze and learn with 
friends old and new! After lunch you can select to learn from one of our rotating learning sessions 
(Zohar Havura, Book Club, Talmud Exploration, Artist Group)! You’re also welcome to attend Shabbat 
services starting at 9:30 a.m. See page 13 

Our Inner Impulses:  
Exploring the Purpose and Power of the Yetzer Hara 
Begins Thursday, November 10th  7:45 - 9:30 p.m.  
What causes us to act in ways that are in dissonance with our values and beliefs? 
How do we understand these impulses and direct them in positive ways? Join 
Rabbi Ohriner as we explore the Jewish understanding of the Yetzer Hara.  
See page 9 


