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“We all deserve a home away from home that we can be proud of, worthy of the 
mission we have executed so well over fifty years, with the facilities 

we need to support our expanding programs and attract new 
members who  share our excitement about the next fifty.” 

-  AN N & RICK TAVAN



We build on a firm foundation
We are grateful that Beth David’s first generation was visionary, 
dedicated, tenacious, and generous in building our current home. 
It took wholehearted giving and untold effort. The next phase is 
possible because of their work.

We build on success
For 50 years, Beth David’s walls have encompassed worship and 
study. Fellowship and outreach. Brisses and baby namings. B’nai 
mitzvah, weddings and funerals. Communal gatherings and 
concerts. Food banks and shelter.

We build for renewed vision and new needs
Success brings new challenges. One is adapting to Silicon Valley 
Jewish life in the 21st century. We need more space. We need 
different kinds of space. The plans for our renewed building come 
from our vision for our kehillah kedoshah, our sacred community.

Celebrate Our Family’s Growth
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FOR 50 YEARS,  BETH DAVID 
HAS THRIVED,  GROWN, AND 
DIVERSIFIED.  We have flourished in 
the quality and variety of our programs. 
We have been forward thinking in our 
vision and our responsiveness to diverse 
constituencies. We have earned national 
recognition for our innovation and creativity. 
We have been welcoming and accessible. 

As I approach retirement, I am thrilled at the 
opportunity to transform our building and 
what it will mean for Beth David’s future. 
It feels like a culmination of much that I’ve 
tried to accomplish over the past 33 years. 
If we all stretch to give at our capacity—or 
perhaps a little more—we will enjoy the new 
possibilities that our renewed home will 
provide. I urge you to join me in digging 
deep to invest in Beth David’s next 50 years.

FROM RABBI PRESSMAN

“When we use the present synagogue 
facilities, we stand on the shoulders of 
those who came before us and provided 
a strong foundation to stand on.  It’s our 
responsibility to provide equally strong 
shoulders for our children to stand on by 
supporting the ‘Next 50 Campaign.’” 
-  JUDY & BRETT BORAH
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AS WE JOURNEY INTO THE NEXT 
50 YEARS in the life of Beth David, our 
renovated building will help us meet the needs 
of a 21st century kehillah kedoshah (sacred 
community). With more and different kinds of 
space, we can nurture relationships between 
members of all ages. We can provide traditional 
and contemporary opportunities that inspire our 
members to grow in their connection to Torah, 
God and community. 

A modern kehillah kedoshah should physically 
and spiritually feel like home. This is why our 
remodel will include a mercaz (center) that 
will function like a “living room”—a space to sit 
and schmooze with one another, read a Jewish 
newspaper or periodical, or connect to the 
Internet, all while enjoying a cup of coffee and 
good company. 

By coming together to renovate the building, 
we can ensure that our spiritual home will 
accommodate our community’s needs for the 
next 50 years and beyond. 

THE NEXT 50 BUILDING AND ENDOWMENT 
CAMPAIGN is about more than raising funds to update our 
aging home. It is also an investment in our financial viability. 
Creating an endowment for the continued care and maintenance of 
our building will help us keep it in as good repair in year 20 as on day 
1.  This will free more of CBD’s general fund to serve our members.

We invite you to join us in this new vision for our future. Our goal 
is 100% participation. We encourage you to give a meaningful gift. 
Only you know what’s meaningful to you. And everyone—from 
kindergartners to retirees—can join our Million-Coin Campaign. 
Feed the tzedakah box you’ll receive by mail with your spare change 
every day, from now through December 2015. If 1,000 members 
each contributed three pennies, one nickel, and one dime for the 
600 days of the campaign, we’d raise $108,000. Funds from the 
Million Coin Campaign will go toward a play area for our children.

When the call for your pledge comes, please answer it 
enthusiastically.  

L’shalom,

David Hoffman, President
Dan Skilken, Executive Vice President
Bonnie Slavitt-Moore, Chair, The Next 50 Campaign

FROM THE NEXT 50 CHAIRS FROM RABBI OHRINER
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Our synagogue design reflects our mission today—and a vision 
for our future. To develop the architectural plan, we solicited input 
from staff, clergy, lay leaders, and members who attended the 
congregational meeting last June. After we received preliminary 
drawings we got more input from focus groups and another 
congregational meeting.  

The renewed building provides more than additional and improved 
space. It expands the possibilities for how we can worship, learn, and 
build relationships. It’s beautiful and practical. An embodiment of 
Hiddur Mitzvah (beautification). 

Envision Our Next 50
“Beth David was here for us over the years, with Bar Mitzvah training, youth groups, and our havurah. 
Now it’s incumbent upon us to make sure that future generations are welcomed into a beautiful, functional 
building where they can fulfill their own spiritual, cultural, and social needs.” -  D O R I S  A N D  S TA N L E Y  K AT Z

“The synagogue is the backbone of the Jewish community, 
and we want to make sure it’s here for our kids and 
grandkids. We think it’s critical to help Beth David improve 
and modernize the facility.” -  PAT AND ALAN WERBA

“Beth David has been a 
very positive force in the 
local Jewish community 
since we joined the 
congregation in 1975. 
We are proud to support 
the synagogue so that 
it will be there for 
future generations.” 
-  G LO RIA & K EN L E V Y



Consider starting or joining new groups. 
Mah Jongg, anyone? Sing-alongs? 
Choose from more and different kinds 
of classes. We have the room!

Pray in our 
traditional Shabbat 
morning service 
in the renovated 
sanctuary. 

Book our 
beautiful Social 

Hall for simchas. 
Enjoy the 

aesthetics and 
amenities typical 
of high-end hotel 

ballrooms.

Try out alternative 
services that involve 
kavvanot (spiritual 
exercises), discussion 
or movement. Gather 
in the Beit Midrash.



Worship
•	 Enter a building with beautiful and inspiring sacred spaces,       

filled with natural light.
•	 Pray in our traditional Shabbat morning service, in the      

renovated Sanctuary.
•	 Try out alternative services held at the same time.
•	 Enjoy Shabbat school, where youth experience the warmth        

and camaraderie of community.
•	 Celebrate Shabbat side by side with your preschoolers at our     

Tot Shabbat.

Meet, Socialize, and Celebrate
•	 Freely schedule meetings without sorting out calendar conflicts. 
•	 Make presentations the Silicon Valley way by reserving a meeting 

room with advanced, easy-to-use video and audio tools.
•	 Celebrate b’nai mitzvah, weddings, anniversaries, and other 

simchas in our renovated Social Hall. 

Learn
•	 Deepen your learning on a variety of Jewish topics. 
•	 Drop off your teens where they can congregate, socialize, and 

learn with other Jewish young people.
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Picture the Difference for You and Your Family

The new open, light filled and 
connective design for our building 
creates just the right physical space 
for community engagement and 
outreach. It promotes a sense of 
welcome, inclusiveness, creativity—
and the idea that anything is 
possible. Enter the mercaz—the hub 
of the building—to relax with fellow 
congregants and guests over coffee 
or tea. Then explore the areas 
radiating out from the mercaz to 
see what’s going on. 

With more space, we can offer 
wonderful and different programs 
to promote connections between 
people of all ages and encourage 
religious and educational growth. 
As we build on the loving space 
that the founders created for us, our 
warm and welcoming community 
will shine into the next generation.

FROM RABBI ALEXANDER

“When we moved here there was no building and yet CBD became our home, our family of friends and 
community.  We’ve been ‘home’ now for 40 years and we want to continue to build Beth David for ourselves, 
our family, and future generations.” -  VIVY & SHERMAN GOLUB

“We’ve been fortunate to have Beth David in our lives for 45 
years, since we were newlyweds. Now we are delighted to be 
able to join others in bringing Beth David into the 21st century, 
making it even more beautiful, warm, and welcoming.” 
-  SYLVIA & LEONARD METZ
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Saratoga, CA 95070-3352

408.257.3333 
www.beth-david.org

Function and Beauty Intertwined
F R O M  R A B B I  A B R A H A M  I S A A C  K O O K : 

Generally speaking, there are two objectives when building a structure. The first is the utilitarian function… 
But there is often an additional aspect to building: the aesthetic value of a beautiful home. The Sages 
taught in the Talmud that the elegance of a well-designed residence serves to revive one’s spirits and 

‘broaden one’s outlook.’ An aesthetically pleasing environment quiets the mind and soothes the heart… 
Beautiful surroundings can be inspiring, deepening one’s appreciation for nobler aspirations.


